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LESSONS AND CAROLS
DECEMBER 15

THEOLOGY ON TAP
STARTS JANUARY 8

ANNUAL MEETING
JANUARY 26

GOD & SCIENCE
JANUARY 19
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The Incarnation is a cataclysmic, 
apocalyptic, world-changing, mind-
blowing historical event of epic 
proportions. God taking on human flesh 
is crazy enough—but for God to be born 
as a powerless impoverished infant goes 
against our assumptions of how we think 
the Almighty should work. 

It’s no wonder, then, that we divide our 
calendar (thanks to Dionysius Exiguus 
of Scythia Minor) into Everything That 
Happened Before God Became Man and 
Everything That Happened After God 
Became Man. Or, BC (Before Christ) and 
AD (Anno Domini, Latin for “the year of 
the Lord”). 

When big events happen, people 
divide their lives into “before” and “after.” 
We do this as a nation. The phrase 
antebellum (“before war”) refers to the 
period before the Civil War. We do this 
on a personal level, too. I know a guy 
who refers to his early married years as 
BK (before kids).

St. Alban’s is about to go through 
such a watershed moment. We are 
completing the first phase of the “Our 
One Foundation” master plan and 
building project. Our youngest members 
will have new spaces to play, grow, and 
learn. We’ll have much improved spaces 
for hospitality, especially our Welcome 
Center. The centerpiece of this project, 
our new Parish Hall, will be open for 
fellowship, teaching, and worship. 
Additionally, our entire campus will 
display major upgrades in accessibility, 
circulation, lighting, security, IT, 
restrooms, and HVAC. 

Folks who were here before 2018 will 
remember the “old” Parish Hall and how 
things used to be. They’ll talk about the 
old offices, the red alley doors that no 
longer exist, and how nice it is to finally 
have a kitchen and pantry that meet 
our needs. 

Our newer members, however, will 
never remember a time where we didn’t 

have accessible restrooms. They’ll never 
know that the only way from the parking 
lot into the old Parish Hall was through 
a side door at the top of six stairs—with 
no handicap ramp. They’ll never know 
that the old parking lot had neither 
landscaping nor lighting—just a vast 
asphalt expanse. People who join St. 
Alban’s in 2020 and after will think it has 
always been this way. 

This year, as we again walk that 
ancient liturgical path that centers on 
the miracle of the Incarnation—Advent, 
Christmas, and Epiphany—we give 
thanks that for us, it’s always been this 
way. We have always known that “at the 
right time, God sent his son” (Galatians 
4:4). But it’s worthwhile to remember 
how it used to be, before Christ. As 
the hymn “O Holy Night” puts it, “long 
lay the world, in sin and error pining.” 
Thanks be to God, that we can sing the 
next verse: “A thrill of hope, the weary 
world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new 
and glorious morn.”

As we enter a new year and a new 
season in the life of St. Alban’s, we give 
thanks. We remember that amidst all 
the changes, all the befores and afters, 
that one thing has always remained 
constant: the love of God for us, 
manifested in Jesus Christ, which was, 
is, and ever shall be. 

Love,
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Young Adults Meet
Fourth Thursdays

Lessons and Carols
December 15

Christmas Eve Services
December 24
3 PM Family Service
8:30 PM Candlelight Communion
10:30 PM Christmas Concert
11 PM Candlelight Communion

Christmas Day Service
December 25 : 10AM

Feast of the Epiphany
January 6

Guest Preacher
February 9
Rev. Sarah Condon

Theology on Tap
January 8, 15, 22, 29

Senior Ministry Launch
January 12

Science and God Group
January 19

Annual Parish Meeting
January 26

St. Alban's 101
January 19, 26
February 2, 9, 16

SNAP SHOTS

Save
the Date

Above: The rector with The Very Rev. Lucinda Laird, Dean 
of the American Cathedral in Paris. The Rev. Mr. Zimmerman 
visited the Cathedral and was guest preacher and led the 
Forum class on October 13. The American Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity is one of nine Episcopal parishes in Europe, and 
is the seat of the Bishop of the Convocation of Episcopal 
Churches in Europe.

(L-R) Deacon Alberto Melis, 
Sue Townsend, Ann Cooper, 
Carol Melis, Donna Leas, and 
Jerrie Callan distributed food 
for the Thanksgiving Lunch 
at Cedar Ridge Elementary. 

(L-R) Aaron Zimmerman, Kevin 
Wenzel, Andy Wisely, David Dulski, 
Justin Forgey, Ben Sheesley, and 
Stewart Kelly took part in the 
2019 Men’s Retreat, led by Justin 
Forgey of Worn Soles Ministry. 
The men backpacked and camped 
in Sam Houston National Forest. 
A highlight was celebrating 
Communion in the forest. 

The rector was invited to give 
a guest lecture on stress 
& spirituality at Baylor on 
Nov. 1. The class included 
(L-R) Devonte Bandoo, 
basketball; Tyler Thomas, 
baseball; Tristan Clark, 
basketball; G.B. Bohanon, 
football; Khalil Keith, football. 

Ribbon Cutting
and Consecration
of New Parish Hall

Feb 25, 2020 : 6PM
Shrove Tuesday

The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan, Suffragan Bishop of 
the Diocese of Texas, will join us on Shrove 
Tuesday, February 25, to consecrate our new 
Parish Hall and to join in a celebration of our 
new spaces. A Cajun dinner (and your favorite 
Shrove Tuesday pancakes) will be offered, 
along with tours of the new facilities and the 

annual burying of the Alleluia Banner.

Please RSVP to stalbans@stalbanswaco.org.
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The choir at King's College, Cambridge, site of the 
first service of Nine Lessons and Carols.

On Sunday, December 15, 

at 6:00 PM, the St. Alban’s 

choir will present the much-

loved Christmas service of Nine 

Lessons and Carols. Nine short 

Bible readings which tell the 

story of the fall of humanity, 

the promise of the Messiah, 

and the birth of Jesus, will be 

interspersed 

with carols and 

hymns sung by 

the choir and 

congregation. 

With an 

eclectic array 

of composers 

including Bob 

Chilcott, Ola 

Gjeilo, Paul Manz, 

and John Rutter, 

and the organ 

music of Olivier 

Messiaen, there 

will be something 

for everyone. 

Preceding the 

service there 

will be a Carillon 

Prelude from 5:30 PM and 

following the service there will 

be a festive reception in Mahan 

Commons in the Outreach 

Center. 

The origins of the service date 

back to an 1880 Order drawn up 

by E.W. Benson, later Archbishop 

of Canterbury, for use in Truro, 

United Kingdom. This Order 

called for a service to be held on 

Christmas Eve consisting of nine 

carols and nine short readings and 

tradition says that a key purpose 

of the service was to keep men 

out of pubs on Christmas Eve. E.W. 

Benson’s order would later serve 

as an inspiration for the first Nine 

Lessons and Carols service held at 

King’s College, Cambridge, United 

Kingdom on Christmas Eve in 1918. 

The newly-appointed Dean of 

King’s College, Eric Milner-White, 

was convinced that the Church of 

England needed more imaginative 

forms of worship and devised the 

service to fill this desire. Having 

stayed largely unchanged since 

1918, Nine Lessons and Carols is 

famous not just from the annual 

radio and television broadcast 

from King’s College, but also from 

churches all around 

the world that 

now celebrate this 

service. The service 

has been adapted 

for use in not 

just the Anglican 

church, but also in 

Roman Catholic, 

Methodist, Lutheran, 

and Presbyterian 

churches. 

Groton School in 

Massachusetts 

boasts the longest 

American tradition 

of annual Nine 

Lessons and Carols, 

having held it every 

year since 1928 after 

the school’s headmaster had 

visited King’s College, Cambridge. 

I look forward to seeing you all 

on December 15 for what is sure 

to be the musical highlight of the 

Christmas season.

MUSIC MINISTRY
Eugene Lavery, Organist and Director of Music

A FESTIVAL OF NINE
LESSONS AND CAROLS
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Here’s a thing that you should try. 

During our service of Holy Eucharist 

on Sunday mornings, when the 

Gospel is paraded in the air like a 

championship trophy, as Deacon Al 

reads the opening salvos of the holy 

text in his dulcet Cuban tone, just 

listen. Put down the bulletin, don’t 

read along, just hear the words. 

There will be plenty of time to read 

over what you hear read to you. During 

the sermon you can read through the 

Gospel. The clergy don’t mind that at 

all! But during the reading of the Gospel 

just listen. Maybe close your eyes to 

hear it. Let the music of Holy Scripture 

wash over you. 

Why?

Because when we read the 

Scriptures during the liturgy, we are 

doing something a little bit different. 

The liturgy isn’t a Bible study. We try 

to explain the text a bit during our 

sermons, but they aren’t Bible studies. 

During the reading of Scripture in the 

liturgy, and especially during the reading 

of the Gospel, we are proclaiming that 

God became a human in Jesus Christ 

and spoke to us! This is why we have 

the Gospel procession. The Gospels are 

brought into the congregation to show 

that these are the words of the God 

who became incarnate in his Son. We 

say “praise to you Lord Christ” to the 

eternal Son, but also the same Son who 

spoke to his people long ago, and still 

speaks to them now. The beginning of 

Hebrews says “long ago God spoke to 

our ancestors in many and various ways 

by the prophets, but in these last days 

he has spoken to us by a Son.” We are 

in the “last days” when the Son speaks 

a good word (Gospel) to his people. We 

hear it spoken every Sunday. 

Hear the text not as ancient words 

from a foreign context. Hear the 

Gospel as Christ speaking to his body, 

the church, to us, St. Alban’s, you. 

We are the disciples, the pharisees, 

the crowd, the faithful women who 

followed Jesus. There is plenty of 

time for analysis, study, and historical 

context, but when the Scripture is 

read, in that moment hear it as God 

speaking a new word to you.

God is not far away but is present 

with his church at all times, but 

especially during the Eucharist; we are 

lifted up to God (“Lift up your hearts”) 

and we believe the God comes down 

to us in the bread and wine (“Sanctify 

this bread and wine to be the body 

and blood”). The reading of Scripture 

during the liturgy is equally nourishing. 

God comes to us through the bread and 

wine, and through the words of Holy 

Scripture. God descends in bread and 

wine, and also in words spoken aloud. 

So just listen. Imagine that Jesus is 

speaking to you. The words being read 

are a translation of an ancient text, 

but in this moment, hear them as new 

words for us. Close your eyes, and listen.

MUSINGS OF AN ASSISTANT

The Rev. Neal 
Scott McGowan, 
Assistant Rector

For the past semester a group 

of around 10 to 14 young adults 

have been meeting at Pinewood 

coffee shop and bar once a 

month. It is a diverse group! We 

have college students, young 

professionals, parents, graduate 

students, Baylor faculty and 

more. What unites us is simply 

accidental—we happen to be 

in our 20’s and 30’s; we are the 

dreaded millennials. 

What do we do? Well, we have 

watched a movie together. In 

October we watched Terrence 

Malik’s Tree of Life in the 

church. We plan on watching 

more movies together too. But 

mostly we just hang out. We get 

together at Pinewood, sit outside 

under the shade of a live oak, 

enjoy a beverage and spend time 

together. So much of our lives are 

built around forming relationships 

for ulterior motives. I want to 

make friends with this person for 

a promotion, social advancement, 

for a nice recommendation. But at 

the heart of Christian friendship is 

the friendship we have with God 

through Jesus Christ. God makes 

us his friends by giving himself. 

Because of this gift, we can be 

free to be together with no other 

motive. Simply spending time 

together, enjoying one another’s 

company, and learning to be 

friends is sometimes enough.

YOUNG ADULTS

St. Alban’s Young Adults meet on 
the fourth Thursday of the month at 
Pinewood Coffee and Pub. We kick 

off our gatherings at 7:30 PM. 

The Rev. Neal McGowan, Assistant Rector
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ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

THE BEST BRIEF GUIDE
TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
An Advent Sunday School Class by Dr. Alan Jacobs

Sunday December 1, 8, 15

10:15 AM in Mahan Commons

Join Dr. Jacobs as he leads us through one of the best 

guides to the Christian life. What are the essentials of 

Christian faith and practice? What do we need to believe and 

know in order to be Christians? What is the heart and soul of 

our faith as Anglicans? Jacobs contends that the answers to 

these lively questions can be found in the 1662 Catechism. 

Answers can be found in that dusty old document? Yes! And 

it is relevant for Christian life today. 

GUEST PREACHER: THE REV. SARAH CONDON
Sunday, February 9, 2020

The Rev. Sarah Condon is the Episcopal Chaplain to Rice University. She is a 

graduate of the University of Mississippi and Yale Divinity School. She writes about 

media and God’s grace for Mockingbird (mbird.com) and is co-host of the popular 

podcast The Mockingcast. She is also a highly sought-after speaker and the author 

of Churchy: The Real Life Adventures of a Wife, Mom, and Priest. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 2020
Announcing our fifth annual Theology on Tap series! Join 

us as we host conversations about our shared faith with four 

different ministers representing four different traditions: 

Orthodox, Baptist, Roman Catholic, and Pentecostal. We will 

talk about what makes each Christian tradition unique, what 

gifts the tradition has to the body of Christ, it’s history and key 

figures, and areas of growth. All the while we will be comparing 

and contrasting each tradition with our own Anglican heritage. 

CONVERSATION PARTNERS
• Rev. Ryan Higdon: St. Louis Catholic Church

• Fr. Patrick Henre: St. Andrew’s Orthodox Church

• Pastor Mary Alice Birdwhistell: Calvary Baptist Church

• Dr. Roger Olson: Truett Seminary, ordained 

   in the Pentecostal tradition
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Recent decades of scientific 

inquiry, particularly in the field 

of cosmology but in many other 

disciplines as well, have opened up 

stimulating conversations between 

science and religion.  The Episcopal 

Church has been active in this 

dialogue, and boasts of several great 

theologians who are also scientists. 

This is a particular area of interest of 

our rector, who studied the history 

of science at Harvard College, and 

wrote his thesis (under the direction 

of astronomer and Mennonite Owen 

Gingerich) on scientists involved in 

religious studies. 

You are now invited to join in 

this conversation. St. Alban's is 

launching a study group in January 

to explore some of the fascinating 

and challenging questions which 

arise for people of faith in the modern 

era. The group facilitators are two St. 

Alban’s members, Michele Adams-

Thompson and Sophia Compton. 

The first book the group will discuss 

is God for the 21st Century (Russell 

Stannard, editor), which features 

writings by the following: Robert 

Jastrow, first chairman of NASA's 

Lunar Exploration Committee and 

currently director of the Mount Wilson 

Institute; Rod Davies, former director 

of the Jodrell Bank Radio Astronomy 

Laboratories, U.K.; Owen Gingerich, 

senior astronomer, Smithsonian 

Astrophysical Observatory; Paul 

Davies, recipient of the Templeton 

Prize for Progress in Religion; Sir John 

Haughton, former director general of 

the United Kingdom Meteorological 

Office; Lord Habgood, former 

archbishop of York; and science 

writers Kitty Ferguson and Gregg 

Easterbrook.

Later books will be determined by 

the group. We hope you will join us 

for an information meeting about 

this adventure on January 19 at 10:15 

AM during the Sunday School hour 

(location TBD).

For further info, please contact 

Michele Adams-Thompson at 

madamsthompson@yahoo.com.

ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

MEET PRAY RUN
Runners of all ages and abilities are invited to join us 

for Meet Pray Run. This lay-led ministry meets every third 

Saturday of the month at 7 AM at the Waco Suspension 

Bridge (University Parks side) for Morning Prayer followed 

by a group run. If you are interested in leading Morning 

Prayer before one of these runs or have any questions, email 

Rebekah@stalbanswaco.org. You can also join our Facebook 

group: https://tinyurl.com/meetprayrun

God and Science
A New Reading Group at St. Alban’s
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OUTREACH MINISTRY
St. Alban’s is all about proclaiming the grace of God in Jesus 

Christ. But we don’t just do that with words. We live it out in 

many ways, including serving with the organizations listed 

below. If you’d like to get involved, please pray about where God 

is calling you to serve, and send an email to the contact listed.

THE COVE

alberto@stalbanwaco.org

The Cove provides a safe shelter for 

displaced teens in Waco ISD. 

They need volunteers to help in 

various functions, including stocking 

rooms, providing supplies, and other 

volunteering opportunities. 

reVISION

alberto@stalbanswaco.org

ReVision is mentorship program to 

incarcerated teen boys who could 

benefit from a caring and concerned 

adult. After training, mentors meet 

weekly with a mentee.

THE GATHERING PLACE

karenpettit02@gmail.com

Once a month, we provide a 3.5 hour 

highly engaging program specifically 

for individuals living with early 

to moderate Alzheimer’s, related 

dementia or memory loss. Training 

and support is provided to all team 

members.

MISSION WACO

alberto@stalbanswaco.org

St. Alban’s partners with Mission 

Waco in their goal of providing 

Christian-based, holistic, relationship-

based programs that empower the 

poor and marginalized. In addition to 

gathering toys for families in poverty 

at Christmas, St. Alban’s members 

lead a monthly devotional at Mission 

Waco’s men’s homeless shelter, My 

Brother’s Keeper.

MALAWI

The Diocese of Texas has a long-

standing relationship with the Diocese 

of Southern Malawi. At St. Alban’s, our 

sister parish is All Saints in Nambiti, 

Malawi. We have sent teams, sent 

supplies, and have welcomed their 

clergy and their bishop.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT / 

OUTREACH CENTER

alberto@stalbanswaco.org

Through our Outreach Center, we 

partner with local and regional 

organizations to serve areas of need 

in our community. Partners include 

AA (offering 12-Step groups almost 

every night of the week), Central 

Texas String Academy, and Mission 

Waco.

MY BROTHER’S KEEPER

ronda.b.mccarthy@gmail.com

Volunteer to Lead a Devotion at My 

Brother’s Keeper Homeless Shelter 

on the first Saturday of the month.

CEDAR RIDGE ELEMENTARY

gwbaird@hot.rr.com

St. Alban’s partners with Waco ISD’s Cedar Ridge 

Elementary to offer tutoring, clothing and food drives, and 

more. We also provide food for certain after-school events. 

One of the best ways to meet people and form lasting 
connections within our parish is by joining a ministry team 
and ALL of them have openings for new volunteers. If you’ve 
ever considered serving as an Usher, Lay Eucharistic Minister, 
Acolyte, Greeter, Altar Guild Member, or Children's & Youth 
Ministries Volunteer, now is your chance! 

To learn more, email:
iwanttoserve@stalbanswaco.org

SERVE AT ST. ALBAN'S
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Stephanie Drum 
Director of Ministry to 

Children, Youth & Families

stephanie@stalbanswaco.org

@stalbanskids
@stalbanstudents

YOUTH MINISTRY

Did you know Jesus loved to tell 

stories? From fairy tales to epic novels, 

humans have always been drawn to 

story telling as a way of expressing 

truth and values. We love stories too, 

and so the youth have been exploring 

the Harry Potter series on Wednesday 

nights this semester. Written by J. K. 

Rowling, the 7-book series traces Harry, 

orphaned as an infant, as he enters the 

wizarding school of Hogwarts and is 

faced with the schemes of his nemesis, 

the dark wizard Lord Voldemort.

I framed our discussion by looking at 

the two Bible passages that Rowling 

actually quotes in the last book. To her, 

they “epitomize the whole series” and 

they give us a helpful lens as Christians 

through which to view the powerful 

events of the story.

The first is a reference to Matthew 

6:21: Where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. We see the hearts 

of the characters revealed as they 

are often forced to choose between 

family, friends, and self sacrificing 

love, or being ruled by personal desire, 

using others for personal gain, and the 

lust for power. It is clear where each 

characters’ heart lies.

It is also a question worth asking 

ourselves: What is it that we value? 

How do our choices reveal what we 

treasure? What would we sacrifice for? 

We see from the story that evil desires 

are destructive and leave us grasping 

at air. As Christ followers our greatest 

treasures are those things which we 

cannot possess with our hands. It is 

into those things that we sow seeds 

that will bear good fruit.

The second verse that Rowling 

uses quotes 1 Corinthians 15:26: The 

last enemy that shall be destroyed is 

death. The apostle Paul is powerfully 

asserting Christ as victor. After he has 

put all enemies under his feet, he then 

will destroy death itself. I won’t spoil 

the ending, but it is clear that Rowling 

uses Christ’s victory over death as 

inspiration in the story’s depiction of 

good against evil.

Both scripture quotes in the story 

are found in a graveyard. Aren’t these 

interesting texts to be inscribed on 

headstones? This is not ominous, but 

wonderful. They are a declaration 

about the value of life and of power 

over death. Rowling’s tale points us, as 

all real art does, to a greater Truth and 

reality. Madeleine L’Engle writes that “it 

was in story that I found flashes of the 

truth which makes us free.” As a Christ 

follower, I find here the truth of the 

Gospel as seen in the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.

We’ve had a great time in Children’s 

Chapel this fall using the Storymakers 

“Creation” Kidzine to explore Genesis 

1-2 and how God created first light 

and darkness, then all of space, the 

land, the seas, the sky, and fish of the 

sea, the birds of the air, and humanity 

itself. Isn’t it crazy that we are made of 

dust and God’s own breath? We also 

are learning about how God rested 

(celebrated?) after his work of creating 

was finished, and also how humans 

fell into sin, hurting themselves and 

everything around them. We will 

continue with Storymakers to learn 

about how God moves towards 

humanity in love in order to redeem all 

of creation!
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ANNUAL
PARISH MEETING

All St. Alban’s members are invited! Every 

year since 1946, our members have gathered 

for the Annual Parish Meeting. We’ll hear 

an update from Rector, Senior Warden, and 

Treasure. We will hear about what’s ahead in 

2020, and will take a look at the 2020 budget. 

Most importantly, we will elect 

four new vestry members. 

(Non-members are encouraged 

to attend but are not eligible to vote.)

Enormous thanks to the
following members who

are completing their
three-year term on vestry: 

Brennon Arnold
Jerry Campbell

Claudia Raimondo
Lynn Wisely

Sunday, January 26
10:15 AM

NEWCOMERS MINISTRY

NEW
SENIOR MINISTRY

LAUNCHING!
A new Senior Ministry is being introduced 

at St. Alban’s for (and by) seniors. It is intended 

both for church members and those in the wider 

community. As we make plans, we want to hear 

from the seniors of St. Alban’s! Please attend one 

of our introductory meetings (times listed below) 

to hear about this ministry and give us your input. 

Questions? Please contact Sandra Landis at 

sdlandis@earthlink.net.

Senior Ministry Introductory Meetings

Sunday, January 12, 2020

Meeting 1: 10:15 AM (after 9:00 AM service)

Meeting 2: 12:30 PM (after 11:15 service)

Location: TBD
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman, Rector

In 2015, St. Alban’s began a 

Master Planning process to address 

a campus that was increasingly 

outdated, inaccessible, and limited 

for our growing congregation. As 

their first task, the Master Planning 

Committee selected Jaime Beaman of 

Austin-based Casa Bella Architects. 

Second, the Committee sought to 

hear from the entire congregation 

to define the goals of the Master 

Plan. Listening sessions took place 

at all-parish meetings, as well as in 

meetings with representatives from 

various ministries including music, 

altar guild, and children and youth. 

The Committee then got to work with 

the Architect to develop the Master 

Plan for vestry approval. 

In 2016, having approved the 

Master Plan, the vestry and leadership 

launched the Our One Foundation 

capital campaign to bring the dream 

to reality. With over $5 million in gifts 

and pledges, the generosity of St. 

Alban’s members made it the largest 

capital campaign in St. Alban’s history. 

With funding secured and approval 

from the Diocese of Texas, the Building 

Committee selected Barsh Company 

as the General Contractor. We broke 

ground with Bishop Dena Harrison and 

began construction in fall 2018.

At the time of this writing, we are 

putting the finishing touches on this 

historic project. Masons are finishing 

the stone of the porte-cochère at 

the new north entrance. Tile is going 

into the kitchen and welcome center. 

Crews are preparing the parking lot 

for paving. Volunteers and staff are 

meeting with contractors to finalize 

landscaping, interior design, and 

signage. Every day brings progress, 

and the finish line is on the horizon. 

There will be several new and 

repurposed spaces. New spaces 

include the project centerpiece, 

the new 5,000 sq. ft. Parish Hall, 

along with the Welcome Center. 

Additionally, some existing spaces will 

take on new names:

• Higgins Parlor: This room 

occupies the former Higgins Chapel. 

What was once a cramped and 

hard-to-find chapel will now be a 

welcoming hospitality space for 

brides preparing for a wedding, 

family gatherings before funerals, 

and small Bible studies. The name 

honors our founding rector, the Very 

Rev. Charles A. Higgins, and his wife, 

Mary Tyng Higgins. 

• The Crèche: Formerly called 

the Parish House (site of offices and 

music room), this is the new home for 

the Nursery, Children’s Chapel, and 

the Godly Tots room. (The Crèche, 

meaning the cradle for the Christ 

child, is a name with some history at 

St. Alban’s. The first “Crèche” here 

was a frame house built by men of the 

church in September 1947. It served 

as the first building for St. Alban’s 

School and also housed Children’s 

Sunday School.)

• The Library: Formerly clergy 

offices next to the Outreach Center, 

this space will provide room for small 

gatherings, reading, and reflection. 

• Mahan Music Room: Formerly 

Mahan Memorial Commons (and 

before that Mahan Memorial Library 

of the old St. Alban’s School), this 

room will become the heart of our 

music program. It will host weekly 

choir rehearsal and our chorister 

program. The old shelving will be 

ideal for our library of sacred music, 

and the existing closets will hold 

music supplies and choral vestments. 

Additionally, it boasts excellent 

acoustics. Our music program will 

share this space with the Central Texas 

String Academy. The room is named 

for Winky Mahan, the son of the 

Rev. Wayne “Bill” Mahan, our second 

Rector. Winky perished tragically in a 

fire at the rectory. St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church gave the funds to build the 

space in his memory. By retaining the 

name, we continue to honor Winky’s 

memory and hold fast to the hope of 

the resurrection. 
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WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO PRAY FOR 

ALTAR FLOWERS

If you would like to provide altar 

flowers in thanksgiving for or in 

memory of a loved one, please 

contact Hilary Gardner: hilary@

stalbanswaco.org or call the 

church office: (254) 752-1773

We have been asked to pray for
Jimmy Pancerella*
Hunter Herbert*

Kenneth Scattergood*
Joe Bozarth, IV*
Blake Bostick*
Michael Field*
Jerrod Elliott*

Richard Seawright
Kathy Reamy

Barbara Tipton

Jacob Tull
Liz

Kelley Lewis
Kimberly Stroupe Robinson

Jack Otte
Jeff Hogan
Skylar Wolf

Eric & Lindsay Martin
Margie Allen

Parker Joy Kyllonen

David Hunt
Ed Blissett

Vicki Smyer
Ouida Hinsley

Candace Banning
Cathleen Rooney
Bill Worthington

Isabella Oliver
Sharon W.

Shelby Williams

*Indicates active military service.

HISPANIC CHURCH PLANT IN WACO
The Episcopal Diocese of Texas had 

long hoped to plant a fourth Episcopal 
congregation in Waco. With the growth of our 

city along the booming I-35 corridor, the Diocese 

viewed Waco/McLennan County as an area of 

strategic growth. In fall of 2019, a prompting of 

the Holy Spirit led the Bishops of the Diocese 

of Texas conclude that the time is now, and that 

God’s call was to plant a church specifically to 

reach out to the Hispanic communities of Waco. 

Within a matter of weeks, they had identified a 

leader of this new mission, the Rev. Oscar Huerta-

Garcia. A fourth-generation Episcopalian from the 

state of Jalisco, Mexico, Rev. Huerta has almost 

thirty years’ experience in ordained ministry in 

Mexico and the United States, and has planted 

churches in both countries. Responding to God’s 

call, he and his wife, Maria, moved to Waco in 

mid-November to begin this new mission. Yet 

unnamed, the “Misión Episcopal Waco” is planning 

its first service for Christmas Day, at noon. 

When Oscar and Maria moved to Waco, the 

Diocese asked St. Alban’s to serve as a base of 

operations and partner in ministry, due to our 

location, campus, and bilingual Hispanic clergy. 

The vestry gladly and unanimously approved. The 

mission will use office and meeting space at the 

St. Alban’s Annex at 323 N. 29th St., as well as the 

nursery and other spaces as needed. Additionally, 

our office staff will provide administrative help to 

Rev. Huerta and the congregation. Please pray for 

Oscar and Maria as they begin this gospel-rooted 

work. It’s a powerful thing to see a new church 

being born, and St. Alban’s is privileged to be 

part of the Lord’s work. 

The Rev. Oscar Huerta-Garcia pictured with Bishop 

Hector Monterroso at the Diocesan offices after a service to 

commission Rev. Huerta as a church planter.

Rev. Huerta with the Rev. Alberto Melis, Deacon, and the 

Rev. Aaron Zimmerman, holding a sign announcing the 

church plant’s first service on December 25, 2019.



15

NOV. 2019 PLEDGING: YEAR-TO-DATE

Total Pledged 694,979

Pledges Received Year-to-Date 621,006

MONTHLY CONTRIBUTIONS: NOVEMBER

Pledges Received 41,799

Non-pledged Contributions Received 9,323

Total Contributions Received 51,122

Contributions Budgeted 66,105

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Financial Snapshot: Nov. 2019
Income and Expenses

 

Account Balances 

Financial Assets

Operating Account 49,992

Imprest Account 500

Memorial Fund 4,179        

Endowment Fund (Restricted & Non-Restricted) 638,115

Our One Foundation Fund 709,597

Long Term Maintenance Fund 2,301

Organ Renovation Fund 79,517

Total Assets 1,484,201

Liabilities 

2900 Waco Dr. (Loan Paid) -

323 N. 29th St. Property Loan (190,187)  

Line of Credit (Balance Owed) (146,000)

Construction Line of Credit (2,627,660)

Total Liabilities (2,963,847)

Thank you for giving 
to St. Alban’s!

Question about giving? Contact Business Manager    
Nancy Bennett at nancy@stalbanswaco.org.

Please stay current on your pledge. 

If your pledge changes, please let us 

know. For questions about giving, 

contact Business Manager Nancy 

Bennett: nancy@stalbanswaco.org. 

Give online at stalbans.org/give

PLEDGE

ONLINE 
stalbanswaco.org/ 

stewardship

THANK YOU!

All amounts as of November 30, 2019.

ST. ALBAN'S HAS BEEN BLESSED WITH THESE GIFTS:

MEMORIAL
    For Bassem Ammouri 

Col. John T. and Su T. Wells
    For Mike Ratliff

John and Penny Gifford

ENDOWMENT
In Memory of Bob and Martha Peacock

Jerry and Paula Campbell

OUR ONE FOUNDATION
In Memory of Garry Miller
   Di Word
   Jeff and Karen Tanner
   Dixie Miller
   Conroe Art League
   Tom and Kathleen Stanton
   Margie Grossenbacher Allen
   Jeffery and Sandra Olson
   Robert and Sara Barkley
   Ronald and Mary Fadal
   Billy and Denise Shelton
In Memory of Gale Moen
   Jim Moen
   Margie Grossenbacher Allen
   Ronald and Mary Fadal
   Dr. and Mrs. Kent Starr
   Claudia Day Burgoon
   Kyle Melton
   Lisa Melton
   John and Nancy Merkh
   Kenneth William Heydrick
   Martha and Bobby Clark
In Memory of Kenneth Peters
   Shap and Leann Williams
In Memory of Ken Ethridge MD
   Phillip H. Croyle
In Memory of Thomas Appell
   Shap and Leann Williams

ALTAR GUILD
In Memory of Bassem Ammouri
   Bob and Cathy Ratcliff

CARILLON
In Memory of Gale Moen
   Jim Moen
   Moen Family

THANKSGIVING
In Honor of the Birth of Solomon David Carl
   Linda Morris

Year-to-Date  

Budget

Year-to-Date

Actual

2019 Income 810,889  779,920

-Expenses  812,384  808,534      

Surplus (Deficit) (1,495) (28,614)
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A PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF TEXAS

The RT. Rev. C. AndRew doyle

IX Bishop of Texas 

The RT. Rev. Jeff fisheR

Bishop Suffragan

The RT. Rev. KAThRyn "KAi" RyAn

Bishop Suffragan

The RT. Rev. heCToR MonTeRRoso 

Bishop Assistant

ST. ALBAN'S STAFF

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman, Rector 
aaron@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Neal Scott McGowan, Assistant Rector 
neal@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Alberto Melis, Deacon 
alberto@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Keith Pozzuto, 
College Missioner for Waco 

keith@escwaco.org

The Rev. Oscar Huerta 
Diocesan Church Planter for Waco

Nancy Bennett, Business Manager 
nancy@stalbanswaco.org

Stephanie Drum 
Director of Ministry to Children, Youth & Families 

stephanie@stalbanswaco.org

Ricky Gamble, Sexton

Hilary Gardner, Parish Administrator 
hilary@stalbanswaco.org

Rebekah Hughes
Newcomer & Ministry Coordinator

rebekah@stalbanswaco.org

Eugene Lavery
Organist & Director of Music 
  eugene@stalbanswaco.org

ST. ALBAN'S VESTRY

Florence Scattergood, Senior Warden

Donna Leas, Junior Warden

Darren Metting, Treasurer

Amy Sielaff, Clerk

Larry Adams-Thompson, D.Min.

Brennon Arnold

Jerrie Callan, Ph.D.

Jerry Campbell

Claudia Raimondo, DDS

Angela Tekell

Meghan Watkins 

Lynn Wisely, Ph.D.

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are One Church 
within the Anglican Communion and The 

Episcopal Church. All are sought and embraced 
in worship, mission and ministry in a spirit of 

mutual love and respect.

Here at St. Alban’s, we carry out the  
above Diocesan Vision by

ST. ALBAN'S SUNDAY WORSHIP
7:30 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite I • 9:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II • 10:15 AM Sunday School for all ages • 11:15 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Proclaiming to all, through word and deed,
the grace of God in Jesus Christ.

Ribbon Cutting
and Consecration
of New Parish Hall

Feb 25, 2020 : 6PM
Shrove Tuesday


