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FROM THE
RECTOR:
HERE I RAISE
MY EBENEZER
The past few years at St. Alban’s
have seen incredible milestones.
Record growth. New ministries. And
on February 25, we celebrated the
successful completion of the largest
building project in our parish’s history
with the dedication and consecration of
our new Parish Hall & Welcome Center.
Lately, however, we have observed
milestones of another sort. Due to the
Coronavirus pandemic, public worship
was suspended in mid-March. So we
held our first-ever live-streamed service
on March 15. On April 7, we had our first
video-conference vestry meeting. On
April 19, we had our first virtual Bishop’s
Visit with pre-recorded sermon from
the Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan. And sadly, on
March 18, we had our first live-streamed
funeral (for Rose Grossenbacher).
COVID-19 has suspended the normal
rhythms of our parish life. It feels
disorienting, frustrating, and sad. On
Sundays, we were used to going to
church, seeing friends, singing hymns,
hearing those “comfortable words” of
God’s forgiveness, and taking solace
and strength from Holy Communion.
All this has been on hold since March
15. And as I write in “Moving Forward
(Safely)” (page 4), it will remain on hold
for some time.
One of the hardest things was the
speed and suddenness of this shift.
When we gathered on March 8, no one
thought it would be our last Sunday
together for a long time.
Crises can come swiftly. As I write
these words, exactly 67 years (and one
day) ago, on May 11, 1953, the infamous
Waco Tornado hit our town. Four
members of St. Alban’s (including two
acolytes) were among the 114 casualties.
Our founding Rector, the Rev. Charles
A. Higgins, recorded the Episcopalian
response in The Living Church (May 31,
1953). St. Paul’s housed relief workers

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman
Rector
while St. Alban’s, who had an
“unimpaired” telephone system, set up
a “workers pool.” Names of volunteers
were compiled and “workers sent out
to various projects when requests were
received.”
Our current crisis is different, of
course. Ours is a crisis of waiting, of
isolation, of working to slow the spread
of a virus. It is made difficult by our
inability to gather together.
But we will get through this. St.
Alban’s will again gather to sing, serve,
pray, and worship. God’s people have a
long history of overcoming crises. In 1
Samuel, after being delivered from their
enemies, the people of Israel erected an
altar, an “Ebenezer” or “stone of help”
(1 Samuel 7:12). The prophet Samuel
said, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.”
This is captured in the hymn “Come
Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (Robert
Robinson, 1758): “Here I raise my
Ebenezer/Here there by Thy great help
I've come/And I hope, by Thy good
pleasure/Safely to arrive at home.”
God will bring us back home to St.
Alban’s. And ultimately, our great joy
and hope is that he will ultimately bring
us home to the Kingdom of God.
Until then, I hope you will take in the
writing and reflections of our staff and
members on this time in St. Alban’s
history. May God bless you and keep
you. Even as we are apart, remember
that we are united in the Body of Christ.
Love,
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SNAP SHOTS
Thanks to generous parishioners and the rector’s
relationship with TLC (a U.S.-based non-profit
organization with extensive relationships in China), St.
Alban’s was able to acquire 230 N95 masks and 260
surgical masks from China which we donated to the local
Emergency Operations Center. Pictured: the Rev. Aaron
Zimmerman (after a run) handing 100 N95 masks to
Ashley at the EOC. The EOC will ensure these masks get
to our healthcare workers who need them.

SMALL GROUP MEETING
DURING THE PANDEMIC
Kathy Dove

Our small group meets each
week for discussion (twice
a month) and fun (the other
weeks.) For discussion, we are
reading Holy Envy by Barbara
Brown Taylor. After a few weeks
of quarantine we decided that
we needed to meet on our
“off” weeks just for fun! This
became our Zoom Party! We
share laughter and the silliness
always lifts our spirits. It also
has helped us build relationships
with each other. It helps us to
have an immediate family inside
our larger St. Alban's family. We
have had several themed Zoom
parties. Our first “Party” night
was "wear a crazy hat and make
a special drink from ingredients
on hand." Stepping it up a bit,
we had a Bible costume based
night—sharing the story that
our character was from. From
Moses’ mom, a unicorn, Rahab, a

partially clad David, to the Grinch
who stole Easter—we all enjoyed
laughing at our costumes. We’ve
had a pair of “Coronies,” Samson
and Delilah, the Man in Charge of
the Feast, and baby Moses in the
bullrushes too! Last week we had
a sock hop and played “Name
that Tune” with songs from the
1960s. We share what movies
and shows we have watched,
updates on our grandchildren,
prayer requests and how we
are getting along through this.
The fact that we all have each
other to chat with via group text
and zoom with has helped us
stay connected. When we sign
off each week, we can usually
answer, “That was fun!”
(If you'd like to join a Small Group,
contact the Rev. Neal McGowan
at neal@stalbanswaco.org.)
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MOVING FORWARD (SAFELY)
The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman

The Apostle Paul prayed for some
of the first Christians that they would
“have the power to comprehend…
the breadth and length and height
and depth” of “the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge” (Phil 3:18-19). In
recent years, as St. Alban’s has grown in
ministry, worship, attendance, outreach,
service, membership, and giving, I have
seen Paul's prayer come to life in you.
Through this, God has prepared us for
this moment.
I write now to share where we are and
where we are headed.

Where We Are
We had our last public Sunday worship
service on March 8. Every aspect of
our parish life has been exclusively
online. This shift has occurred across
the diocese, with Bishop Andy Doyle
noting that “[we] have literally moved
in one month faster than we have in
five years.” The investments St. Alban’s
has made over the past several years in
technological resources have allowed
the staff to move quickly to teleworking
and the congregation to move to online
church. We've unveiled a new and
updated website and launched a new
YouTube channel.
People from all over the United
States and the world have joined us for
online worship and study. Over twenty
people regularly join our daily services
of Morning Prayer—ten times higher
than our previous in-person services.
Our Sunday services now reach 2,000
people on Facebook, with an average
of over 150 households viewing the
services.
Behind the scenes, the staff is
working hard. Eugene Lavery has
hosted online “rehearsals” for the
cherub choir. Stephanie Drum has made
wonderful YouTube lessons for children.
Neal McGowan has made sure Sunday
School classes are as informative and

thought-provoking as ever. Rebekah
Stille has kept people connected on
social media. Deacon Alberto Melis
does the same through pastoral phone
calls. Hilary Gardner has kept the office
running virtually, while Nancy Bennett
pays the bills and keeps the books. Rick
Gamble, our sexton, has ensured our
campus is well-maintained.
Underpinning this fruitfulness is your
faithful financial support. We have been
able to get the additional resources
and equipment needed for teleworking
and virtual worship. We have provided
immediate relief to those struggling in
our community. And we have been able
to maintain our current levels of staffing
to ensure the strongest position when
we return to in-person ministry. I am
profoundly grateful (special thanks
to those who have switched to online
giving).
Nevertheless, there is pain. Like
so many these days, people in our
congregation face isolation, job loss,
financial stress, family strain, and mental
health challenges. Those in recovery
face particular difficulties as 12-step
meetings have moved online. And for
all of us, there is simply a new level of
stress along with the disruption of our
daily lives.
We miss each other. I miss you. There
is a real desire to go back to normal
church: singing hymns, celebrating Holy
Communion, and seeing our church
family. One member told me he even
misses the long line to get out of church.
The closure of our church campus
is especially painful since we were
so excited to use our newly finished
spaces, including our Welcome Center
and Parish Hall. (One bright spot: our
new parking lot is getting frequent and
joyful use from neighborhood kids on
bikes.)
This is where we are: new fruitfulness,
and new challenges.

Where We Are Headed
As you know, Bishop Doyle originally
suspended all public worship in the
Diocese of Texas through May 10.
Governor Abbot announced a gradual
reopening of businesses in Texas,
starting, May 1.
Many of you are wondering what this
means for St. Alban’s.
It is clear from my conversations with
city leaders and the medical community
in Waco that returning to church
(and any public gathering) carries
significant risks. As an example of the
risks inherent in church gatherings, a
South Korean woman with COVID-19
attended church four times. Ultimately,
1,000 cases were traced back to her. In
early March, a church in Canada had
an event with 40 people all following
social distancing guidelines. Twentyone people contracted the virus and
two died.

Phased Approach to
Re-gathering
PHASE I
Stay at Home, Work Safe
In this phase, all church gatherings
take place online. Church offices are
closed, and all employees work from
home. People are sheltering in place.
This is our current phase. The goal is to
flatten the curve and ensure we do not
overwhelm our health care system.

PHASE II
Return to Offices and Worship
with Continued Mitigation
Phase II will allow staff to return
to offices when necessary. With the
Bishop’s approval, church members
could gather for worship in limited
numbers. Gatherings must observe
strict physical distancing. We would
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have to wear masks, wash hands, and
regularly disinfect high-touch surfaces.
If
re-gathering
exposes
the
congregation to the COVID-19 virus,
those gathered will return to a 14-day
quarantine. If Waco/McLennan County
returns to a “Shelter in Place” order, inperson gatherings would be suspended
and return to virtual worship.
To enter Phase II, the Bishop has said
the following requirements must be met:
•
We must see a sustained 14day decline in new cases in our
community.
•
In Waco: I am working with
Waco’s Emergency Operations
Center and the county’s Public
Health Department to get data
on new cases as a percentage
of total tests.
•
Since our first case of COVID-19
in Waco, we have not seen a
sustained 14-day decline in new
cases (see chart below).
•
In Texas: With the May 1 reopening of Texas, we are likely
to see a spike of new COVID-19
cases in mid-June.
•
Hospital Capacity: Local hospitals
must be able to safely treat all who
need hospitalization without going
into crisis mode.
•
In Waco: Our hospitals have
greatly expanded the number
of ICU beds and are currently
able to treat those who need it.
(Continued on page 13.)

BEAR IN MIND THE FOLLOWING FACTS:
•

With over 82,000 deaths in the U.S. (as of May 12), more Americans have
died from COVID-19 this year than those killed in the Vietnam War.

•

As of May 12, in Texas we have had 40,000 confirmed cases with 1,100
deaths. This is a fatality rate of 2.8%. Nationally, the rate is 5.9%. While the
actual universal fatality rate is unknown, it is clear that it is high.

•

No one has immunity to this disease.

•

Older people and those with underlying health conditions are at significantly
elevated risks.

•

Locally, there is still community spread of coronavirus in McLennan County.
We had five new cases in the first two weeks of May.

•

What we have seen in New York can happen anywhere.

•

Based on our parish survey, 57% of our congregation consider themselves
“high risk” Many are worried about coming back to church even with
restrictions in place.

For St. Alban’s, this means:
•

We will not be returning to in-person worship in the near future.

•

We cannot provide a concrete return date.

•

We will re-gather following the phased approach recently unveiled by
Bishop Doyle (see below) which builds on guidelines from the White
House and CDC.

I know this is hard. I know we want certainty. We want to know when we will
reach the light at the end of the tunnel.
Instead of certainty, I offer hope. I also offer a careful path forward that follows
our Lord's command to love our neighbors and ensure the safety of our vulnerable
members. The phased approach provided by our Bishop and described below will
allow us to do just that while continuing our mission.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Eugene Lavery
Organist and Director of Music

MUSIC
MINISTRY IN
THE TIME OF
A PANDEMIC

Music in the church is a ministry
that requires people coming together
so coronavirus and the ensuing
lockdown
has
severely
limited
what is possible. Nevertheless,
music at St. Alban’s has remained
an active ministry, whether it be
through livestreamed liturgies and
concerts, Cherub Choir sing-alongs
on Zoom, or online Chorister theory

sessions. Throughout history music
has played an important role in
sustaining people through times of
crisis and celebrating the emergence
from times of difficulty; gathering
together in church and worshipping
God through music, whenever that
next may be, will be a significant
step towards our recovery from the
current strife.

2021 SCHOENSTEIN ORGAN, OPUS 180
St. Alban's is pleased to announce
that in September 2021 it will be the
recipient of a new organ built by
Schoenstein & Co. of Benicia, CA.
The installation of the new organ
will coincide with major acoustical
improvements to the church itself, thus
ensuring the best possible setting for
the world class music that is offered
weekly by the choir and organists
of the parish. The organ will provide
the power and warmth necessary to
support congregational singing, and
the versatility and color needed to
accompany the choir and play solo
repertoire.
The Schoenstein company has been
established since 1877 and is one of
America's oldest and largest organ
builders. Their outstanding work has
garnered them global respect as one
of the finest builders in the industry
today. Schoenstein & Co. have been
responsible for building some of the
most notable organs in the United
States in recent times: St. James',
Madison Avenue, New York, NY; St.
Martin's Episcopal Church, Houston,
TX; Nashville Symphony Hall, Nashville,
TN; and the massive instrument for the
LDS Conference Center in Salt Lake

City, UT. The instrument for St. Alban’s
will be the 180th organ the company
has constructed.
Jack Bethards, President and Tonal
Director of Schoenstein & Co. has the
following to say about the instrument
planned for St. Alban's:
Building an organ to support the
Anglican service is the most demanding,
therefore
the
most
fascinating,
challenge in organ building. It requires
an instrument of both grandeur and
subtlety with the widest possible range
of tonal color choices and a dynamic
range from a nearly inaudible whisper
to a grand crescendo.
Nowadays
cathedral music is regularly heard
in parish churches so creating the
necessary effects in a smaller space
with fewer pipes further tests our skill.
In Victorian and Edwardian times,
church organs par excellence were
greatly admired for their contribution to
the Mass and other services. Later in the
20th century, led by academics, organs
were built for the organ solo repertoire
rather than for accompaniment. The
seemingly logical thought was an organ
that could play the complex works of
J.S. Bach certainly would be able to do
the “simple” job of playing hymns and

choir backgrounds. The church organ
became a dowdy relic despite being
much better at service music, which
made up 90% of what the church organ
was expected to do! Fortunately, in
recent decades congregations have
rebelled against the unimaginative,
unbalanced and sometimes harsh
accompaniments provided by organs
intended for the concert stage. We
are now in a golden age where all
sorts of organs are available for all
sorts of special requirements and
church organs once again stand equal
to others. To the chagrin of many
purists, a church organ can also be a
good vehicle for the solo repertoire.
Loaded with tonal color and dynamic
variety, a church organ can render
a very wide range of solo repertoire
beautifully if not authentically. After
all, a modern symphony orchestra
with modern instruments and a big
string section in a large hall can play
Mozart quite beautifully and effectively
although it would sound nothing like
the “authentic” Baroque chamber
orchestra in an intimate hall with
early instruments. Similarly, a modern
church organ can play Bach beautifully
although not the way Bach heard it.
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The organ we have designed for
St. Alban’s is just the right size for
the building and contains all of the
elements necessary for a successful
choir accompaniment, congregational
support, and special music programs.
The organ has a large number of 8'
stops.
These are the stops in the
piano range and carry the bulk of the
responsibility for tonal grandeur and
variety in accompaniment quality.
There is a good deal of profound deep
pedal bass including an open 16' stop of
wood. Subtle high-pitched stops add
brilliance. There’s a full complement of
reed pipes of the brass and woodwind
families as well as beautiful flutes and
string-like sounds. A small division
of pipes is located in the gallery for
support of congregational singing and
for accompaniment of small ensembles.
The visual aspect of a pipe organ is
important also and our attempt is to
make it look as though the instrument
was designed in cooperation with the
building’s architect to be an integral
part of its design.
We see working at St. Alban’s
to be a very special privilege. It is
a vital and growing Parish with a
serious dedication to good liturgy and
traditional Anglican music presented
by a first-class music program, all
within a charming, picturesque Englishstyle village church. What more could
an organ builder ask?

ST. ALBAN'S
ORGAN
COMMITTEE
MEMBERS
Florence Scattergood (Chair)
Eugene Lavery
Stewart Kelly
Doris Scott
Kay Olson
Aaron Zimmerman

A magnificent example of a Schoenstein & Co. organ installation
in St. Martin's Episcopal Church in Houston, Texas.
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MUSINGS OF AN ASSISTANT
The Rev. Neal Scott McGowan
Assistant Rector

FLOURISHING IN CORONATIDE
“Sometimes, when I set to thinking
about the various activities of men,
the dangers and troubles which they
face at Court, or in war, giving rise
to so many quarrels and passions,
daring and often wicked enterprises
and so on, I have often said that the
sole cause of man’s unhappiness is
that he does not know how to stay
quietly in his room.”
			
Blaise Pascal,
Pensées VIII.136
I have been thinking of Pascal’s
dour quote as all of us have had to
learn to try and find happiness, or at
least some measure of contentment
while we are forced to “stay quietly”
in our own rooms. For those of
you who live alone, you have likely
experienced a great deal of quietness,
and sometimes this quietness can be
experienced paradoxically like great
noise. I have been on quiet retreats
before where the sound of my own
brain and body, the grinding gears of
thoughts seemed like great engines
rumbling in my head. I kept waiting
for the quiet to begin. My mind was
filled with noise.
If you have young children, you
know that quiet at home has become
a far-off dream from a distant past.
Quiet is something you remembered
experiencing in brief moments
throughout the day: while driving
on the way to work, or when your

kids were at school or daycare, or
while swimming or jogging at the
gym. Now your home is constantly
full of children, these little bundles
of joyful noise; joyful, yes, but noise
nonetheless.
Whether alone or with a house
bursting at the seams, we are all
experts at distracting ourselves from
the quiet or from the noise. How many
times have I looked at Facebook in
the past 3 hours? And, no I wasn’t
watching more livestreamed church
services. Netflix and Amazon were
made for just such a time as this. How
many times can a responsible adult
watch Tiger King? I am asking for a
friend.
All of us are being forced to learn
somehow to develop interior lives
that are capable of weathering our
collective isolation. It is a big task
and it is hard work! What are we to
do? How can we live with grace and
not simply distract ourselves from
ourselves at this time?
I am not a spiritual guru and I have
no spiritual secrets. What was true
before COVID-19 remains true now;
the heart of the spiritual life is found in
learning to be attentive. We pray and
study Scripture for just this purpose—
to teach us to pay attention to what
God has done and therefore what God
is doing now. My encouragement is to
practice in tiny ways attentiveness.
Many of you are beginning your

day by praying Morning Prayer via
Facebook. Morning Prayer exists
to train our hearts and minds to be
attentive to the Lord. We pray with
the Scriptures to attend to God’s
good ways. If Morning Prayer is too
much, then pray the Daily Devotions
on page 137 in The Book of Common
Prayer. These are short devotions
with little passages of Scripture to
help you attend to the Lord. Or, set
a timer for 5 minutes first thing in the
morning, pray the Lord’s Prayer, and
then sit in silence. As thoughts fill
your mind simply turn them over to
God. Pay attention. What is grabbing
your attention?
My other bit of advice? Sit outside
and listen. The birdsong has been
especially loud and cheerful this
spring. Holy Scripture teaches us
that the whole creation proclaims the
glory of God (Psalm 19, for example).
Listen. Hear the songs of a natural
world that exists independently of
COVID-19. Feel the warm sun on your
skin; breathe in the smell of rain. The
world that God has made is still good.
What might we find when we pay
attention? We will see that though
our world has changed, though
everything seems up in the air, God
has not changed. God remains the
same. God is still present speaking in
silence and in noise, speaking words
of life and rest.
neal@stalbanswaco.org
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COORDINATED CONNECTIONS
Rebekah Stille
Connections Coordinator

If you happened to catch my first Facebook Live
video in March, you heard me speak about how fortuitous
my Connections Coordinator job title has felt in the wake
of the COVID-19 crisis. In my old role as Newcomer and
Ministry Coordinator, my job was to welcome guests and
help them find ways to become connected to the life of
St. Alban’s. Suddenly, we all feel a bit like outsiders looking
in, unable to enjoy all our Sunday rituals on campus, the
comfortable and familiar rhythms of our worship and our
world—completely disrupted.
Yet over the past month, I’ve seen people who claim
to not be comfortable with technology brave the new
world we’ve entered, working to maintain old relationships
and to build new ones learning to use all the resources
available online. I’ve watched Small Groups remain tightly

knit, the Children’s and Youth Ministries flourishing, and
newcomers reaching out to continue to nurture friendships
that had just begun to bloom when this all began.
If reading this has made you feel like you haven’t found
your footing doing things in a new way, I encourage you to
reach out to me. Would you like help learning how to use
Zoom or Facebook? Are you interested in having regular
phone calls with vestry members or ministry leaders? Do
you have a new idea of a way that we can serve you or
others during this trying time? Please send me an email
(rebekah@stalbanswaco.org) so I can keep you feeling
connected. “For as in one body we have many members,
and not all the members have the same function, so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we
are members one of another.” Romans 12:4-5
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CHILDREN'S & YOUTH MINISTRY
Stephanie Drum
Director of Ministry to
Children, Youth & Families
@stalbanskids

Right now I’m listening to Audrey
Assad’s “Little Things With Great
Love,” a track title taken from St.
Teresa of Calcutta. She said that even
when we cannot do great things, “we
can do little things with great love.”
This idea has been rolling around
in my brain for a few weeks. It
doesn’t mean any one thing, right?
It doesn’t mean I should learn a cool
new skill while I’m sitting at home—
or that I shouldn’t. It’s simply asking
us to consider the way we do things.

@stalbanstudents

It assumes that our ordinary lives,
our dirty kitchens, even the way we
argue or discipline, are breeding
grounds for this kind of love.
I’m not going to romanticize a
time that is for many an hour-byhour struggle. It’s OK to not “feel
it.” I thank God that this love comes
from him and not me myself. I simply
encourage you to seek out the little
things you’re doing anyway that can
be done with this merciful love.
Speak kindly to yourself. Take a

please join us!

(another) walk and admire God’s
creation. Reading a bedtime story,
holding your childs’ hand, helping
them struggle through another
school worksheet, or chopping
carrots for lunch.
An apology. A breath prayer
before that Zoom meeting. The little
things all add up in God’s economy.
And in this 50-day season of Easter,
I find that Wendell Berry says best
in two words what I need most:
“Practice resurrection.”

During our time of worshipping from home, the
youth have been meeting on Sunday at 1:30 PM and
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 PM. This time is to checkin, pray together, do other fun activities (like our
scavenger hunt contest), and we’d love for you to join!
We also have many opportunities for the children
at St. Alban’s to grow spiritually, whether through a
Sunday video lesson, the Children’s Chapel liturgy, or
memory verses! Don’t forget to subscribe to our emails
and social media. If you have any questions about how
to get more involved, don’t hesitate to email me at
stephanie@stalbanswaco.org.

Weekly Children’s Chapel is on YouTube!
Be sure to subscribe to our channel.
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USING THE INTERNET WELL
IN CORONATIDE
(THE NON-LITURGICAL SEASON OF PANDEMIC)

The Rev. Neal Scott McGowan
Assistant Rector

Like many of you, I have found that
I am spending a lot of time online. Too
much time. But, not everything is a wash;
there are some great things online to
help you grow in faith, or at least to help
you grow into your humanity. Here are a
few sites that I encourage you to check
out while you are mindlessly scrolling.
Blogs for Spiritual Nourishment
The Living Church Covenant Blog:
this is a theological blog sponsored
by a longstanding Episcopal Church
publication and includes writers from
across the Episcopal church. Not all of
the posts are heady theological tomes—
many are written for lay readers in mind.
You can them here: https://livingchurch.
org/covenant/
Earth and Altar: a newer blog written
mostly by Episcopalians. Earth and Altar
is a great source of creedally sound
faith that is also open and affirming.

The site has a wide range of posts from
recipes to poems to solid reflections
on our faith. You can find them here:
earthandaltarmag.com
The Hour: This is a new online
magazine that is attempting to
retrieve Anglo-Catholic socialism. If
that sentence made you mad, or you
have questions about Anglicanism and
socialism, I encourage you to visit their
site. Not everything there is left wing
commentary—they also have some
excellent articles on being prayer book
Christians. You can find them here:
thehourmag.com
Mockingbird: Perhaps the best
online source of grace-filled social
and cultural commentary. Our own
Aaron Zimmerman is a key leader with
Mockingbird (he was until recently the
head of their board) and along with
our former curate, Ben Maddison, has
published many articles for the site.
Come here to find cultural commentary

from the perspective of the grace of
Christ. You can also find killer movie and
music recommendations. You can find
them here: mbird.com
Other places of Grace
Ely Cathedral Reflections: I cannot
recommend this enough to you. Every
Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday
canon theologian of Ely Cathedral
in England, Jessica Martin, provides,
beautiful,
thoughtful,
and
quite
profound meditations. Canon Martin is
a brilliant preacher, and her meditations
are always timely. You can find them
here:
https://www.elycathedral.org/
worship-at-home/reflections
Malcolm Guite Youtube Videos:
Also from Cambridgeshire, comes
the bearded poet, priest, theologian,
Inklings expert, and Jerry Garcia-esque
Malcolm Guite. In short videos of 10
minutes or less, Guite leads you on a
tour of his disheveled library, and along
the way picks up books and poems from
which he reads short and interesting
excerpts. Guite is a great reader, and I
have found these videos a delight. You
can find them by going to YouTube and
searching "Malcolm Guite."
Far Side Comics: Finally, you can find
the hilarious and wry comics of Gary
Larsen. Always strange, and always
funny, this site publishes a selection
of Larsen’s famous comics each day.
After praying Morning Prayer, I go to
Larsen for some grace. I especially
love his religious comics: nothing beats
laughing at the devil. You can find them
here: https://www.thefarside.com
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(Continued from page 5.)
•

•

•

Increased capacity in COVID-19
testing. The city must be testing all
people with COVID-19 symptoms.
•
In Waco: We have not reached
this milestone. There are no public
testing sites in Waco. Hillcrest,
Providence, and the Family Health
Center are able to test those who
have symptoms and are patients of
those hospitals. Dr. Jackson Griggs,
director of the Family Health Center,
estimates that the FHC needs to be
doing 300 tests per day to get a
more accurate sense of the virus's
prevalence. They are currently
administering 100 tests per day.
Contact Tracing: The state must be
able to conduct active monitoring of
confirmed cases and their contacts.
Case-Based Interventions must be
implemented, including quarantine
while waiting for results, traced
relationships over 14 days, and
quarantine for close contacts,
accompanied by diagnostic testing.

Once these requirements are met, we
can then take the next step: present our
Phase II Plan for Re-gathering to our
regional bishop, the Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan,
for approval. I am currently working with
our clergy and staff to develop our plan.

Our Phase II plan will involve:
•

•
•

•
•

In-person worship services in
compliance with state and diocesan
guidelines (e.g., fewer than 50
people)
Physical distancing
Use of masks, proper and frequent
handwashing, and sanitizing of
high-touch surfaces
Limiting the size of gatherings
Continued use of livestreaming and
virtual worship

We will not rush into Phase II. Once we
are in Phase II, we do not expect a quick
transition to Phase III. It is quite possible
that we will experience a season of lifting
restrictions and then reimposing those

restrictions; in other words, oscillating
between Phases I and II. This could
last for months. Phase II will end when
the virus is no longer spreading and a
vaccine (or effective treatment) exists.
We will prioritize caution over
urgency. To quote an ecumenical
statement released by Houston-area
churches of different traditions:
We appreciate Governor Abbott’s
recognition of religious liberty, and that
churches provide “essential services.”
We also agree with our governmental
leaders that the resumption of inperson gatherings for worship, study,
and fellowship needs to be intentionally
slow and deliberately guided by medical
expertise so that we do no harm as
Christian communities.
As we formulate our plan, please
provide your input by taking three
minutes to fill out our survey.
https://bit.ly/re-openingsurvey

PHASE III: Lifting of Physical
Distancing with Protection
Once there is evidence that the virus is
no longer being spread in the community,
we will be able to move to Phase III: the
lifting of physical distancing and a return
to “normal” (more or less).
To enter this phase, we will need to
see the following: negative community
spread, mass vaccinations, effective
therapeutic treatment of the virus, and
mass testing for COVID-19 and immunity.
We will continue to offer virtual
worship and meetings.

The Path Ahead
We will be in Phase I for several
more weeks and possibly throughout
the summer or longer. As Texas begins
limited re-opening now, we may see an
increase in cases starting in mid-May
and continuing through early June,
pushing even farther back our desired
14-day streak of declining cases.
Once we enter Phase II, it will feel
frustrating. It will not feel like victory. It
will be long and hard.

But we are not alone
The heads of Waco’s Episcopal
congregations—Holy Spirit, St. Alban’s,
St. Paul’s, and the Episcopal Student
Center—are in regular communication.
We
are
committed
to
working
collaboratively and in a coordinated
fashion for the entire Episcopalian
community in Waco.
We are also in this together with our
non-Episcopalian brothers and sisters.
Some of the larger Baptist and nondenominational churches in Waco and
McLennan County are targeting June 7
as a date to resume corporate worship.
This means they are taking the health
crisis seriously and are not rushing
to return to gathering. I have been in
communication with these leaders and
will continue to watch what they are
doing.
Most importantly, God is with us. As I
have reminded you from the beginning,
God reminds us over and over in the
scriptures: Do not be afraid (Gen 15:1,
Exodus 14:13, Isaiah 41:10, Zechariah
8:15, Matthew 10:32, Mark 6: 50, Luke
5:10, John 6:20, to name a few). As he
prepared to ascend, out Lord Jesus
Christ promised his disciples: “I am with
you always” (Matt 28:20).
God’s people have always known
periods of suffering and separation. I am
reminded of St. Peter’s night in prison in
Acts 12. He was alone and in trouble. But
we read that an angel was with him. God
cares for his children.
Don’t forget: God’s mission is to
redeem and renew the world. God’s
church is his agent of that mission.
None of this has changed. In fact, we,
the church, are made for this: to serve,
to pray, to proclaim hope, and to wait
expectantly for a new dawn. This is
especially true in this Easter season.
I eagerly await that day with all of you.
This letter began with the inspired
words of St. Paul. I'll let him have the
final word too:
May the God of hope fill us with all
joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (Romans
15:13)
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ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN MALAWI
CLERGY BRIEFING ON CORONAVIRUS
The Anglican Diocese of Southern
Malawi through its training office
organized a day-long clergy orientation
on COVID-19 on April 7, 2020. Fr. Lucious
Kaminga, Priest of All Saints’ Nambiti,
our sister parish, was in attendance. The
briefing was conducted by a laboratory
technician from College of Medicine,
University of Malawi, and took place
at the Diocesan Cathedral Church of
St. Paul in Blantyre City. The aim of the
meeting was to orient all clergy in the
Diocese on COVID-19 so they could
acquire first-hand information from a
Revd. Canon Dr. Makweya Chanza (left)
and Revd. Fr. Martin Kalimbe (middle)
moderating panel discussion on theological
reflection on covid-19. Revd. Canon Capt.
Auster Kalilombe, the Training Chaplain.

The Diocesan Bishop, the Rt. Revd.
Alinafe Kalemba holding a poster on
COVID-19 messages to be posted on
Church notice boards.

medical expert who is involved in the
testing of the disease. The Diocese
expected that after acquiring the
knowledge on the disease, the clergy
would impart the same knowledge
to their members in their respective
parishes and communities, as well as
dispel some of the false information
that had been spreading about the
disease. The orientation was funded by
the Episcopal Diocese of Texas through
the World Mission Board.
Those in attendance concluded that

We h ave been as ked to pray for
Eva
Tina Black
Ed Blissett
Cate Boryk
Blake Bostick*
Joe Bozarth, IV*
Tommy Bundrant
Tim Burtch
Barbara Butler
John Cappelin
Leigh Clark
Sandy Cox
Family of Gentry Dokter

Matt D Fatheree
Michael Field*
Jerrod Elliott*
Ashley Escobedo
Teresa G.
Tom Harris
Hunter Herbert*
Jackson family
Sara Kay
Yvonne Larsen
Kelley Lewis
Pete Menefee
Jaimi Miller

Neil Mitchell
Jimmy Pancerella*
Kellie Revelos
Kenneth Scattergood*
Slonaker family
Sylvia Stockton
Josh Taylor
Termulo Family
Sharon W.
Ray Waldon
Christopher Williamson

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO PRAY FOR

“the orientation was an eye opener to all
the clergy and it helped them to see the
disease from a different angle. It helped
the clergy to understand the disease
and how they can [educate] their
members on the same in their various
Churches. The orientation assisted the
clergy to take one true message to the
members within the jurisdiction of the
Anglican Diocese of Southern Malawi.”
The Rt. Rev. Alinafe Kalemba, Bishop
of the Anglican Diocese of Southern
Malawi warmly expressed his gratitude
to the Diocese of Texas for their support
in funding the orientation.

Laboratory technician making a
presentation to the clergy during
the orientation.

PLEDGE ONLINE

stalbanswaco.org/
stewardship
THANK YOU!

Thank you for giving
to St. Alban’s!
Please stay current on your pledge. If
your pledge changes, please let us know.
For questions about giving, contact
Business

Manager

Nancy

Bennett:

nancy@stalbanswaco.org. Give online

*Indicates active military service.

at stalbans.org/give
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APRIL 2020 PLEDGING: YEAR-TO-DATE
Total Pledged
Pledges Received Year-to-Date*

295,904
251,236

MONTHLY CONTRIBUTIONS: APRIL 2020
Pledges Received
94,296
Non-pledged Contributions Received
8,108
Total Contributions Received
102,404
Contributions Budgeted
73,976

ST. ALBAN'S HAS BEEN
BLESSED WITH THESE GIFTS:

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Question about giving? Contact Business Manager
Nancy Bennett at nancy@stalbanswaco.org.
All amounts as of April 30, 2020.

Financial Snapshot: April 2020
Income and Expenses

Annual
Year-to-Date
MEMORIAL
Budget
Actual
For Evelyn and Berry Gerhardt
Thomas and Karen Fort
2020 Income
408,261
502,162
For Sara Ratliff
-Expenses
408,261
572,584
V. J. Saunders

For Viola Sullivan
0
(70,422)
Surplus (Deficit)
V. J. Saunders
For Rose Grossenbacher
Assets and Liabilities
Vanguard and Kayla Kuhl
Jeannie Bradshaw
Assets
Paul and Sydney Easley
Operating Account			
127,962
H. Mercer and Lauretta L. Buchanan
Imprest
Account				
500
James Michael and Dorothy Mathias Ables
Bob Barkley and Sara Stone
Memorial Fund			
3,105
Carole and Rusty Sample
Endowment Fund (Restricted & Non-Restricted) 637,860
Sue Getterman
Our One Foundation Fund
879,914
Nancy H. Callan
Ann and Cullen Smith
Long Term Maintenance Fund 
42,300
Terry and Susan Dewitt
Organ Renovation Fund	
77,008
Jewel F. Logan and William H. Smith Jr.
Total
Assets

1,768,649
Dr. and Mrs. Kent Starr
Joan Manly
Liabilities
Melissa, Millie, Marsha and Molly
2900 Waco Dr. (Loan Paid) 
Scott and Dana Jones
For Gay Grossenbacher
323 N. 29th St. Property Loan 
(130,798)
Julie and Harlan Bergen
Line of Credit (Loan Paid) 			
For Lois Stanton				
Construction
Line
of
Credit

(3,535,582)
Mr. & Mrs. William L. Clifton, Jr.
For Martha Bancroft
Total Liabilities

(3,666,380)
Bob Barkley and Sara Stone
Terry and Susan Dewitt
John and Nancy Merkh
ENDOWMENT
Nancy and David Lacy
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas and Susan Lundeen
In Memory of Rose Grossenbacher
Mr. Walter C. and Lillian Fadal
Di Word
Mr. and Mrs. John Mayfield III
Laura Mayfield Williams and Dale Williams
Nancy Day
Mrs. John D. (Beth) Mayfield III
Don and Martha Howe
For Mr. William Pakis
Mr. John Miller Mayfield
David E. Cherry
Beth and E. L. Caraway
In Memory of Mr. William Pakis
Melissa, Millie, Marsha and Molly
Janeen and Bill Lamkin
Mrs. John D. (Beth) Mayfield III
Dale and Luann Westfield
Stewart and Tracy Kelly
Mr. John Miller Mayfield
Barry and Kendra Anderson
David Gute
Margie H. Grossenbacher
Scott and Dana Jones
Gloria Young
Joe B. and Helen H. Allen
Harry and Violet Wickes
Dennis and Jan Michaels
Mrs. Charles Gervig
Ford and Ellen Taylor
OUR ONE FOUNDATION
Mr. and Mrs. James H. King and Family
Sue Getterman
In Memory of Rose Grossenbacher
The Zoota Family Foundation Fund
William G. and Carol M. Kelly
Betty J. and Robert J. Gianella
at the North Texas Community Foundation
Cari P. Speer (sister of Randy Page)
Mike and Sherri Nunley
Julie and Harlan Bergen
In Memory of Martha Bancroft
IN THANKSGIVING
Dr. J. David and Christine Loftis
Betty J. and Robert J. Gianella
For Anthony, Kaitlin, Theodore and Baron Gilstrap
Greg G. Pakis
In Memory of Mr. William Pakis
Albert and Nancy Jester
Betty J. and Robert J. Gianella
Tom and Kathleen Stanton

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
WACO, TEXAS
Permit No. 386
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305 North 30th Street
Waco, TX 76710
254-752-1773
stalbanswaco.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ST. ALBAN'S STAFF
The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman
Rector
aaron@stalbanswaco.org

A PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF TEXAS

Stephanie Drum

The Rt. Rev. C. Andrew Doyle

Director of Ministry
to Children, Youth & Families

IX Bishop of Texas

stephanie@stalbanswaco.org
The Rev. Neal Scott McGowan
Assistant Rector
neal@stalbanswaco.org

Ricky Gamble
Sexton

The Rev. Alberto Melis
Deacon
alberto@stalbanswaco.org

Hilary Gardner
Parish Administrator
hilary@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Keith Pozzuto
College Missioner for Waco
keith@escwaco.org

Rebekah Stille
Connections Coordinator
rebekah@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Oscar Huerta
Diocesan Church Planter for Waco
churchplanteroh@gmail.com
The Rev. Kara Leslie
Pastoral Associate
kara@stalbanswaco.org
Nancy Bennett
Business Manager
nancy@stalbanswaco.org

Eugene Lavery
Organist &
Director of Music
eugene@stalbanswaco.org
Nursery Staff
Martha Siller
Delores Trevino
Gaby Garcia

The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher
Bishop Suffragan

The Rt. Rev. Kathryn "Kai" Ryan
Bishop Suffragan

The Rt. Rev. Hector Monterroso
Bishop Assistant

ST. ALBAN'S VESTRY
Jerrie Callan
Senior Warden

Stephanie Kucera

Larry Adams-Thompson, D.Min.
Junior Warden

Florence Scattergood

Donna Leas

Darren Metting
Treasurer
Esther Hooley
Clerk

Ben Sheesley
Amy Sielaff
Angela Tekell
Meghan Watkins
John Wood

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are One Church within the Anglican Communion and The Episcopal Church.
All are sought and embraced in worship, mission and ministry in a spirit of mutual love and respect.
Here at St. Alban’s, we carry out the above Diocesan Vision by

Proclaiming to all, through word and deed, the grace of God in Jesus Christ.

