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Love is like a box of chocolates
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“So while we 
enter Lent with a 

due sense of 
mortality, penance, 

and sober 
preparation, we 

never lose our 
Christian joy.”

FROM THE RECTOR

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman
Rector

Lent is upon us. This 40-day 
season before Easter is a 

penitential season, a time to 
prepare for the joyous resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead. It’s 
a time, traditionally, to fast, take 
on works of service or spiritual 
discipline, and to consider our 
own mortality. We will have several 
ways for you to enter this season 
and deepen your own spiritual life.
     For one, you’ll notice changes 
in our Sunday liturgy—so watch 
the bulletin for the new script! I 
also encourage you to pick up a 
complimentary Lenten devotional 
in the narthex. These feature short 
scriptural reflections written by 
staff, students, alumni, and faculty 
from Trinity School for Ministry, my 
seminary. I also invite you to our 
Lenten Wednesday night series, 
“Around the Table.” The topic will 
be “New Atheists/Same God” with 
presentations by Dr. C. Stephen 
Evans (University Professor of 
Philosophy at Baylor at St. Alban’s 
member) and Dr. George Marsden 
(noted historian of American 
religion; retired from Notre Dame). 
Finally, Ben and I will begin a 
5-week Sunday School series, 
“WITNESS,” in which we’ll look at 
the last week of Jesus’ earthly life.
     A final word about Lent. It 
comes early this year, with Ash 
Wednesday on February 10. Some 
of you might be worried since 
this is before Valentine’s Day. 
Valentine’s, you fear, with its boxes 
of chocolates and other treats, will 
be a sorely tempting time for you 

who decided to forgo chocolate 
(or other treats) as a Lenten 
discipline. Or maybe you’re just 
worried about being able to keep 
a Lenten discipline at all.
     But here’s the good news: 
February 14, St. Valentine’s Day, 
falls on a Sunday. And even during 
Lent, Sunday is always a Feast 
of the Resurrection. That means 
we take a break from any Lenten 
fasts. As Jesus said, “How can 
the guests of the bridegroom 
(meaning Jesus himself) mourn 
while he is with them? (Matthew 
9:15 NIV). So when you get that 
heart-shaped box of chocolates, if 
it’s Sunday, eat your heart out.
     One of my favorite theologians 
(also an Episcopal priest), the late 
Robert Farrar Capon, described 
the news of the Gospel like a 
box of chocolates hidden under 
the sofa in every house in the 
world. And God wants everybody 
to find this surprise. I love this 
image because it emphasizes the 
nearness of the Gospel, the playful 
nature of God, his love for the 
whole world, and the fact that the 
Gospel brings joy (wouldn’t you 
be excited if you found a box of 
chocolates?). 
     So while we enter Lent with a 
due sense of mortality, penance, 
and sober preparation, we never 
lose our Christian joy. Joy rooted 
in the resurrection. Joy rooted in 
the grace of God. Joy rooted in 
the fact that “God so loved the 
world” (i.e., you).
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PARISH NEWS

SHROVE TUESDAY
Pancake Supper & Mardi 

Gras Celebration

February 9,  
5 PM to 7 PM, Parish Hall

A Come-and-Go event, fun for the 
whole family. Burning of the Palms 
for Ash Wednesday and children 

burying the Alleluia Banner 
in the Courtyard.

$5 per person or $10 per family 
All proceeds support our Mission Work

ASH WEDNESDAY: FEB. 10
12:00 noon - Spoken Service of Holy  
   Eucharist (Rite I) with Imposition of Ashes

7:00 PM - Choral Holy Eucharist (Rite I)  
   with Imposition of Ashes (nursery available 
    but must RSVP) 

     In 2015, the vestry appointed 
a Master Planning Committee to 
begin the process of turning the 
“Charting Our Course” Vision-
ing Process into a bricks-and-
mortar reality. The Committee 
thoroughly evaluated four firms 
recommended by the Episcopal 
Diocese of Texas and unanimously 
recommended to the vestry the 
Austin-based firm of CasaBella 
Architects. The vestry unanimous-
ly approved this decision. And on 
February 20, 2016, the vestry and 
Master Planning Committee of St. 
Alban’s invite you to join us as the 
principals, Jaime Beaman and Jai-
me Palomo, and design team from 
CasaBella Architects guide our 
congregation through a conversa-
tion about reshaping and reimag-
ining our current facilities for our 
future ministry and mission needs. 
Please visit casabella-architects.
com for more information about 
the firm. If you have questions 
about the process, please feel free 
to contact Jim Sartwelle at jsart-
welle@txfb.org. 

All-Parish Meeting set for Feb. 20
Update on Master Plan, 
introduction of architects

MASTER PLANNING  
COMMITTEE

Jim Sartwelle, Chair
Paula Campbell
Stewart Kelly

Kay Olson
Cathy Ratcliff

Joe Wade
The Rev. Aaron M. G. 

Zimmerman, ex officio
David Tekell, Senior  
Warden, ex officio
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PARISH SNAPSHOTS

BLESSINGS GALORE!
On January 10, St. Alban’s 
baptized six persons into 
the Body of Christ. It was 
quite a day! 

Far left, Ben Maddison 
holds Margaret Elizabeth 
Hughes, daughter of Ross 
and Rebekah Hughes. 
Near right, Cody and 
Ashley Blossman hold their 
daughter, Brooke.

TWEENS CLASS 
In the Godly Tweens Sunday School 
class (for 5th and 6th graders), children 
made messages using charcoal as part 
of a study of Moses.

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Parish Hall was packed at the church’s Annual Meeting Jan. 
24. A full lunch was served followed by presentations about 
the past year’s accomplishments. The printed report is on the 
church’s website at: www.stalbanswaco.org/annual-report.
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION

MAKING OUR JOY 
COMPLETE

Study of 1 John 
ends Feb. 7

   Our look at the book of 1 John 
will conclude Feb. 7 at 9:00 AM in 
the Parish Hall. Taught by our rec-
tor and curate, the study looks at 
the Book’s themes, contexts, and 
what it means for us today. John 
covers everything from the reality 
of human sin, the humanity and 
divinity of Jesus Christ, and the 
assurance of our salvation through 
the work of Christ. 

     This popular series will finish Wednesday, Feb. 3, 7 PM, at 
Barnett’s Pub, 420 Franklin. Our guest for the evening will be 
Natalie Carnes, assistant professor of religion at Baylor.

COME AND SEE
A 3-Part Study of the Life  
of Christ & Our Life in Him

9:00 AM Sundays, begins 
Feb. 14, Parish Hall

WITNESS: Walking with  
Jesus through Holy Week

The first of a three-part series, you are invited this Lenten sea-
son on a journey through Holy Week as a witness to the last 
week of Jesus Christ. Divided over five weeks and co-taught 

by our rector and curate, Witness will offer an in-depth, biblical 
look at the important events of Holy Week, inviting attendees 
to walk next to Jesus, and to stand as witness to this solemn 
event, from his entry into Jerusalem to his death on the cross. 

The next two series are: “Our Hearts Burned: Meeting the Risen Christ” and “Clothed with Power: 

The Birth of Ekklesia.” They will continue through the end of May.
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     Wednesday nights in Lent you 
are invited to our series, “New 
Atheists/Same God.” Taught by 
renowned Christian philosopher 
and historian Dr. C. Stephen Evans, 
Dr. Evans will respond to current 
challenges to the Christian faith 
(especially New Atheism), as well 
as reflect on how the church might 
respond and react to such chal-
lenges. 
     Drawing from his most recent 
published book, Why Christian 
Faith Still Makes Sense, Dr. Evans 
will give us context and a better 
understanding of what lies behind 

the atheist’s claim of disbelief.
     Joining us 

for the March 
16 session will 
be noted Notre 
Dame histori-
an Dr. George 
Marsden. Dr. 
Marsden’s ar-
eas of research 

include the intersection of Ameri-
can religion and culture, American 
Evangelicalism, and the role of 
Christianity in higher education. 
His book, The Outrageous Idea of 
Christian Scholarship, is both con-

New Atheists/Same God:  
Why Christian Faith Still Makes Sense

 Have you ever questioned your faith? Have you ever 
been challenged by friends or family who think faith 

and religion are antiquated?

FEB. 17, 24, MAR 2, 16, 6:30-8 PM, PARISH HALL

troversial and enlightening.
     Dr. Evans is the University Pro-
fessor of Philosophy and Human-

ities at Baylor, 
and Professori-
al Fellow, Aus-
tralian Catholic 
University. His 
areas of in-
terest include 
Kierkegaard, 
Philosophy of 
Religion, Phi-

losophy of the Human Sciences, 
and Metaethics. He is the author 
of Natural Signs and Knowledge 
of God: A New Look at Theistic 
Arguments (Oxford University 
Press, 2010) and Kierkegaard: An 
Introduction (Cambridge Universi-
ty Press, 2009). 
     Dr. Evans, and his wife Jan, are 
members at St. Alban’s.

Bring a soup to share. Coordinate 
with JoAnn Stringer: joann.string-
er@gmail.com. Nursery and chil-
dren’s program available.

MARSDEN

EVANS
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION

New Members/ 
Confirmation Class  

ends Feb. 7

 Godly Tots (PreK):  Features interactive Bible storytelling based on 
“Godly Play” curriculum,Sunday School Building

 Godly Play (K-1st gr.): Godly Play Rooms, Sunday School Building

 Godly Kids (2nd-4th gr.): “What’s in the Bible?” Godly Kids Rm., 2nd 
floor, Rm. 7, Outreach Center

 Godly Tweens (5th-6th gr.): “Connect” curriculum, Room 13, Out-
reach Center

 Student Ministry (grades 7th-12th gr.): Student Ministry Room, 2nd 
floor, Outreach Center

 Adults: “Making Our Joy Complete,” taught by Aaron Zimmerman 
and Ben Maddison, Parish Hall. Ends Feb. 7 then we begin “WITNESS.”

9:00 am Sunday School

Rector’s Wednesday Bible Study      
      Join us at 10:15 AM every Wednesday in the Music Room as we con-
tinue our in-depth study of the Book of Exodus. All are welcome. 

First Wednesday Lunch  Feb. 3
    The first Wednesday of every month, we have a delicious catered 
lunch at noon in the Parish Hall. Food by Patty’s Kitchen. 
     Join us February 3 for this time of food and fellowship. Everyone 
is welcome—church members, visitors, neighbors, and friends. Please 
RSVP to stalbans@stalbanswaco.org. Drop-ins welcome.

Eucharist each Wednesday
  The Holy Eucharist is held each Wednesday at 11:30 AM in the Higgins 
Chapel. Please join us.

mIdWEEK EVEnTS

     The second and final class 
is Feb. 7, 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM, 
following the 10:00 AM service, in 
the Parish Hall. Lunch and child-
care will be provided. If you have 
missed this series, contact the 
church office to preregister for 
the next time it is offered: hilary@
stalbanswaco.org. 

CONFIRMATION: Confirmation 
into the Episcopal Church will be 
offered March 20.

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 10: No 11:30 AM Eucharist
    Eucharist will be at 12:00 PM in the church, Imposition of Ashes and 
Holy Eucharist. We will have the same service at 7:00 PM but with the 
choir.
 
   



Easter coming soon
   When the plastic Easter eggs hit 
the store shelves, please buy a few 
bags and leave them in the tub 
outside Jole’s door. Thank you!

Helpers needed in Sunday 
School Classes
    Please consider lending a hand 
as a Doorkeeper and/or a Facili-
tator. Ever wonder what goes on 
during Children’s Chapel during 
the Sunday morning worship 
service? Become safeguarded and 
find out! The children need you!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
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KIDS CONNECTION  
We had a big turnout at the January Kids Connection, held at First Pres-
byterian Church. This monthly event is for children in 5th and 6th grades 
and is a joint project of downtown churches that include St. Alban’s and 
St. Paul’s Episcopal and First Presbyterian.

     It is bittersweet that we say goodbye to the 
Chudej family. Stephen will begin a new job in 
Austin this month. Liz has been our regular Sunday 
morning Godly Play Storyteller for the past year. 
Nate has been very active in our Sunday School pro-
gram as well as Children’s Chapel. 
     We say goodbye and wish them well on their 
new adventure! Liz, thank you for sharing your tal-
ents and your precious family with us. You will truly 
be missed! God bless you. –Jole Cromwell

Saying goodbye to the Chudej family

Liz Chudej sharing a Godly Play story with 
preschoolers on a Sunday morning.

Acolyte & Crucifer Training 
     This training will be held on Feb. 21 
after the 10 AM service.  Lunch will be 
provided. Please call the church office 
at (254) 752-1773 to RSVP.
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The men of the church are invited to Bible and Breakfast. 
We begin at 7:00 AM with Morning Prayer (optional, in 
Higgins Chapel), and continue from 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM 
with a Bible study and breakfast in the Parish Hall. 

DIOCESAN 
COUNCIL
February 12-13
The Woodlands

Diocesan Council, the gov-
erning body of the Diocese of 
Texas, will have its 167th meeting 
this month. At the Vestry meet-
ing in January, we elected Carol 
Melis, Jacqueline Frahm, Jer-
emy Uecker, and Andy Wisely 
as your delegates. Please keep 
our delegates and clergy in 
your prayers as they work for 
the mission and ministry of the 
larger Church.         

www.epicenter.org/
council

Easter Lilies for the Altar
YOUR NAME ____________________________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

IN THANKSGIVING FOR ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

AMOUNT (ANY AMOUNT MAY BE GIVEN): ___________________________________

Please return from and money to the church office by Monday, March 21, to ensure 
your donation will be printed in the Easter Sunday Bulletin.
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A VISITOR SHARES
There are reams of resources that tell churches how to be welcoming to newcomers and visitors. It 

is not a casual undertaking (much behind-the-scenes work), but it must always be genuine. 
This young man is a Baylor student, and he shared with the rector his experience of visiting 

St. Alban’s. He has given us permission to share his story..

I didn’t feel defensive or like I 
didn’t belong as I sat down in the 

pew. The service itself was beau-
tiful, each person was fully partic-
ipating in making a wonderful gift 
of praise for our God. I was able 
to follow the service through the 
bulletin, and I felt like throughout I 
was contributing. 
     It’s hard to describe what was 
going on there spiritually. Each 
week growing up, I would give 
an hour of my week to God by 
going to worship, but this time it 
felt like I was actually using that 
hour and making it special for 
him.     
     The priest gave a sermon on 
the rich young ruler, which can be 
a rather difficult passage to speak 
on. He presented it as a call, not 
to give up money but to give up 
whatever was hindering us from 
having full, right relationship with 
God. I felt as though he wasn’t 
preaching to the congregation, but 
speaking directly to me.
     After the service, I was greeted 
by a good many people, the minis-

ter and the curate both introduced 
themselves to me. However, no 
one then or since has ever pres-
sured me to become one of them, 
and I truly appreciate that. There 
was a woman who gave me a 
bag full of information, who was 
probably the nicest person I had 
encountered here in Waco up until 
that point.

     I went home from church that 
afternoon with a sense of peace. 
I went to their college bible study 
on Wednesday and made friends, 
one of whom would give me rides 
to church for the rest of the se-
mester. Needless to say, I was back 
in the pew that next week and no 
less impressed. As I continued to 
attend over the next few weeks, I 
began to understand the meaning 
behind each part of the service, 
which made it all the more beauti-

ful to me. I began to research and 
find out more about the Episcopal 
Church and cross-reference every-
thing I learned back to scripture.
    I finally felt like I had found my 
spiritual niche. Each week, the 
services would give me strength 
spiritually and the Bible studies 
would give me strength intellec-
tually. My problem with doubt 

was no longer a problem 
because our college minister 
thought that a healthy bit 
of doubt will actually build 
your faith rather than destroy 
it. I felt happy and peaceful, 

kneeling to pray, going forward to 
receive the Body and Blood of Our 
Lord, joining my voice with voic-
es through the centuries praising 
God with the written word, all the 
while seeking to walk with God 
and better express my love to him. 
Now it didn’t matter as much what 
I knew which brought me to this 
point, what matter is I knew God 
and loved Him as I stood in song, 
knelt in prayer, and received him in 
Communion. 

Note: This young man shares that 
he plans to be confirmed in March.

Back in the pew and happily surprised

“I felt as though he wasn’t 
preaching to the congregation, 
but speaking directly to me.”
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STUDENT MINISTRY

More than 50 attended Happening event

If you have any questions please 
contact Grace Brown, Student Ministry 
Coordinator, at grace@stalbanswaco.org.

By Grace Brown, Director 
of Student Ministry

     Student Ministry has enjoyed a 
busy month! In January, St. Alban’s 
hosted 19 participants and about 
30 volunteer staff for Happening, a 
diocesan event for youth. Students 
spent a weekend inside St. Alban’s 
Outreach Center growing in their 
relationship with God through par-
ticipation in peer- led discussion 
and activities. We were excited to 
host the event, see God move in 
the lives of our youth, and be able 
to take full advantage of the space 
we have in the Outreach Center. 
Our ministry is so excited about 
the way God is moving in the lives 
of our youth! 

UPCOMING GOOD STUFF!

Farmers Market, Feb. 27, 10:00 
AM - 11:30AM
We will meet up downtown at the 
Farmers Market for local food, 
music, and fun!

Spring Break - No Midweek Mar 9

Easter Egg Hunt - March 26
Student Ministry will help set up 
the annual Easter Egg Hunt. Stay 
tuned for details in the bulletin.

Volunteer Weekend April 2-3
St. Alban’s will take a team of 
students to Camp Allen Saturday 
morning to clean, restore, and 
enjoy the campgrounds. We will 
spend one night at Camp Allen 
and return Sunday morning. Please 
contact grace@stalbanswaco.org if 
you are interested in joining us!
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 I’m the type of person who 
would voluntarily choose to live 
in Seattle. I like when it rains. I like 
sad, melancholic singer-songwrit-
ers. I see hipster independent films 
that I know will 
never have a hap-
py ending. Heck, 
Sophia Coppola 
is one of my fa-
vorite directors. 
 I’m just one 
of those people. 
  Lent is prime time for me 
to do two of my favorite things: (1) 
be dour and (2) be self-righteous. 
Yeah, I love the ashes. I know that 
I am dust and to dust I will return. 
The idea of adding practices to 
my already full Christian plate ex-
cites me. I look forward to giving 
something up so I can look sancti-
monious—because a real Christian 
only looks holier-than-thou, she or 
he can never act or say they are 
self-righteous. 
 But here’s the thing: Lent is 
tough for me. 
 Like New Year’s resolutions 
or #adulting, Lent is an annual 
reminder that—as much as I get 
enjoyment from nitpicking my life 
and practices and faith—it always 
brings me up short. As much 
enjoyment as I get out of trying 
to do it on my own—securing my 
own salvation and righteousness, 
making myself the best Chris-
tian—I still have to deal with the 
fact that I can’t do it.

FROM THE CURATE

#adulting: Surgeon General’s warning
By The Rev. Benjamin B. Maddison  For years, I would give up 

smoking for Lent. People would al-
ways ask, “Are you giving it up for 
good?” And I would say NO WAY—
it’s just a Lent thing. It’s for Jesus. 
Jesus suffered, so I will, too. The 
first year I did this, I made it two 
weeks before the bargaining set in. 
“Well,” I said to myself, “Sundays 
are always celebrations of Easter, 
and they aren’t counted in the 
40 days of Lent, so I can totally 
smoke on Sundays.” By week five, I 
was smoking like normal. The next 
year I made it three weeks before 
smoking on Sunday; but then im-
mediately gave up and went back 
to smoking.  
 This taught me something 
that I never thought of: Lent and 
the practice of abstinence/”giv-
ing something up” exist to remind 
us that we cannot do it. Can you 
imagine how impossibly hard it 
must have been for Jesus to never 
sin? I couldn’t make it three weeks 
without a cigarette and Jesus 
went his entire life without sin. 
AND THEN, I get to smoke and be 
forgiven, where Jesus DIED sinless 
for the sins of the world.  
 Lent reminds me I cannot do it. 
But Lent also reminds me—Thank 
God—that Jesus did it for me.  
 Last year I gave up smoking 
for Lent, and it stuck for a myriad 
of reasons. Among the reasons 
you won’t find my “force of will” or 
my “hard work” listed. I still some-
times feel like smoking—I can’t 
imagine that feeling will go away—
that desire to want to do what’s 

bad for me is so basically human.

But instead of trying to get more 
gold stars on my Christian re-
port card, instead of trying to 
score self-righteous points, giving 
up something for Lent became 
something else: I let the habit of 
smoking—and the person who 
smoked—die with Christ. It was 
hard. I slipped more than once. 
(I still slip to be honest). But the 
practice, the purpose, the meat of 
what I’m doing changed—and it 
changed the outcome.  
 My prayer for Lent is that we 
might all find parts of ourselves to 
die with Christ. But in dying, may 
we all remember that Jesus com-
pleted all things on the cross and 
in his resurrection. May Lent be a 
journey through death that always 
leads to resurrection, something 
accomplished for us—because we 
can’t do it on our own.
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February 7
Last Sunday After Epiphany

Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36

February 14
First Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13

Luke 4:1-13

February 21 
Second Sunday in Lent

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27

Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:31-35

February 28 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 3:1-15
Psalm 63:1-8

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9

February 7 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in thanksgiving 
for our many blessings by the 
Wong family. 

During Lent, there are no altar or 
narthex flowers. If you would like 
to donate flowers in memory or 
honor of a loved one, please con-
tact Beth Sartwelle at  
(254) 644-9200.S U N DAY  WO R S H I P

PARISH LIFE & WORSHIP

Debbie Rasner 02/01
Andrew Sneed 02/01
Towne Adams 02/02
Bennie Buchanan 02/02
Brandon Raimondo 02/03
Cheryl Schroeder 02/04
Erik Knoll 02/07
Karch Knoll 02/07
Gaige Hulett 02/08
Rheagan King 02/09
Mike Kelley 02/12
Hayley Ticknor 02/12
Ashley Sedberry 02/13
Pat Lane 02/14
Rae Ann Altwater 02/15
Jeff Fisher 02/15
Travis Tanner 02/17

Jennings Sheffield      02/18
Eddie King, Jr. 02/19
Sean McCarthy      02/20
Stephanie Sigler 02/22
Sandy Atkins 02/23
Terry Wong 02/26
Scott Fisher 02/27
Ouida Hinsley 02/28
Janet McClain 02/28

Happy Birthday

ANNIVERSARIES
Keith & Rebecca Hartberg 02/02
Ross and Rebekah Hughes 02/07
Ann-Claire Anderson &  
    David Schleicher  02/16
Jeff and Karen Tanner  02/16
Eddie and Leighton King 02/19

Please Pray For ...
Jeanette Barkett

Tania Blount
James Carver

Jonathan Elliott
Almuth Ewing
Mary Forrest

Karen Gaspard
Jerry Gregg

Rebecca Hartberg
Debbie Henderson
Terry Henderson

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 
12:00 noon - Spoken Service of Holy Eucharist (Rite I)  

with Imposition of Ashes

7:00 PM - Choral Holy Eucharist (Rite I)  
with Imposition of Ashes (nursery available but must RSVP) 

Dale Hollis
Alexandra Marshall

Garry Miller
Patrick McMahon
Justine Moxford

Abby Munoz
Sally Nail

Brock Otter
Martha Peacock
Joshua Taylor
Brad Thomas

Donna Zemonek

H O LY  W E E K 
&  E A S T E R

March 20: Palm Sunday
7:30 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite I)

 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation (Rite II)

Both times feature Liturgy of Palms

March 24: Maundy Thurs.
7:00 PM Choral Holy Eucharist and 

Stripping of the Altar

March 25: Good Friday
12:00 Noon - Spoken service 

at St. Alban’s
7:00 PM at St. Paul’s: A joint-service 
of clergy & choirs of Holy Spirit, St. 

Alban’s, & St. Paul’s

March 27: Easter Sunday
7:00 AM Service of Light

7:30 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite I)
9:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite II)
11:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Rite II)

Note Service Times 
for Easter >>>
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PLATINUM ANNIVERSARY

Lessons in Glass: The Stained Glass Windows at St. Alban’s
     Symbolism in church art is a fascinating study, as 
depicted beautifully in the stained glass windows in 
St. Alban's Episcopal Church. The window designs, 
considered modern for their time, are actually repre-
sentative of the earliest type of stained glass artistry. 
Ancient craftsmen chose symbols, rather than imag-
ined human figures and scenes, to inspire the observ-
er. Each window depicts a different aspect of Christ's 
ministry. Each window is intended to be a devotional 
aid encouraging the worshiper to add his or her own 
meanings to the interpretation.
     Charles Higgins, St. Alban’s founding rector, began 
the window project in 1951 via correspondence with 
German artist Ernst Jansen-Winkeln (1904-1992; a 
Google image search of his name will reveal an im-
pressive array of his work in churches across Europe). 
Letters and sketches went back and forth between 
the two men.
     After Higgins left to become Dean of the Cathedral 
in Little Rock, AK, Jansen-Winkeln continued the col-
laboration at St. Alban’s with the Rev. Wayne W. Mah-
an and Window Committee Chair, Marshall Saunders 
(whose efforts were so significant that a plaque in our 
sanctuary calls Saunders “The Father of St. Alban’s”). 
    The theme for the windows was “Christ Through 
the Church” and “Through the Church to Christ.”
An article in the November 23, 1958, edition of The 
Waco Tribune-Herald noted, “The glass itself is blown 
and in pure, jewel-like colors, with no ‘painted’ glass 
as is the case with many church windows.” The glass 
was manufactured by H. Oldtmann in Linnich, Ger-
many. The windows were given by various groups at 
St. Alban’s, including the Brotherhood of St. Andrews 
and the various women’s guilds. 
     Some of the most interesting windows are not in 

Each month this year, 
we will feature stories 

about St. Alban’s in our 
History Spotlight. This 
month, we look at the 

stained glass windows.

the nave. Ask an altar guild member to give you a 
tour of the sacristy any Sunday after church. You will 
see beautiful windows depicting women of the Bible: 
Naomi and Ruth, Mary and Elizabeth, and Mary and 
Martha at the feet of Christ. In addition, the women’s 
choir vesting room (adjacent to the narthex) features 
a beautiful window of St. Francis. Finally, Higgins 
Chapel features one beautiful window depicting the 
seven lamp stands described in Revelation.
     There is one window at St. Alban’s not designed 
by Jansen-Winkeln, and that is the rose window 
above the altar in the church. This window was de-
signed by local Waco artist Bryant Stanton and was 
installed as part of a major renovation of the church 
in the 1990s. The window was given by the Pearson 
family.

The Christ the 
King window. 
Photos and de-
scriptions of all 
of the windows 
in the nave can 
be found on the 
church’s web-
site at
www.stalban-
swaco.org/
stained-glass.
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YOUNG ADULTS

College Ministry
Episcopal 101: Ben Maddison will conclude his four-week study on 
the history, tradition, theology, and practice of the Episcopal Church on 
Feb. 2, 8:00 PM, at Dichotomy. For all college students (18-23). Follow 
us on Facebook and Twitter for more information. Bring your Book of 
Common Prayer, if you don’t have one, we’ll change that!

ABOUT YA@SA
     YA@SA is St. Alban’s ministry to young adults—both college students 
and those in their 20s/30s (single, married, and married with kids). 
A mix of formation and fellowship events, YA@SA aims to be a place 
where young adults grow together in faith and discipleship. Look for 
our “YA@SA” section in Getting Connected and follow us on Facebook 
(/groups/YAatSA), Twitter (@YAatSA), and Instagram (@YAatSA)! For 
more information, contact our curate, Ben Maddison at ben@stalban-
swaco.org.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
ECW planning new  
project for 2016 
      The Episcopal Church Women 
of St Alban’s are making plans for 
this coming year, including a new 
project we are very excited about.
    At the ECW Fall Retreat a 
presentation was given by Days 
for Girls International. This is an 
outreach project for girls and ma-
turing young women in underde-
veloped countries. Often in some 
of these places the health needs of 
young women are not being met 
and we would like to help.
    We will send you a more de-
tailed explanation by email. In 
April there will be a presentation 
showing us how we can make a 
difference. 
     As soon as there is a date, 
please put it on your calendar and 
plan to attend. You can explore for 
yourself at daysforgirls.org. 

St. Alban’s Sermons 
Podcast

If you miss a sermon, you 
can find it on our website. 

Sermons are posted weekly. 
You can also subscribe to 
our podcast on iTunes and 

have each week’s 
sermon automatically down-

loaded to your device.

www.stalbanswaco.org 
and click on “Media”



2015 Stewardship: “Giving With Joy”
Total Amount Pledged           $488,539 
     (131 Total Pledges) 

Received Pledges Year-to-Date*        463,471 
   *Includes 2015 pledges paid in 2014 

For the month ending December 31:
Pledges Received    62,383
Non-pledged Contributions   12,489
Total Contributions Received             74,872
Pledges Budgeted               40,712

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Income and Expenses:
 Annual Year-to-Date Year-to-Date
 Budget         Budget           Actual

  2015 Income       639,891         639,891     634,397    
2015 Pledges Prepaid in 2014           49,350 
2016 Pledges prepaid in 2015  (57,470)

  TOTAL INCOME  639,891         639,891       626,277

Expenses             639,891           639,891    623,019

Surplus/(Deficit)          0              12,428        3,258

Assets and Liabilities: 
   Assets
      Operating Account   $ 103,625 
 Memorial Fund   8,358 
 Endowment Fund (unrestricted)  400,565
 Endowment Fund (restricted)  218,902
 Master Planning   138,326
 Organ Renovation       34,444   
Total Assets    $904,220   
Total Liabilities (2013 A/C Loan Bal.)    (74,008)

Excess of Fund Balances over Liabilities   830,212

All figures as of December 31, 2015

Year-end 2015
Financial Snapshot: December 2015

ST. ALBAN’S HAS BEEN BLESSED WITH THESE GIFTS:

Endowment Fund
In Memory of Virginia Fitzhugh

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Fadal
William Pakis

Janel Broussard Wood and family
Debbie Lewis

Jennifer Threadgill
Teri Dee Martin

Jerry & Paula Campbell
Col. Hugh Henson

Thank you for giving to 
St. Alban’s Stewardship 

and for your Pledge  
and Contributions!

Please remember to stay 
current on your pledge. 

For questions about ACH 
payments, planned giving, 

Endowment Fund, stock gifts, 
or your pledge, contact:

Lori Youngblood
Business Manager  

lori@stalbanswaco.org
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Memorial Fund
In Memory of Virginia Fitzhugh

Randy Ford
Sherry Hill

Elaine Harknett
Goodhue Smith

Ida Lu Smith
Pamela Yeager

Dr. & Mrs. Kent Starr
Mrs. James H. Scruggs
Jerry & Ann Richerson
Jo Lynn McGuinness

Michael & Candance Leskin

2016 Stewardship: “Whole Hearted Giving”
Pledges     149
Total amount pledged   $511,544

2016 Budget
Budgeted income            $684,384
Budgeted expenses           $684,384
Surplus (Deficit)    $0
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SAFEGUARDING
11:30-2:30 PH
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ST. ALBAN’S STAFF

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman, Rector
aaron@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Benjamin B. Maddison, Curate
ben@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Alberto Melis, Deacon
alberto@stalbanswaco.org

Grace Brown, Youth Minister
grace@stalbanswaco.org

Jole R. Cromwell, Coordinator of  
Children’s Ministry & Parish Life 

jole@stalbanswaco.org

Hilary Gardner, Parish Administrator 
hilary@stalbanswaco.org

David Gilbreath, Organist 
david@stalbanswaco.org

Dennis Guill, Children’s Music Director 
dennis@stalbanswaco.org

Rebekah Hughes, Newcomer Ministry
rebekah@stalbanswaco.org

Vicki Kabat, Communications Coordinator 
vicki@stalbanswaco.org

Elaine Karban, Outreach Center Coordinator
elaine@stalbanswaco.org

Lori Youngblood, Business Manager
lori@stalbanswaco.org

Howard L. Thompson, Choirmaster
howard@stalbanswaco.org

Mary Ann Thompson, Carillonneur

ST. ALBAN’S VESTry

David Tekell, Senior Warden

John L. Wood, Junior Warden

Bart Townsend, Treasurer

Sue Parrigin, Clerk

Pat Danley
Liaison for Outreach & Mission

Kathy Davidson 
Liaison for Adult Formation & Newcomers 

Emily Edwards 
Liaison for Youth Ministry 

Mary Fadal
Liaison for Stewardship

Carol Melis
Liaison for Pastoral Care

Jeremy Uecker
Liaison for Children’s Ministry

Sam Vo
Liaison for Adult Programs & Parish Life

Lisa Wright
Liaison for Worship

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are One Church 
within the Anglican Communion and The 

Episcopal Church. All are sought and embraced 
in worship, mission and ministry in a spirit of 

mutual love and respect.

And here at St. Alban’s, we carry out the above 
Diocesan Vision by

ST. ALBAN’S SuNDAy WorSHIp
7:30 am holy EucharIST, rITE I • 9:00 am Sunday School for all agES • 10:00 am holy EucharIST, rITE II (nurSEry  aVaIlaBlE)

ASH WEDNESDAY

FEB. 10

MASTER PLANNING 

MEETING, FEB. 20

Proclaiming to all, through word and deed, the grace of God in Jesus Christ.


