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See what I did there? I made 
you want to read this. That 

little trick, called click bait, is used 
online all the time. You think, “I’ve 
got to find out what #9 is,” so 
you click. (I promise, it’s not that 
shocking.) But now that I’ve got 
your attention…
 It’s November, and I’m in a 
thankful mood. Plus, studies show 
making a regular gratitude list is 
one of the best things you can do 
for your mental and spiritual state. 
So here are the ten things (in no 
particular order) for which I am 
most grateful at St. Alban’s:
 1.  Music. Our choir is full and, 
man, are they making a joyful 
noise! Not a Sunday goes by that 
I’m not struck by the beauty and 
power of our music. I’m grateful 
for our choir members, along with 
choirmaster Howard Thompson, 
organist David Gilbreath, carillon-
neur Mary Thompson, and Choris-
ters/children’s chime choir director 
Dennis Guill. 
 2. Student Ministry. Under the 
leadership of Grace Brown (with 
volunteers like Korey Wright and a 
slew of parents who bring meals), 
this ministry began with youth 
group meetings of sometimes 1 
or 2 kids. This year, they’ve reg-
ularly seen 8-12. And I’m grateful 
for our partnership with the youth 
ministry of Holy Spirit Episcopal 
Church—what a wonderful sign of 
church unity.

 3.  Children’s Ministry. Some-
thing I hear all the time from our 
older members is, “There are so 
many children in church! It’s won-
derful.” I heartily agree. And with 
Jole Cromwell and her volunteers, 
this ministry continues to grow.
 4.  Bible Study. Some of the 
most fun I have all week is teach-
ing our Wednesday 10:30 AM 
Bible Study (on Exodus, if you’re 
wondering) and the Thursday 
morning men’s “Breakfast and Bi-
ble” (on Matthew’s Gospel). I love 
seeing the “A-ha!” light come on 
in people’s eyes. I love the insights 
of scripture. And I’m grateful for 
the folks who come, hungry for 
God’s grace and his Word.
 5.  Attendance. In the first 
half of 2013, our Average Sunday 
Attendance (ASA) was 120. By 
the end of the year it had jumped 
to 156. For 2014, it went to 163. 
This year, it’s at 174. Our 10:00 
AM service is full of men, women, 
and children who are hearing the 
Gospel proclaimed through Word 
and Sacrament. With new visitors 
on a weekly basis, our vestry has 
been having conversations about 
when and how to accommodate 
our visitors, possibly considering 
another Sunday service. Pray for 
your vestry’s discernment.
 6. Our Curate. In our Septem-
ber 28, 2014, all-parish visioning 
exercise (Charting Our Course: 

10 Things I’m Grateful for at 
St. Alban’s (#9 will shock you!)
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“You, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit,
ensure that we 
continue to live 

out our mission.”

(continued on page 5)

FROM THE RECTOR



     Thanks to everyone for 
making the 2015 Stewardship 
Campaign a success. Your 
generosity, with many new and 
increased pledges, will allow us 
an anticipated 2% increase in 
our budget. Not only was the 
campaign financially success-
ful, but the gratitude expressed 
for St. Alban’s, its people, and 
ministries was overwhelming. 
     Beginning on Rally Day, we 
asked you to share what you 
are grateful for at St. Alban’s. 
The number and variety of 
responses demonstrated how 
important St. Alban’s is to 
us all. From Sunday worship, 
the music and the sanctuary, to Sunday School, 
children’s ministries and the outreach in Waco and 
beyond, God’s work is being done here. 
     I especially enjoyed hearing the stories of those 
of you who spoke on Sunday mornings about the 
impact St. Alban’s has had on your lives. Huge thank 
yous to Ronda and Sean McCarthy, Cathy Ratcliff, 
Florence Scattergood, and Quyen and Sam Vo for 
agreeing to speak on Sunday mornings. Thank you 
to Joann Stringer for updating our Facebook page 
daily with words of gratitude for St. Alban’s. Thank 
you to Claudia Bachofen, Jole Cromwell and Cathy 
Ratcliff for helping with the luncheon, and a huge 
thank you to Margie Allen and Mary Fadal for their 
support and guidance. Of course, the campaign 
would not have been so successful without our won-
derful office staff: Hilary, Anna, and Ben. 
     Although most of the pledges were received by 
the Ingathering Luncheon on October 25, some are 
still outstanding. If you have not yet submitted your 
pledge, please turn it in to the church office as soon 
as possible, or pledge online at www.stalbanswaco/
stewardship.

STEWARDSHIP 2016
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Vestry nominations, 
discernment meeting ahead
Vestry nominations
     Nominations for vestry are now open. The nom-
ination form is available in the narthex and church 
office. Nominations may also be submitted via email 
to stalbans@stalbanswaco.org. Nominations are due 
November 6. You may nominate yourself. Nominees 
must attend a vestry discernment meeting on No-
vember 12, at 5:00 PM and will be evaluated by the 
Nominations Committee. Those selected will stand 
for election at the Annual Meeting on January 24, 
2016. 

What is the vestry? 
     The vestry is a spiritual community whose minis-
try is the administration of the affairs of the parish: 
property, ministry, and finance. The 12 members of 
vestry are elected to serve staggered 3-year terms. 
We elect four new members each year.

What makes a good vestry member? 
     A vibrant faith in Christ and a love for St. Alban’s. 
Vestry members have different gifts: some bring 
business or legal acumen, others bring creativity or 
a pastoral sensitivity. There is no one kind of vestry 
person.

Who can serve on vestry? 
     Eligible nominees must be a member of the 
parish (for at least a year), have been confirmed (or 
received) in the Episcopal Church, and a commu-
nicant in good standing (which means you attend 
worship regularly, take Communion, pledge finan-
cially, and are involved in serving the parish in some 
way). In other words, vestry members are faithful 
Christians and faithful Episcopalians. 

What does the vestry do? 
1.  Meet monthly for about 2 hours.
2. Annual vestry retreat and occasional special   
    meetings. 
3. Serve every 12 weeks as Vestry Person of the
    Week (VPOW) setting up and cleaning up on
    Sundays.

PARISH NEWS

By Angela Tekell, Stewardship 2016 Chairperson
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PARISH NEWS

    In the Nicene Creed, Christians 
affirm their belief in “the commu-
nion of Saints.” What does that 
mean? A “saint” is not a perfect
person who never lies, cheats, or 
steals. In the Bible, a saint is any-
one—good, bad, or ugly—who is 
“in Christ.” That is, someone who 
belongs to Jesus Christ through 
their faith in him. This applies to 
those in this life and the next. So 
“saint” also does not only apply to 
someone who is dead. 
 The phrase “communion of 
saints” means that all of us who 
are in Christ, who belong to him, 
are bound together in him, wheth-
er we are in our earthly life or our 
heavenly one. Christ is Lord of us 

All Saints’ Day & the Necrology
all! This great theological reality 
is celebrated every year on All 
Saints’ Day, which is always on 
November 1. 
 One of the ways we observe 
this day is by listing the deceased 
in a list called the Necrology. We 
will have two necrologies. The 
first will list all the names of all 
our loved ones (church mem-
bers or not) who have died in the 
year since the last All Saints’ Day 
(November 1, 2014, through Octo-
ber 31, 2015). This list will be read 
aloud in our worship services on 
November 1. 
 The second necrology lists all 
the names of deceased loved ones 
who died at any time in the past. 

Lloyd Alvin Alexander
Teryl Loraine Anderson

Edmond J. Boles
Miriam Gwendolyn Cantrell

Edna Barkett Gani
Diana R. Garland
Jenifer Gifford
Joyce Gifford

Patsy Hardman
Lucille Harper
Jerry Houpy

James Alford Maddox
George Laigle Morris, Sr.

Meg Oates Smith
Charles Sumner II

Albans Vrana
Albums Vrla

Pauline Vrana

Those Who Have Died 
in the Past Year

Willard and Pauline Carson
George Cobb

Archer Edwards
Ed Faraizl

Ella Mae Faraizl
Dr. Shaw Gaddy
Mrs. Iris Gaddy
Patric L. Hutton
Bob McMillen

Robert Terwelliger
Vernon and Lessie Thompson
Peeler and Margie Williams

Those Who Have Died 
in Previous Years

Whom We Remember

Vision 2020; see www.stalbanswa-
co.org/charting-our-course), one 
of the most consistent themes 
voiced was the need for an as-
sistant priest. With the arrival of 
Ben Maddison, enabled by your 
giving, that dream has become a 
reality. He’s doing great work with 
our burgeoning college and young 
adult ministry, YA@SA.
 7.  Pastoral Care Team. With 
his ordination to the diaconate, 
Alberto Melis joins our team of 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors and FAST 
(Food and Service Team) in visit-
ing and caring for members of our 
parish facing medical events.
 8.  The Daily Office. This is a 
quiet but vital ministry. Lay peo-
ple and our clergy lead Morning 
Prayer at 7:00 AM and Evening 
Prayer at 5:30 PM in Higgins 
Chapel. In addition, we now have a 
Communion service there at 11:30 
AM on Wednesday. I am grateful 
that these people sacrifice time 
and effort to pray for our church, 
our city, and our world. 
 9.  Our Future. In the August 
issue of this newsletter, Jim Sart-
welle updated you on the progress 
of Charting our Course: Vision 
2020. He told you how our task 
forces and ministry leaders, with 
the input from the congregational 
meeting, gave input on how our 
vision would take shape on our 
campus. Jim explained that a Mas-
ter Planning Committee, appointed 
by the vestry, would interview and 
select an architect to guide our 
master plan. That committee (Jim 
Sartwelle, chair; Paula Campbell; 
Stewart Kelly; Kay Olson; Cathy 

RECTOR (cont’d)

(continued on page 17)



CHRISTIAN FORMATION
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10:30 AM - Rector’s Bible 
Study, Music Room

Moses, Pharaoh, burning bush-
es, gnats, plagues, and parting 
seas. What do these famous 
stories and characters have to do 
with us? Join us as we continue 
our journey through Exodus. Open 
to Bible readers of all levels.

11:30 AM -  
Eucharist in Higgins Chapel

A 30-minute service with Bible 
readings, a brief homily by our 
clergy, and Holy Communion. 
Come and find peace in the middle 
of your week.

Wednesday Schedule First Wednesday Lunch: Nov 4, Noon, Parish Hall
      The first Wednesday of every month, we have a delicious catered 
lunch at noon in the Parish Hall. Food by Patty’s Kitchen. 
 Join us November 4 for this time of food and fellowship. Everyone 
is welcome—church members, visitors, neighbors, and friends. Please 
RSVP to stalbans@stalbanswaco.org. Drop-ins welcome.

Symposium on 
Faith and Culture
Baylor University

Nov. 5-7
    The 2015 Institute for Faith and Learning Symposium on Faith and 
Culture is “The Spirit of Sports,” featuring national theologians, pas-
tors, ESPN analysts, and Baylor President Ken Starr. Our Rector Aaron 
Zimmerman will give the homily at the closing service on Friday eve-
ning. To learn more about the symposium, go to baylor.edu/IFL.



 Helplessness Blues, Fleet Fox-
es’ second studio album, debuted 
to praise from everyone from The 
A.V. Club to Pitchfork Media. (If 
that sentence made no sense to 
you, you probably 
are not a recov-
ering hipster who 
listens to psyche-
delic folk—and 
that’s probably a 
good thing!) 
 Helplessness 
Blues is one of my favorite albums, 
especially its title track. The song 
wrestles with two ways of under-
standing one’s place in the world. 
It opens with these words:

I was raised up believing I was 
somehow unique / Like a snow-
flake distinct among snowflakes, 
unique in each way you can see
/ And now after some thinking,  

I’d say I’d rather be / A functioning 
cog in some great machinery 
serving something beyond me

 The song reflects a belief that 
telling a generation of children 
they are special, unique snow-
flakes, had a positive effect on 
their self-esteem, but had a neg-
ative effect on their ability to be 
functioning members of society. 
Fleet Foxes sees life as meaning-
less. In a world where everyone is 
special, no one is special. Worse 
yet, becoming part of something 
bigger, part of some “great ma-
chinery,” leaves the single cog 
equally without meaning—it’s one 
big cycle of meaninglessness.

FROM THE CURATE

Distinct snowflake, functioning cog, or ... a third way?
By The Rev. Benjamin B. Maddison
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 The demands on people to be 
“special snowflakes” or “function-
ing cogs” have the same root—
social pressure. The social de-
mands on individuals have a spir-
itual effect—convincing people 
they are not good enough un-
less they “do” or “accomplish” or 
“function” towards some end. This 
helplessness/meaninglessness 
comes from a culture and society 
that only attaches value to “doing.”
 The good news of our shared 
life in Christ—the Gospel for all 
people, snowflakes and cogs—is 
that everything is dashed on the 
cross and completed in the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. The de-
mands of the world to be “special” 
or to “produce” are replaced by a 
promise that God wants us to exist 
for God’s pleasure alone.      
 God takes delight in our return 

to and continued existence with 
God. In this sense, the demand of 
the world to “produce” or “prove” 
our specialness is replaced with 
the full knowledge that we are 
loved simply by being creatures 
created in the image of God. In 
all of our brokenness, in all of our 
mistakes, in all of our boringness, 
in all of our awkward weirdness—
God loves us as us, and sent Jesus 
to live, die, and be resurrected so 
that we could all be brought closer 
to God, glorifying God in all we 
do—even just existing!
 In this way, our “Helplessness 
Blues” are not solved by our hard 
work, our differentiation, or by our 
giving up or helplessness; they are 
solved by the cry of the Psalm-
ist—“Our help is in the name of 
the Lord; the maker of heaven and 
earth.”

IN CONCERT:
RACHEL 
ZYLSTRA

NOV. 17, 7:30 PM
ST. ALBAN’S

“Confessional songwriter and performer whose music 
finds a home in sanctuaries and in dimly lit music bars...”

Suggested $10 donation

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church   305 N. 30th St.
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PARISH SNAPSHOTS

October busy 
at St. Alban’s
(Above left) Several folks turned out 
for the Blessing of the Animals early 
in the month, including this beautiful 
group of Golden Retrievers (oh, and 
their owners).

(Middle left) The St. Alban’s banner 
flew proudly at the Tailgate ChillGrill 
Oct. 17. First planned for the men 
only, ChillGrill went rogue and invit-
ed everyone! Michael Larsen, griller 
extraordinaire (above), breaks out 
the special ingredient for the gour-
met breakfast burgers. We hope to 
make the tailgate an annual event, 
so stay tuned next year and come 
cheer for the Bears. 

(Bottom left) The second class of 
of Skillpoint’s Certified Nurse Aide 
class graduated on Oct. 23 and were 
addressed by Prosper Waco Execu-
tive Director Matthew Polk (bottom 
right). Visit skillpointalliance.org and 
prosperwaco.org.
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MUSIC MINISTRY

     The season of Advent is on the 
horizon, and your Chancel Choir is 
busy planning and rehearsing for  
this special time of year.
     Our annual Advent concert will 
be Sunday, December 6, at 5:30 
PM in the church. We will again 
collaborate with the Central Texas 
String Academy, which meets in 
our Outreach Center. 
    This Advent we will present  the 
Christmas portion of Messiah with 
the addition of “Worthy is the 
Lamb” and the difficult “Amen” 
chorus.  Many people think the 
Messiah ends with the popular 
“Hallelujah” chorus, but in reality 
that chorus only closes the second 

section of the entire three-section 
work.   
     “Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain and hath redeemed us to 
God by His Blood” encompass-
es the reason Christ’s birth was 
necessary. This stirring, final grand 
chorus with its ending “Amen” is 
most appropriate to add to the 
Christmas story.
     I hope you will make plans to 
attend this evening service of light 
and the presentation of Messiah. 
Invite others to come with you. It 
will contribute to your prepara-
tions for Christmas in a special and 
meaningful way.
—Howard Thompson, Choirmaster

Preparing the music for Advent season

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

     We could use some gently used 
or new bean bag chairs in the 5th 
and 6th grade “Tweens” class-
room.  We also need large sheets 
of cardboard (such as come on 
new, large appliances) for an up-
coming project. Thank you!

Items needed for classrooms 

Kids Connection 
off to great start
     Twenty-four “tweens,” children 
in 5th and 6th grades, gathered at 
the first downtown Kids Connec-
tion in October. Children from St. 
Alban’s, St. Paul’s, and First Pres-
byterian met for food, games, and 
a service activity—making fleece 
blankets for Project Linus, which 
provides free blankets to children 
who have experienced trauma or 
crisis. 
     The next Kids Connection will 
be from 11:30 AM to 3:00 PM, No-
vember 15, at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church. Tweens gathered for the first Kids Connection in October, hosted by 

First Presbyterian Church.

Sunday, December 6
5:30 PM in the Church

MEN’S MINISTRY
Thursday Bible Study
   The Thursday morning men’s 
“Breakfast and Bible” meets from 
7:30 to 8:30 AM in the Parish Hall. 
The rector continues his study of 
the Gospel of Matthew. All are wel-
come!

Featuring St. Alban’s Chancel Choir with Choirmaster Howard Thompson 
and the Central Texas String Academy with Director Julia Hardy

A D V E N T  C O N C E R T ,  H a n d e l ' s  M e s s i a h
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NEWCOMERS MINISTRY
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LOCAL OUTREACH
1-on-1 tutors needed 
     Tutors are needed at our 
Adopt-A-School Partner, Cedar 
Ridge Elementary. For more info 
call the school at (254) 756-1241 
or contact St. Alban’s members 
Nancy Merkh (a teacher at Cedar 
Ridge) at nancy.merkh@wacoisd.
org or Gail Baird, St. Alban’s liaison 
with Cedar Ridge, at gwbaird@
hot.rr.com.

New! ReVision 
     We’re starting a partnership 
with ReVision, a mentoring pro-
gram for children in the TX juvenile 
justice sytem. Info session Nov. 8, 
noon, Parish Hall. Contact Al Melis 
at alberto@stalbanswaco.org. 
Learn more at houstonrevision.org.

An important aspect of St. Alban’s ministry to others is to provide access to its Outreach Center to 
several life-enhancing programs in the greater Waco community. 

Twelve-Step Programs - St. Alban’s is proud to partner with Central Texas Intergroup for Alcoholic 
Anonymous to offer the following 12-Step Recovery programs. Learn more at www.centexinter-
group.com. 

HOTLINE: (254) 754-3336

  Al-Anon in Spanish, Mondays, 5:30 pm, Room 17
  Al-Anon, 6 pm, Tuesdays & Fridays, Room 17
  AA Women, 4 pm, Sundays, Rm. 9
  AA, 7 pm, Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays, Room 17
  Al-A-Teen, 7 pm, Tuesdays, Room 9

Family Abuse Center Support Group - For women coming out of domestic violence. Mondays, 7 
pm, Room 16. Learn more at www.familyabusecenter.org or call 24-hour hotline 1 (800) 283-8401.

Skillpoint Alliance Education - Skillpoint Alliance sponsors free classes in fast-tracked educational 
programs in the medical and technical fields. Learn more at www.skillpointalliance.org.

Community Race Relations Coalition - movie nights, lectures, and monthly board meeting. Learn 
more at www.crrcwaco.org.

Central Texas String Academy - Individual and group lessons. Learn more at www.centraltexasstrin-
gacademy.com.

To learn more, contact Elaine Karban, Outreach Center Coordinator, at elaine@stalbanswaco.org.
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STUDENT MINISTRY

     October was a busy month for 
Student Ministry! We volunteered 
at the World Hunger Relief Farm, 
had a picnic at Cameron Park, and 
celebrated fall with a costume 
party during MIDWEEK. We are 
still using “The Story” as a guide 
to take our students through 
each chapter of the Bible. We just 
finished Exodus and will be read-
ing through Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy in the coming 
months.      
     In Sunday School, Student Min-
istry is in the middle of a 5-week 
guest speaker series led by Grace 
Brown, Korey Wright, Ben Maddi-
son, and Joe Wade.  
     On Wednesday nights, Church 
of the Holy Spirit combines with 
St. Alban’s Student Ministry for 
MIDWEEK from 6:00 PM to 8:00 
PM. During this time, students can 
expect dinner, a game or activity, 
and a discussion.  
     Both Sunday School and MID-
WEEK are located upstairs in the 
Student Ministry Room. All stu-
dents entering 6th-12th grade are 
welcome and encouraged to bring 
friends. 
     St. Alban’s Student Ministry 
also plans to attend Camp Allen’s 
Volunteer Weekend. Stay tuned 
for the date of our trip and for the 
spring calendar in next month’s 
Epistle. 

(Above) How much fun do we have at 
MIDWEEK? Lots! Food, games, activi-
ties, and a discussion about the things 
we care about. Join us!

(Left) Deacon Alberto Melis accompa-
nied students to a service day at World 
Hunger Relief Farm, here with (from 
left) Kate Burton, Abigail Zimmerman, 
and visiting friends.

Nov. 22: Lake Waco after 10:00 
AM service

Dec. 9: Ugly Christmas Sweater 
Party in place of MIDWEEK

Dec. 15: Waco is a Wonderland

Coming Up in November and December ...

MIDWEEK continues to grow; fun & service events ahead

Questions?  If you have any questions 
or want to learn more about Student 
Ministry, please contact Grace Brown 
at grace@stalbanswaco.org.

Dec. 27-29: Diocese Senior High 
Midwinter Retreat 

Jan. 15-17: “Happening” event 
(visit www.epicenter.org/youth to 
register)

By Grace Brown, Student Ministry
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Noted theologian 
Alister McGrath
to speak at Truett
     Alister 
McGrath, 
renowned 
theologian 
and author, 
will give the 
Leo & Glori-
anna Parch-
man Endowed Lectures Nov. 17 
and 18 at George W. Truett Theo-
logical Seminary. His lecture series 
is titled “Why Faith Makes Sense: 
Exploring the Rationality of Chris-
tianity.”
     McGrath is the Andreas Idreos 
Professor of Science and Religion 
and the Director of the Ian Ramsey 
Centre for Science and Religion at 
the University of Oxford. He has 
a long-standing interest in educa-
tional issues, and has developed 
a series of theological textbooks 
that are widely used throughout 
the world. SOURCE: www.baylor.
edu/Truett

LECTURES
All are free and open to the public. 

Held in the Truett Chapel.

Tuesday, 11 AM, Nov. 17
“Why reason isn’t enough:
The ‘Big Picture’ of faith”

Tuesday, 7 PM, Nov. 17
“Seeing things in a new way: Grace 
and the transformation of vision”

Wednesday, 11 AM, Nov. 18
“Wonder and Meaning: Why faith 
engages the imagination, not just 
reason”

The meaning of Advent: A paradox 
of expectation and of penitence

     For centuries, the Church has 
marked its common worship and 
life by a “liturgical calendar” cen-
tered on the two most important 
celebrations of the year—Christ-
mas and Easter. Each of these 
feasts (a church word that means 
celebration) are preceded by a 
time of preparation—getting all of 
us spiritually ready for Christmas 
and Easter.
     As winter approaches, the litur-
gical calendar starts anew with the 
first season of preparation—Ad-
vent. Advent is the first season of 
the liturgical year and comes from 
the Latin word adventus mean-
ing “coming.” During Advent, the 
Church prepares for the coming of 
Jesus.
     The Church calendar is rife with 
symbolism and metaphor. In the 
same way the new church year—a 
celebration of life as all nature is 
dying—Advent has a double mean-
ing. In one sense we remember the 
first coming of Jesus Christ—his 
birth to Mary and Joseph in the 
city of Bethlehem roughly 2000 
years ago. However, we are also 
preparing for something else—the 
second coming of Jesus Christ, as 
promised in the New Testament.
     The four weeks leading to 
Christmas prepare us both for an 
event that already has happened 
and an event that we anxiously 
await—the return of Jesus and 
the reconciliation of all creation 
to God. Advent is a paradox—we 

By The Rev. Benjamin B. Maddison await a Lord who has both come 
and is coming!
    The change in liturgical sea-
son can be spotted in several 
ways. First, the liturgical color will 
change. You are probably tired of 
the green stoles and vestments, 
which mark “Ordinary time” or 
the season after Pentecost. For 
Advent there are two options for 
liturgical coloring—Sarum blue 
and purple. In the last several 
decades, Episcopal churches (like 
St. Alban’s) have been moving 
away from the color purple—which 
represents seasons of penitence—
to the more traditional color of 
blue. In the way that Advent is a 
paradox of expectation, it is also 
a paradox about penitence—we 
prepare for the Lord through pen-
itence, but unlike Lent (a season 
of preparation for Easter where 
we contemplate our own mortality 
and sinfulness), it is a season of 
feasts and celebration! Specifical-
ly, we use Sarum blue because it 
comes from one of the oldest En-
glish church rites—the Sarum Rite 
of Salisbury, England dating from 
the 11th century C.E.
     Besides the change in litur-
gical color, we also will observe 
Advent through changes to the 
liturgy. First, we will light the 
Advent wreath, which reminds us 
of the themes of Advent—Hope, 
Joy, Love, and Expectation. Sec-
ond, the Gloria that we sing at the 
beginning of the 10:00 AM service 

(continued on page 13)

PARISH NEWS
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(“Glory to God in the highest…”) 
will be replaced with the Magnifi-
cat or “Song of Mary.” The Magnifi-
cat is taken from Luke 1:41-55 and 
is Mary’s response to the Angel 
Gabriel’s announcement that she 
will bear the Son of God, Jesus. 
The Magnificat is especially appro-
priate for Advent both because 
it relates to the coming of Christ, 
but it also presents a picture of 
what the Kingdom of God will look 

like when Jesus returns. Third, you 
will notice that we have switched 
the prayers of the Eucharist from 
Prayer A to Prayer B and also that 
the “Proper Preface”—the section 
between “The Lord be With You” 
and “Holy, Holy, Holy”—is now 
being sung. We changed this to 
mark the changes in season, and 
because Prayer B is so appropriate 
for the season of Advent—retelling 
the story of Jesus’ miraculous birth 

by Mary and of his redemptive life, 
death, and resurrection for us!
     Lastly, to the chagrin of car-
olers everywhere, we will abstain 
from singing Christmas songs until 
Christmas Eve. This practice is 
the most countercultural act the 
Church engages in during Advent. 
It is important that our liturgy and 
worship stress our preparation 
and expectation for the coming 

The meaning of Advent  (cont’d)

(continued on page 15)

First Sunday of Advent Nov. 29
(NO SUNDAY SCHOOL)

Intergenerational Wreath Making, 9 AM, Parish Hall
Fluffing of the Greens

Rector’s Lecture Series: MERRY MIXED MEDIA
Wednesdays, Dec. 2, 9, & 16, 6:30-8:00 PM

Parish Hall
With the help of rock bands, Charles Dickens, Macaulay Culkin, and 

more, Aaron Zimmerman will explore the meaning and appeal of the 
season with humor, grace, and insight. Potluck supper at 6:30 PM, pre-
sentation from 7:00-8:00 PM. All welcome. Open to the public. Free.

Nursery provided. Children’s program starts at 7:00 PM.

ADVENT CONCERT: Handel’s Messiah 
Dec. 6, 5:30 PM, Church

The Central Texas String Academy and the St. Alban’s Chancel Choir 
will hold its annual concert. Free and open to the public.

Come early to the church; this event fills quickly.
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ST. ALBAN’S WORSHIP

Sunday Worship
November 1

All Saints
Isaiah 25:6-9, Psalm 24, 

Revelation 21:1-6a, John 11:32-44

November 8
24th Sunday after Pentecost
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17; Psalm 127;

Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44

November 15 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 1:4-20; Canticle: The 

Song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1-10); 
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25; 

Mark 13:1-8

November 22
Last Sunday after Pentecost:

Christ the King Sunday
2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-13; 

Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37

November 29
First Sunday of Advent

Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-9;
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; 

Luke 21:25-36

If you would like to donate 
flowers in memory or honor 
of a loved one, please con-

tact Beth Sartwelle at  
(254) 644-9200.

November 1 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in thanksgiving 
for Rheagan Elaine King on her 
baptism.

November 8 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in honor of all 
military veterans and their families 
by the Wong family.

November 15 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in loving mem-
ory of Ann and Jim Pearson by 
Kathleen and Bronson Eden.

November 22 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in celebration of 
Loraine Smith’s birthday by Doug 
Smith.

November 29 - To the honor and 
glory of God and in loving mem-
ory of Arthur C. “Cappy” Eads by 
David & Angela Tekell and family.

NOVEMBER ALTAR  
FLOWERS

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOV. 29
WREATH MAKING AT 9 AM

     Bring your family and make an 
Advent wreath to enjoy during the 
holiday season! There will be no Sunday 
School classes so that all generations 
can participate in this St. Alban’s 
tradition. Meet at 9:00 AM in the Parish 
Hall. Bring scissors and glue guns; all 
other materials provided.
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PARISH LIFE

Peggy Aston 11/01
Matthew Slinkard 11/01
Finley Edwards 11/02
Edie Avery 11/04
Ken Fadal 11/05
Ernie Navara 11/07
Shelby Rasner 11/07
Karlson Smith 11/08
Betty Claggett 11/09
Jim Moen 11/09
Viola Sullivan 11/10
Sara Barkley 11/11
Lucy Murphy 11/11
Mary K  Schwartz 11/11
Steve Wong 11/11
Stella Raimondo 11/13
Jenn Tovar 11/15
Susan Fisher 11/16
Carol Perry 11/16

Chip Tate 11/16
Bart Townsend      11/16
Donna Carroll 11/18
David Gilbreath 11/19
Philip Price, Sr. 11/19
Kristina Smith 11/19
Jeanine Cobb 11/21
Loraine Smith 11/22
Bradley Hinkle   11/23
Sharon Marchant 11/23
Davanna Nealy 11/24
Cathy Capers 11/25
Libby Martinez 11/25
Kristy Burton 11/26
Doyle Young 11/27
Clint Capers 11/28
Albert L. Snider, Sr.  11/28
Anderson Edwards 11/29
Mike Davidson 11/30

Happy Birthday

ANNIVERSARIES
Silas and Margie Parker 11/01
Todd and Kathy Heller 11/17
James and Carolyn Hurst 11/19
Samuel and Renee Martinez 11/25

Please Pray For ...
Jeanette Barkett

Tania Blount
James Carver

Stephnie Connell
Almuth Ewing
Mary Forrest

Karen Gaspard
Rebecca Hartberg

Dale Hollis
Carly Holt

Patrick McMahon
Justine Moxford
Martha Peacock
Colton Shearer
Mary Shiplov
Tom Stanton
Joshua Taylor
Brad Thomas

Beverly Todaro

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS

BEREAVEMENTS

The meaning of Advent  (cont’d from page 17)

of Jesus (both as a baby and as 
returning Lord). Therefore, we 
defer the complete joy and exalta-
tion of Jesus’ birth until Christmas 
Eve and the Christmas season. 
Although it might seem disap-
pointing to not sing those hymns 
that people know and love during 
Advent, remember that the world 
gets one day for Christmas—we 
get an entire Church season—12 
whole days!
     As we move into Advent, our 
hope is that you might live into the 
season of preparation. Every year, 
Advent is a clarion call to renew 
our hearts and minds in the knowl-

edge and love of God and of Jesus 
Christ his son. Look forward to the 
remembrance of Jesus incarna-
tion—God becoming human and 
dwelling among us; look forward 
with expectation and hope to the 
promised second coming of Jesus 
Christ, where all things will be put 
under subjection to Christ and 
reconciled to God. Look forward—
with hope, and joy, and love—to 
the celebration of God made 
known to us in a tiny baby, two 
thousand years ago. 

Lloyd Alexander, 
father of Harold Alexander

Sara Beth Burch
Stephanie & Cory Sigler

Roy & Kathy James
Joann McMillen
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YOUNG ADULTS

College Ministry
Nov. 4 - Coffee Talk – Common Grounds from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM

Nov. 13 – Last Drive In Picture Show – Departure time, movie times, 
and movies TBA, but we will leave together from the church.

Nov. 18 – Coffee Talk – Dichotomy from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM

20s/30s
Nov. 14 – Day Trip to Dallas Museum of Art and Lunch – Please 
RSVP to Ben (ben@stalbanswaco.org) and join the Facebook Event! 
Once we have a group of people, we will take a poll and figure out 
lunch. Friends and family invited. We will meet at the church and 
carpool together. Leaving church by 9:00 AM and arriving home by 
4:30 PM.

YA@SA All
During the Advent season, we will be participating in the Wednes-
day Night Advent Series with Aaron. See p. 13 and “Getting Connect-
ed” in the bulletin for more information. The College Ministry group 
may have its own discussion following the Advent offering—but the 
time and place is still TBD. Talk to Ben (or email him at ben@stalban-
swaco.org) for more information.

DEACON UPDATE
My sisters, my brothers!
      I wanted to share with you just 
a short note about what we have 
been doing. Much of what I have 
been doing since my ordination 
in June has been learning. I’m still 
working on that!
 One thing that the increase in 
clergy at St. Alban’s has done is 
allowed us to greatly expand our 
pastoral visits. 
Simply, we go out 
and visit those 
who for one 
reason or anoth-
er are unable to 
come and join us 
in church. 
 We work together with our 
wonderful pastoral teams to bring 
the church to you. We consider it 
a joy and a blessing for us to be 
able to come to you, visit, talk, and 
pray, at home or at the hospital. 
We are happy to come and pray 
with you even if you are a day 
patient in for a brief operation or 
procedure. Upon request, we also 
can bring Holy Communion to 
share the love of Christ with you.
 Remember that changes in 
privacy laws prohibit the hospi-
tals from telling us that you are a 
patient. That means it is up to you 
or your family to call the church 
office to tell us when we are need-
ed.
 If there are pastoral emergen-
cies after hours or on weekends, 
our pastoral emergency number 
is (254) 730-1125. It is also on the 
voice mail message on our parish 
phone number.
    Thank you, and blessings to 
you and yours!      —  Deacon Al

The YA@SA College group enjoyed a games night in Parish Hall.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
ECW meets Nov. 19 
     Our monthly meeting will be 
at 10:00 AM, Nov. 19, in the Parish 
Hall. Please join us for our meeting 
and lunch.

Annual ECW Retreat 
     The ECW Annual Retreat will 
be Nov. 20-22 at Camp Allen. The 
theme is “And who is my neigh-
bor?” There is still time to register 
at www.epicenter.org/ecw-annual-
retreat/.

 Save the Date!
The ECW Christmas 

Luncheon will be Dec. 17  
at Ridgewood Country 
Club. Put it on your cal-
endar. Looking forward 
to seeing you for some 

holiday fun.

More details later.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

ST. ALBAN’S HAS BEEN 
BLESSED WITH 
THESE GIFTS:

Thank you for giving to St. Alban’s 
Stewardship and for your Pledge  

and Contributions!
Please remember to stay current on your pledge. 

For questions about ACH payments, planned giving, 
Endowment Fund, stock gifts, or your pledge, contact 

Business Manager Anna Shuford  
at anna@stalbanswaco.org.

Organ Fund
In Memory of Lloyd Alexander

From Dale & Caren Hollis

Income and Expenses:
 Annual Year-to-Date Year-to-Date
 Budget         Budget           Actual

  2015 Income       639,891         488,389     397,369 
    Income Prepaid in 2014:                               49,350

  TOTAL INCOME  639,891         488,389       446,719

  Expenses             639,891          466,471     439,511

  Surplus/(Deficit)           0             21,918         7,208 

Assets and Liabilities: 
   Assets
 Operating Account   $ 25,842 
      Memorial Fund        8,087
 Endowment Fund    614,339 
 Organ Renovation       34,369
   Total Assets    $682,637  

   Total Liabilities (2013 A/C Loan Bal.)    (79,300)

Excess of Fund Balances over Liabilities   603,337  
     All figures as of September 30, 2015

Giving With Joy:  Stewardship 2015
Total Annual Pledged:           $488,539 
     (131 Total Annual Pledges) 

Received Pledges Year-to-Date*         335,217   
*Includes 2015 pledges paid in 2014

For the month ending September 30:
 
Pledges Received:      24,912
Non Pledged Contributions     3,342
Total Contributions Received              28,254

Pledges Budgeted:     40,712

Financial Snapshot: September 2015

Ratcliff; and Joe Wade; with the 
rector and senior warden David 
Tekell, ex officio) has been meet-
ing this fall. We’ve interviewed 
four firms, and are close to making 
a selection. We are very excited 
about making St. Alban’s campus 
more welcoming, more accessible, 
and more suited to our expanded 
ministries to youth, children, and 
our community.
 10.  You! I am so grateful for 
the people of St. Alban’s. You 
serve in countless ways, giving 
your time, energy, and money to 
support God’s work here. You, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
ensure that we continue to live out 
our mission: proclaiming to all, in 
word and deed, the grace of God 
in Jesus Christ. Thank you.

Love,
 
PS—here’s #11: Outreach! We’ve 
hosted two graduations for Skill-
point Alliance, served the fami-
lies of Cedar Ridge Elementary, 
provided flood relief in Malawi, 
opened our doors to AA and Fam-
ily Abuse Center, and partnered 
with Mission Waco. And we’re 
exploring partnering with ReVision 
to mentor incarcerated youth.

RECTOR (cont’d)
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As followers of Jesus Christ, we are One Church 
within the Anglican Communion and The 

Episcopal Church. All are sought and embraced 
in worship, mission and ministry in a spirit of 

mutual love and respect.

And here at St. Alban’s, we carry out the above 
Diocesan Vision by

ST. ALBAN’S SuNDAy WorSHIp
7:30 AM holy euchArist, rite i • 9:00 AM sunDAy school for All Ages • 10:00 AM holy euchArist, rite ii (nursery  AvAilABle)

NEWCOMERS

PARTY

NOVEMBER 5

Proclaiming to all, through word and deed, the grace of God in Jesus Christ.


