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“New Year’s Eve 
offers only artificial 

hope. ... Have fun 
on New Year’s Eve. 
But don’t think it’ll 

change you.”

FROM THE RECTOR

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman
Rector

I have celebrated two Christmases 
in Kazakhstan, where I lived 

after college. A group of other 
expatriates and I sang carols and 
exchanged gifts in our apartments. 
It was an understated affair. 
     New Year’s Eve, however, 
was a different story. Under the 
state-enforced atheism during 
the old Soviet era, New Year’s—
not Christmas—was the big 
holiday. Santa Claus was renamed 
“Grandfather Frost.” December 31 
absorbed the traditions that used 
to belong to Christmas. People 
ate huge meals and exchanged 
gifts. Every surface was festooned 
with elaborate lights (think Times 
Square). And to ring in the New 
Year, they had fireworks—the 
biggest displays I’ve ever seen. The 
pyrotechnical equivalent of a Neil 
Peart drum solo (Rector’s contest: 
name the band). People came 
to be deeply connected to the 
idea of the New Year offering an 
existential fresh start. 
     I get why those Soviets 
canceled Christmas. It’s so 
religious. Every year in December, 
the most secular among us are 
bombarded with the Jesus. Mariah 
Carey sings about him while we 
sweat our way through Target. 
There’s the mandatory Christmas 
Eve church service, which even 
the most pagan of your extended 
family must attend. Even TV isn’t 
safe: You tune in to It’s Christmas, 
Charlie Brown, and there’s Linus, 
reading from the King James Bible. 
Christmas is about God. The whole 

thing—angels, a virgin birth, God 
knocking on Earth’s door—it’s kind 
of heavy for some. 
     In contrast, New Year’s has no 
religious freight. That’s why we, 
like my friends in Kazakhstan, 
imbue this secular holiday with our 
hopes for a fresh start. We bury 
the past and look to the future. 
That’s attractive.
     But let me be clear: New Year’s 
Eve offers only artificial hope. 
The earth will begin another trip 
around the sun. You will make 
resolutions that will last a week 
(two, max). But you will still be 
you. Don’t get me wrong. I liked 
Dick Clark and I like the new guy 
(Ryan Seacrest). I’ll watch the ball 
drop with everyone else. So have 
fun on New Year’s Eve. But don’t 
think it’ll change you.
     That’s why you need the real 
holiday in January: Epiphany, 
also called the Feast of Lights. At 
Epiphany, we remember that God, 
in Christ, appeared not just for the 
small community of Jews in the 
Mediterranean. We remember that 
when those Magi (those “Three 
kings of Orient”) arrived, it meant 
that Jesus was for the Gentiles. 
In other words, for everybody.  
Epiphany is associated with light, 
because Christ’s new light was 
dawning for all people. 
     May Christ’s light illumine you in 
2016 and always.
Love,
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On March 15, 1946, the Rev. 
Charles A. Higgins hosted the 

first congregational meeting of 
what was to become St. Alban’s. 
A month later, at half past ten on 
the morning of Palm Sunday 1946, 
forty-six people gathered at the 
Hamilton House on Austin Avenue 
for the first official service of St. 
Alban’s. Just three years later, 
again on Palm Sunday, St. Alban’s 
broke ground for the church in 
which we continue to worship 
today. 
    This is a big year for St. Alban’s. 
We will mark our Platinum 
anniversary, celebrating seven 
decades of ministry of St. Alban’s 
Episcopal Church in Waco. Over 
the course of the year, we will 
have several special events to 
commemorate our first seven 
decades, as well as looking ahead 
to our bright future. Look for 
special outreach projects, and for 
Sunday School classes that cover 
the history of our parish, from 
St. Alban’s School, to our varied 
ministries to children and youth, 
to the story of our founding, the 
building of the church, outreach, 
and music. 
    Finally, save the date for the 
weekend of Palm Sunday, March 
19-20, 2016. On Saturday, March 19, 
we will host a Gala Dinner at the 
Baylor Club in McLane Stadium 

PLATINUM ANNIVERSARY

St. Alban’s celebrates 70 years of ministry
By The Rev. Aaron M. G.  
Zimmerman, Rector

with special guests and special 
presentations. That Sunday, Palm 
Sunday, March 20, the Rt. Rev. 
Jeff Fisher, the 10th rector of St. 
Alban’s, will join us for worship 
and Confirmation. Following the 
10:00 AM service, we will have 
a reception in the Parish Hall 
to celebrate our parish’s 70th 
Birthday. 
    Please join me in thanking those 
who are planning and working 
hard to ensure a wonderful 
celebration of St. Alban’s 70th 
birthday.

70th Anniversary Committee

Mrs. Jacqueline Frahm, Chair
Mrs. Margie Allen

Mrs. Paula Campbell
Mrs. Mary Fadal
Mr. Tony Henson

Mrs. Kay Woodward Olson
Mr. Jeff Ward

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman, 
ex officio

70th Anniversary
Gala Dinner

March 19, 2016
Baylor Club

McLane Stadium
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PARISH SNAPSHOTS

Joys of the 
Holiday Season
(Above) Once again, the Wednes-
day night Potluck Suppers, leading 
into the Rector’s Advent Series, 
were a hit. Thanks to JoAnn 
Stringer for coordinating the food. 

(Top, right) St. Alban’s held its first 
Winter Formal Dec. 18. The Parish 
Hall was transformed into a winter 
wonderland thanks to the hard 
work and vision of Jole Cromwell, 
Cathy Ratcliff, and Kenn Harding.

(Middle, right) The Children’s 
Chimes Choir helped lead in wor-
ship during the Advent season.

(Bottom, right) The Rev. Ben Mad-
dison, center, presented gifts from 
the church’s Angel Tree mission 
effort representatives of MHMR. 
Thank you everyone for your con-
tributions.

Enjoying the Winter Formal are (from left) Quyen and Sam Vo and 
Christie and Roger Fornelius.
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Study of 1 John begins Jan. 10
   Join us Sundays in Epiphany for a Study of the First 
Letter of John. Taught by our rector and curate, the 
study will look at the Book’s themes, contexts, and 
what it means for us today. Although it’s only five chap-
ters, John covers everything from the reality of human 
sin, the humanity and divinity of Jesus Christ, and the 
assurance of our salvation through the work of Christ. 
Of course, Aaron and Ben will bring on other media and 
examples to help emphasize and explain the message 
of First John. This is not to be missed!
     It meets at 9:00 AM Sundays in the Parish Hall on 
Jan. 10, 17, 24, 31, and Feb. 7.

Sunday School will not meet Dec. 27  or 
Jan. 3. Classes resume Jan. 10. 

  Godly Tots (age 2-4 or Pre-K):  “Spark Ac-
tivate Faith” curriculum. Outreach Center, 1st 
fl., Room 8.
 Godly Play (K-1st gr): Interactive Bible sto-
rytelling based on “Godly Play” curriculum, 
Godly Play Rooms, Sunday School Building.
 Godly Kids (2nd-4th gr): “What’s in the Bi-
ble?” Godly Kids Rm., Outreach Center, 1st fl., 
Rm. 7.
 Godly Tweens (5th-6th gr): “Connect” cur-
riculum, Outreach Center, 2nd fl., Rm. 13.
 Student Ministry (7th-12th gr): Student 
Ministry Room, Outreach Center, 2nd fl., Rm 
17.
 Adults: “1 John: Making Our Joy Complete,” 
taught by Rector and the Curate, Parish Hall.

9:00 am Sunday School

Rector’s Wednesday Bible Study      
      Join us at 10:15 AM every Wednesday in the Mu-
sic Room as we continue our in-depth study of the 
Book of Exodus. All are welcome. We will not meet 
December 24 or December 31. We resume Jan. 6 in 
Exodus. Stay afterwards for our Epiphany service 
and First Wednesday Lunch. 

First Wednesday Lunch  Jan. 6
    The first Wednesday of every month, we have 
a delicious catered lunch at noon in the Parish 
Hall. Food by Patty’s Kitchen. 
     Join us January 6 at 12:30 for this time of food 
and fellowship. Everyone is welcome—church 
members, visitors, neighbors, and friends. Please 
RSVP to stalbans@stalbanswaco.org. Drop-ins 
welcome.

Eucharist each Wednesday
  The Holy Eucharist is held each Wednesday at 
11:30 AM in the Higgins Chapel. Please join us. 
(January 6 service will be in the Church at noon for 
Epiphany)
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION

This class is for those who...
• ...want to join St. Alban’s
• ...want to be Confirmed 

(grade 8 and up) 
• ...want to learn more about 

St. Alban’s, the Episcopal 
Church, and the Christian 
faith.

Join us Sundays, January Jan. 24, 
31, and Feb. 7, 11:30 AM to 1:30 
PM, following the 10:00 AM ser-
vice, in the Parish Hall. Lunch and 
childcare will be provided. Call the 
church office to register or email 
hilary@stalbanswaco.org. 

CONFIRMATION: Confirmation (or, 
for those who were confirmed in 
another denomination, reception) 
into the Episcopal Church will be 
offered March 20.

New Members/ 
Confirmation Class  
begins in January

EPIPHANY

JANUARY 6, NOON 
HOLY COMMUNION 

IN THE CHURCH

The Daily Office: Start 2016 with Daily Prayer
Hear God’s Word. Pray for others and be prayed for. And deepen your 
spiritual life and connections to this community. Lay leaders and our 
clergy lead these services every weekday in the Higgins Chapel (en-

trance in the corner of the Courtyard) at 7:00 AM and 5:30 PM. These 
20-minute services feature readings from the Bible and prayers. All 

welcome. If you’d like to join our team of lay leaders, contact the chuch 
office or email at hilary@stalbanswaco.org.

The Feast of the Epiphany, celebrated every year on Janu-
ary 6, is the time we remember the arrival of the wise men, 
or Magi, bearing gifts for the Christ Child. Join us for a spe-
cial mid-week Eucharist as we celebrate Epiphany, the Feast 
of Lights! Holy Eucharist (Rite II), 12:00 noon, in the Church. 
Features hymns, organ, and sermon. Followed by First 
Wednesday Lunch in the Parish Hall



    Want to help? We need large 
containers of Pretzels, Goldfish, or 
Animal Crackers to replenish our 
supply. Just drop them outside 
the door of Jole Cromwell’s office. 
Thank you!

Please donate Sunday 
School snacks

CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRY

Kids Connection Jan. 17 
    St. Alban’s will be hosting the 
monthly meeting of Kids Connec-
tion, for children in 5th and 6th 
grades at St. Alban’s, First Pres-
byterian Church, and St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church. 
We’ll meet at 11:00 AM in the Par-
ish Hall.
Get ready for pancakes and a pi-
nata! Bring your friends.

“Socks and the City”
 Please donate 
pairs of new, adult 
socks for the ser-
vice project we’ll 
be working on at 
Kids Connection. 
You can drop them off at Jole’s 
office.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Join us on Wednesdays, 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM, to engage 
with Baylor faculty on the topics of God and philosophy. 
Locations each week to be announced. For more informa-
tion, contact ben@stalbanswaco.org.

Jan. 13:  Trent Dougherty         Jan. 27:  Robert Miner 
Jan. 20:  C. Stephen Evans       Feb. 3:  Natalie Carnes 
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 The reason Ashley and I chose 
St. Alban’s—and the reason we 
wanted to be in the Diocese of 
Texas—is the EDOT Curate Pro-
gram. Texas offers new seminary 
graduates the 
opportunity to 
serve in a two-
year curacy, 
where the sin-
gular task is to 
“learn to be a 
good priest.”  
 The numbers for clergy burn-
out are staggering—50% of new 
clergy will no longer be serving in 
ministry after her or his first five 
years. Furthermore, studies have 
shown that the skills and habits 
new clergy acquire in the first two 
years of ministry will stick with 
them—and hurt or help—for the 
entirety of their ministry. So y’all 
can only image how stoked I am 
to be at a place as great as St. 
Alban’s, and with a mentor/super-
visor as great as Aaron! 
 My first six months are 
over—25 percent of my cura-
cy finished—and I’ve seen, and 
learned, and experienced so much. 
I have received a lot of experi-
ence with pastoral ministry having 
served at more than 50 services 
as a priest. I have visited hospi-
tals, nursing homes, parishioner 
homes and places of work. I have 
taught Sunday School, led college 
discussions, and hosted fellow-
ship events. I have learned about 
social entrepreneurship, received 

FROM THE CURATE

Pause to reflect: the first quarter of my curacy
By The Rev. Benjamin B. Maddison extensive continuing 

education from the 
diocese, and been given 
frequent opportunities 
to meet with the clergy 
in our clericus and in 
Waco. 
 If I had to give some 
highlights, I think there 
would be three. First, 
and most important, I 
have been blessed by 
Aaron’s love, experi-
ence, and eagerness to 
teach and mentor me in 
my priesthood.  In our 
weekly meeting, Aaron 
has consistently “pulled 
back the curtain” on ministry and 
helped me understand best prac-
tices, his experiences, and tried to 
give me the resources necessary 
to be a great priest. Second, I have 
been blessed by the people of St. 
Alban’s. Your collective knowl-
edge and experience with clergy 
and church—and also your grace 
and love—have been amazing in 
my development as a priest. Ya’ll 
are encouraging and uplifting, but 
also not afraid to tell me when 
something completely bombs. I’m 
thankful to get my first two years 
in ministry with a congregation as 
supportive and uplifting as all of 
you! Third, I have been incredibly 
blessed by YA@SA and the young 
adults of St. Alban’s. The college 
students have been amazing. Their 
conversion, discussion, and trust 
in me as their priest has really 
shaped and formed my experience 
of priesthood, thus far. The young 

adults at St. Alban’s were quick 
to make us feel welcomed, get 
to know Waco, and invite us into 
Wacoan culture (especially Baylor 
Football!) 
 Looking forward, I am excited 
about the next year at St. Alban’s. 
Aaron and I have been working on 
Sunday School and mid-week of-
ferings in the spring. YA@SA is still 
going strong, and I’d like to plan a 
college retreat as a time to build 
friendships and dive more deeply 
into faith. I’m looking forward to 
finishing a full, liturgical year with 
all of you—working through Lent 
and Holy Week, celebrating Eas-
ter and Pentecost, and growing 
together in faith. I am also excited 
to learn more from Aaron and all 
of you. Who knows what the next 
year will bring, but, regardless of 
what happens, I am happy and feel 
privileged to get to do it here. 

Aaron Zimmerman and Ben Maddison visiting 
at the Winter Formal.
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several life-enhancing programs in the greater Waco community. 

Twelve-Step Programs - St. Alban’s is proud to partner with Central Texas Intergroup for Alcoholic 
Anonymous to offer the following 12-Step Recovery programs. Learn more at www.centexinter-
group.com. 

HOTLINE: (254) 754-3336

  Al-Anon in Spanish, Mondays, 5:30 pm, Room 17
  Al-Anon, 6 pm, Tuesdays & Fridays, Room 17
  AA Women, 4 pm, Sundays, Rm. 9
  AA, 7 pm, Wednesdays and Saturdays, Room 17 (Monday meeting discontinued)
  Al-A-Teen, 7 pm, Tuesdays, Room 9

Family Abuse Center Support Group - For women coming out of domestic violence. Mondays, 7 
pm, Room 16. Learn more at www.familyabusecenter.org or call 24-hour hotline 1 (800) 283-8401.

Skillpoint Alliance Education - Skillpoint Alliance sponsors free classes in fast-tracked educational 
programs in the medical and technical fields. Learn more at www.skillpointalliance.org.

Community Race Relations Coalition - movie nights, lectures, and monthly board meeting. Learn 
more at www.crrcwaco.org.

Central Texas String Academy - Individual and group lessons. Learn more at www.centraltexasstrin-
gacademy.com.

To learn more, contact Elaine Karban, Outreach Center Coordinator, at elaine@stalbanswaco.org.

MUSIC MINISTRY

Join us for a new choir season 
 The choir has its “new begin-
ning” with the start of rehearsals 
on Wednesday, Jan 6, at 6:00 PM 
in the music room. If you have 
thought of joining this talented 
and fun group, this is the time as 
we learn new music for the spring 
session. New members are always 
welcome.
 Update on the organ: We have 
now lost the use of the rear gallery 
organ due to sticking notes (“ci-
phers” in organ speak). We have 
had to shut down all use of this 
part of our instrument until sub-
stantial repairs can be made. Many 
are not aware that this part of 
the organ is played from the main 

console in the front of the church 
and helps with singing because it 
is sort of a “surround-sound” ef-
fect. David uses the rear organ for 
congregational singing as well as 
preludes and postludes. There is a 
small keyboard on the rear organ, 
but it is generally played from the 
front.
 It is hoped that current monies 
in the organ fund can get this part 
of our organ back in service.
 I hope you had a wonderful 
Advent and Christmas. We are 
currently in Epiphany but Lent is 
coming soon and your choir will 
be ready. —Howard Thompson

    From the sublime to the ridicu-
lous, enjoy an afternoon of cho-
ruses and solos that will make you 
cry and laugh. On Sunday, Jan. 
31 at 3:00 PM, the MCC Chorale 
and soloists will perform a benefit 
concert at St. Alban’s Episcopal 
Church.  
    The concert is free but dona-
tions will help fund the Chorale’s 
2016 European Tour. Spend the af-
ternoon enjoying great choral and 
vocal music from the singers
from the MCC music department.
     For more information, contact 
Bonnie Borshay Sneed at (254) 
299-8275.

Free Concert at
St. Alban’s Jan. 31

10
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STUDENT MINISTRY

YESSay

HAPPENING

Busy times, fun times

 The big news in January is the YES and 
HAPPENING youth Diocese events (see 
left). We’re excited to be hosting the event 
for 6th-8th graders at St. Alban’s!
 We had fun get-togethers before 
Christmas with the Ugliest Christmas 
Sweater Contest (below, top) and a visit to 
Waco Wonderland (below, bottom). Also, 
you might not have seen our design for 
T-shirts (bottom, left). 

If you have any 
questions please 
contact Grace Brown, 
Student Ministry 
Director, at grace@
stalbanswaco.org.

By Grace Brown, Director 
of Student Ministry

MIDWEEK
Starts January 6

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Starts January 10

s t a l b a n s w a c o . o r g /y o u t h
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VESTRY NOMINEES

Nominees to be approved at Annual Meeting

LISA WRIGHT

SAMANTHA “SAM” VO

 An East Coast native, Lisa 
received her Bachelor’s of Social 
Work from Eastern University, 
and her Master’s of Social Work 
from University of Maryland. 
She has completed part of a 
Master of Divinity from Truett 
Seminary. She is currently the 
clinical coordinator for a brain 
injury treatment program.
 Much more noteworthy 
accomplishments include mar-
rying her husband, Korey, and 
having their first child, Grayson, 
who is 3. Lisa is currently preg-

nant with their 
second child, due 
in mid-February. 
Personal inter-
ests include Spir-
itual Formation, 
the piano and 
guitar, discover-
ing the fastest 
way to cook a 
healthy dinner, and trying to wrap 
her mind around the love of Jesus.
 Born into the Episcopal 
Church, Lisa has worshipped 
with fellow Christians in a variety 
of other church settings before 

coming back to her spiritual roots 
in the Episcopal Church, here at 
St. Alban’s, in 2011. St. Alban’s has 
been the place that blessed her 
marriage, baptized her son, and 
provided the opportunity and 
space to grow as a follower of 
Christ. She sees the Vestry as an 
opportunity to serve both the peo-
ple and further the ministries St. 
Alban’s.

 Sam is an Assistant Professor 
in the Garland School of Social 
Work at Baylor where she teach-
es theory, research methods, and 
statistics to undergraduate and 
graduate students. She has trav-
eled extensively, and has lived and 
traveled in Central America. She 
received the PhD from UC Berke-
ley, her MSW at the University of 
Chicago, and her BA from Dart-
mouth College. 
 Her husband, Quyen, and she 
moved to Waco in the summer of 
2013 from Berkeley, CA, and they 
joined St. Alban’s shortly thereaf-
ter. They are parents to a slightly 

eccentric tabby 
named Carly.
 They love 
the people at St. 
Alban’s. That’s 
what attracted 
them to the 
church, and 
have kept them 
here.
 Sam says she is looking for-
ward to serving the church in a 
different capacity. In her child-
hood church, she did not see 
many females in visible leadership 
positions nor was she encouraged 
to seek such leadership positions. 
Therefore, she is excited about this 
opportunity to grow and to serve. 

Each of our vestry candidates 
was nominated by a parish-

ioner, participated in our 
vestry discernment meeting, 
and was vetted by our Nom-
inating Committee. They are 

each running for a three-term 
(2016-2019). Elections will be 
held at our Annual Meeting, 
Sunday, Jan. 24 in the Parish 

Hall after Church. 

SAVE THE DATE
Jan. 24: Annual Meeting 

- Delicious lunch
- Vestry elections
- Financial Update 

- Get your Parish Directory!

We extend our appreciation and gratitude to outgoing vestry 
members for their dedication and service:

Debbie McMahon, Paul Thorp, & Andy Wisely (Bart 
Townsend’s term is expiring, but he is running for re-election)
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VESTRY NOMINEES
BART TOWNSEND

EMILY EDWARDS
 Emily was born and raised in 

Illinois by Christian parents who 
were committed to Christ and to 
taking her and her two sisters to 
church every Sunday.   

She was a summer camp-nerd 
who went as often as possible, in-
cluding taking a job as a counselor 
for all four summers of college, 
where she met her husband Finley.  
 She received a bachelor’s in 
English Education from Western 
Illinois University and married 
Finley a few months later.  Since 
then, they have lived in Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Maine, and now Waco, Tex-
as. FInley is an Assistant Professor 
of Economics at Baylor. 
 She taught high school En-

glish and coached 
cross-country for 
five years before 
becoming a stay-
at-home mom.  
She currently 
stays home with 
their two children, 
Abigail, 5, and Anderson, 3, and is 
pregnant with another son. 
 After moving to Waco in 2014 
and joining St. Alban’s, Emily has 
been active as a volunteer at our 
Vacation Bible Camp and in Chil-
dren’s Sunday School. She and 
Finley are regulars at Adult Chris-
tian Formation classes.  

She enjoys running as a hobby, 
and has run several marathons in 
addition to races of other dis-

    A native of New 
Jersey, Bart has a 
B.S. in Computer 
Science with a mi-
nor in mathemat-
ics from Villanova 
University and 
an EMBA from 
Rider University in 
Lawrenceville, NJ. He and his wife 
Deb were married in Washington 
Memorial Chapel (Deb’s home 
church) in Valley Forge, Penn-
sylvania. They have three grown 
children: Barclay, Jeffrey, and 
Samantha, who live in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Texas.
    Bart spent the first part of his 
career in software and systems 
engineering in the defense indus-

try, then transitioned to his fami-
ly-owned machine shop. In 2010, 
he and Deb moved to Waco and 
started their own machine shop 
business, T Squared Manufacturing 
on Imperial Drive. T Squared is a 
woman-owned small business that 
is aerospace certified, employing 
about 24 people.
    Bart has been involved in his 
community as a coach, in local 
government, & on the school 
board. Bart continues his involve-
ment in the local community here, 
working to expand STEM (Science, 
Technology, Education, and Math) 
education in secondary schools 
and bring together educators and 
business leaders to address issues 
of employment and workforce 
development. 

Though he was raised a Roman 
Catholic, Deb was an Episcopa-
lian, and they have been members 
of St. Matthias Episcopal Church 
(Baltimore) and Christ Church 
(Bordentown, NJ), where Bart 
was received into the Episcopal 
Church. They joined St. Alban’s 
when they moved to Waco, and 
have been faithful worshipers at 
our 7:30 AM service. Bart has also 
been on our local mission task 
force, as part of the Charting Our 
Course: St. Alban’s 2020 visioning 
initiative. In addition, when Jole 
Cromwell left vestry to join Church 
staff a year ago, the vestry elected 
Bart to finish the remainder of her 
term, ending this month. Bart has 
served as treasurer of the parish 
during that time.

tances.  Finley and she also enjoy 
visiting and hiking national parks. 
She is looking forward to being 
able to be involved and to serve in 
St. Alban’s in this new way. 
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PARISH LIFE

Bethany Grones 01/01
Hugh Henson, Jr. 01/01
Jeanie Hinshaw 01/02
Harper Sedberry 01/02
Lisa Wright 01/02
Steve Claggett 01/03
Holly Thompson 01/03
Amelia Bachofen 01/04
Dean Riley, Jr. 01/04
Joe Wade 01/05
Ben Maddison 01/06
Carolyn Wilson 01/07
Seth Morris 01/08
Andy Wisely 01/11
Debby Kelley 01/13
Pamela Hunt 01/15
Bob Gianella 01/16
Aleah Nichols  01/16
Marsha Snider 01/16
Wendy Callan      01/17
Joy Cozby 01/17
Bob Scattergood 01/18

Diann Dillon 01/19
Foy DuBois 01/19
Nell Pollard 01/20
Ida Lu Smith 01/20
Kate Burton 01/21
Karen Tanner 01/21
Jan Evans 01/23
Keith Hartberg 01/24
John Phillips 01/24
Tania Blount 01/25
Andrew Merkh 01/25
Elba Bond 01/26
Brock Sartwelle 01/26
Samantha Kehl 01/27
Darren Metting 01/28
David Nealy 01/28
Doug Smith 01/28
Rosemary Williams 01/28
Stephen Kehl 01/29
John Tanner 01/29
Marshall Tekell 01/30
Kim Uber 01/31

Happy Birthday

ANNIVERSARIES
Bryant & Stephanie Gleaves 01/01
Jeff & Sandy Olson  01/01
Burl & Stacy Coker  01/06
Steve & Terry Wong  01/10
Mark & Annette Ayers  01/14
Robert & Jacqueline Frahm 01/16
Ed & Kim Uber  01/24
Paul & Laurinda Thorp 01/29
Joe & Enid Wade  01/29

Please Pray For ...
Jeanette Barkett

Tania Blount
James Carver

Stephnie Connell
Jonathan Elliott
Almuth Ewing
Mary Forrest

Karen Gaspard
Rebecca Hartberg

Dale Hollis
Alexandra Marshall
Patrick McMahon
Justine Moxford

Brock Otter
Martha Peacock

Mary Shiplov
Joshua Taylor
Brad Thomas

Beverly Todaro
Donna Zemonek

NEWCOMERS MINISTRY

    Are you looking for a new way 
to connect at St. Alban’s? Then 
consider joining the Greeters 
Ministry and getting to know the 
people of the parish, both visitors 
and long-standing members.
     Greeters will serve similarly to 
our usher teams and will be sched-
uled regularly once every month or 
two. They will stand at the visitors’ 
station at the front of the church 
to welcome people as they enter 

New Greeters Ministry forming
and exit the 10:00 AM service and 
will hand out “swag bags” and an-
swer basic questions like “Where is 
the nursery?” and “What does BCP 
mean in the leaflet?”
    If this sounds like the ministry 
for you or if you have questions, 
please contact Rebekah Hughes 
by phone (254) 644-0913 or email 
(rebekah@stalbanswaco.org).



15

ST. ALBAN’S WORSHIP

January 3
Second Sunday after Christmas

Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 84 (or Psalm 84:1-8)

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
Matthew 2:1-12

January 10
First Sunday after the Epiphany:

The Baptism of Our Lord
Isaiah 43:1-7

Psalm 29
Acts 8: 14-17

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Holy Baptism at 10 AM Service

January 17 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1-5  
Psalm 36:5-10

1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

January 24 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Psalm 19

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21

January 31 
 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm 71:1-6

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30

If you would like to donate 
flowers in memory or honor 
of a loved one, please con-

tact Beth Sartwelle at  
(254) 644-9200.

January 3 - Poinsettias and 
greenery still adorn the sanctuary

Narthex flowers: To the honor and 
glory of God and in loving mem-
ory of Kinley Elizabeth Tichnor 
given by

January 10 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in celebration of 
a new year at St. Alban’s Episco-
pal Church.

January 17 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in thanksgiving 
for our anniversary by Kim and Ed 
Uber.

January 24 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in loving memo-
ry of Elsie Angelo Wolk by Debbie 
and John Guerriero.

January 31 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in thanksgiving 
for all the children of St. Alban’s 
Episcopal Church by the Sartwelle 
family.

S U N DAY  WO R S H I P
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YOUNG ADULTS

YA@SA Events
     YA@SA is St. Alban’s ministry to young adults—both college students 
and those in their 20s/30s (single, married, and married with kids). 
A mix of formation and fellowship events, YA@SA aims to be a place 
where young adults grow together in faith and discipleship. Look for 
our “YA@SA” section in Getting Connected and follow us on Facebook 
(/groups/YAatSA), Twitter (@YAatSA), and Instagram (@YAatSA)! For 
more information, contact our curate, Ben Maddison at ben@stalban-
swaco.org.

College Ministry
Episcopal 101: Are you new at St. Alban’s or to the Episcopal Church? 
Maybe you just want to know more about why we do what we do? In 
this four weeks study we will look at the history, tradition, theology, and 
practice of the Episcopal Church. Whether you are brand new or long-
time Episcopalian, this will be a great opportunity to learn about our 
traditions. Plus, it’s taught by a #EpiscoNerd so you know it’ll be good! 
For all college students (18-23). Follow us on Facebook and Twitter for 
more information. Bring your Book of Common Prayer. And if you don’t 
have one, we’ll change that!

 January 12 – Common Grounds, 8 pm to 10 pm
 January 19 – Dichotomy, 8 pm to 10 pm
 January 26 – Common Grounds, 8 pm to 10 pm
 February 2 – Dichotomy, 8 pm to 10 pm

20s/30s Ministry
Post-Church Brunch: Love coming to St. Alban’s but don’t know many 
people? YA@SA’s 20s/30s group will go out for bunch/lunch togeth-
er. This will be a great chance to fellowship and meet new folks! All 
20s/30s welcome—feel free to bring your families as well!

Sunday, February 14 – Place TBD, 11:30 am to 1:30 pm

@YAatSA

www.stalbanswaco.
org/yaatsawww.facebook.com/

groups/yaatsa
@YAatSA

     ELF, the 
Episcopal 
Lutheran 
Fellow-
ship. This 
is a great way for Lutheran and 
Episcopal students to connect 
with each other and to spread the 
word about events on and around 
campus.
 The Episcopal Student Center 
is located on the Baylor Universi-
ty campus at 1712 S. 10th St. We 
welcome all college students in the 
Waco area from Baylor, MCC, and 
TSTC.
 The Center is growing! Upstairs 
we’re adding a computer lab with 
Macs and PCs, free printing and 
faxing. We’re also adding a group 
room and a quiet prayer and study 
room. We need your help. If you 
want to make a new year’s reso-
lution to recycle, we need: more 
computers, electric candles, stereo 
with MP3 player, area rugs, office 
furniture. If you can donate any of 
these items. contact Steve at email 
listed below.

Weekly Schedule 
Dinner & Eucharist Sundays 6:00 PM
Dinner, Study/Worship  
    Thurs, 6:00 PM
Check with Steven (below) to see 
when events resume in January.

Questions? The Rev. Steven Balke 
at steven@stpaulswaco.org.

Episcopal Lutheran 
Fellowship & ESC events



FINANCIAL UPDATE

Income and Expenses:
     Annual                     Year-to-Date
     Budget             Actual

  2015 Income          639,891           624,459 

  2015 Expenses       639,891            568,351  
Surplus/(Deficit)          0                      56,108

Assets and Liabilities: 
   Assets
      Operating Account   $84,925
      Memorial Fund   8,087
 Endowment Fund    626,572 
 Organ Renovation       34,394
   Total Assets    $753,978  

   Total Liabilities (2013 A/C Loan Bal.)    (79,300)

Excess of Fund Balances over Liabilities   674,678 
     All figures as of December 17, 2015

Stewardship 2015
Total Annual Pledged:           $488,539 
     (131 Total Annual Pledges) 

Received Pledges Year-to-Date*        456,829   
*as of Dec. 17, 2015

For the period ending December 17:
Pledges Received:    36,614
Non Pledged Contributions    3,180
Total Contributions Received            39,794

Pledges Budgeted:             40,712

Financial Snapshot: As of Dec. 17

Thank you for giving to St. Alban’s Stewardship 
and for your Pledge and Contributions!

Please remember to stay current on your pledge. For questions about ACH payments, planned 
giving, Endowment Fund, stock gifts, or your pledge, contact 

Business Manager Lori Youngblood  
at lori@stalbanswaco.org.
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Stewardship 2016
Total Annual Pledged:           $511,154       
      146 Total Annual Pledges
 32 New pledges
 51 increased pledges (vs. 2015)
 28 decreased pledges
 36 unchanged pledges
 Thank you for your generous support of our 2016 
Stewardship Campaign: Whole Hearted Giving.
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305 North 30th Street
Waco, TX 76710
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

a PariSh of the dioceSe of texaS

the rt. rev. c. andrew doyle

ix BiShoP of texaS 
the rt. rev. Jeff fiSher

BiShoP Suffragan

the rt. rev. dena a. harriSon

BiShoP Suffragan

St. AlbAn’S StAff

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman, Rector
aaron@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Benjamin B. Maddison, Curate
ben@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Alberto Melis, Deacon
alberto@stalbanswaco.org

Grace Brown, Youth Minister
grace@stalbanswaco.org

Jole R. Cromwell, Coordinator of Children’s 
Ministry & Parish Life 

jole@stalbanswaco.org

Hilary Gardner, Parish Administrator 
hilary@stalbanswaco.org

David Gilbreath, Organist

Rebekah Hughes, Newcomer Ministry
rebekah@stalbanswaco.org

Vicki Kabat, Communications Coordinator 
vicki@stalbanswaco.org

Elaine Karban, Outreach Center Coordinator
elaine@stalbanswaco.org

Lori Youngblood, Business Manager
lori@stalbanswaco.org

Howard L. Thompson, Choirmaster
howard@stalbanswaco.org

Mary Ann Thompson, Carillonneur

St. AlbAn’S VeStry

David Tekell, Senior Warden

John L. Wood, Junior Warden

Bart Townsend, Treasurer
Liaison for Adult Programs

Pat Danley, Clerk
Liaison for Outreach & Mission

Mary Fadal
Liaison for Stewardship

Kathy Davidson
Liaison for Christian Formation

Carol Melis
Liaison for Pastoral Care

Debbie McMahon
Liaison for Youth Ministry

Sue Parrigin
Liaison for Parish Life

Paul Thorp
Liaison for Newcomers

Andrew Wisely
Liaison for Worship

Jeremy Uecker
Liaison for Children’s Ministry

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are One Church 
within the Anglican Communion and The 

Episcopal Church. All are sought and embraced 
in worship, mission and ministry in a spirit of 

mutual love and respect.

And here at St. Alban’s, we carry out the above 
Diocesan Vision by

St. AlbAn’S SundAy WorShip
7:30 am holy euchariSt, rite i • 9:00 am Sunday School for all ageS • 10:00 am holy euchariSt, rite ii (nurSery  availaBle)

ANNUAL

MEETING 

JAN. 24 

Proclaiming to all, through word and deed, the grace of God in Jesus Christ.


