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FROM THE
RECTOR:

LOOKING 
OUTWARD 

 In 2015 we launched a visioning 

process called “Charting Our 

Course.” We asked God to give us 

a sense of what St. Alban’s might 

look like in 2020. We envisioned 

growth in ministries for all ages and 

in our membership. We believed 

there might be a call for more 

Sunday services. We dreamed of 

new programs and ways to serve 

our community. We saw the need 

for new staff positions to serve this 

growing congregation. We also 

knew we needed to improve our 

physical campus so it would be 

more welcoming, accessible, and 

functional. 

 So began our building projects, 

giving us the campus we now enjoy. 

The work of construction, however, 

necessarily caused us to focus 

internally. We focused on things that 

were “inside the house.” And as we 

neared the end of 2019, it looked 

like much of the vision we saw in 

2015 came to pass. We had staff 

dedicated to children and youth, an 

expanded clergy team, more Sunday 

services, many more people involved, 

a growing small group ministry, a 

growing music program for children 

and adults, and more. We were 

excited as we turned the corner into 

2020 and dedicated our new Parish 

Hall.

 Something I hoped for 2020, 

then, was turning the work “outside 

the house.” That is, expanding our 

focus to the community around 

us. We have long had ministry 

partnerships in Waco and around 

the world. But I saw an opportunity 

for more involvement, more of our 

people serving, and greater impact 

in Waco. 

 Then the pandemic hit. Many of 

those plans went dormant. 

 But now, new life is springing up 

all over, even after Waco’s scorching 

summer drought. In this issue of 

The Epistle, you’ll read about a 

3-day conference for lay and clergy 

people we held in Malawi. All done 

virtually! You’ll read about our new 

partnership with those in foster care 

through CarePortal. You’ll read about 

our newly-reorganized Mission & 

Outreach Committee. And you’ll see 

ways you can get involved. 

 We talk about God’s grace a lot at 

St. Alban’s. Our church’s mission is 

to proclaim that grace—in word AND 

deed. I’m excited about all these 

grace-proclaiming “deeds” we see all 

around us at St. Alban’s these days. 

What are you seeing?

Love,
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SNAP SHOTSSave
theDate

September 4 
All Ages Sunday School Resumes

September 4
Evensong Resumes

September 6
Morning Prayer Resumes

September 7
Rector’s Bible Study Resumes

September 8
Early Risers Bible Study Begins

September 11
Baptism Class Begins

September 30–October 2
Parish Retreat

October 9
St. Alban’s 101 Begins

October 15
Men’s Chill Grill

October 16
Visiting Choir Conductor, 
Paul Spicer

October 16
Youth Confirmation Begins

October 21
Women’s Social

October 23
Sacred Arts Concert: 
Baylor Percussion Group 

October 30
Special Books & 
Authors Sunday School

November 17
Young Adult Friendsgiving

Left: The Rev. Kara Leslie baptizes 
Robert Kay with The Rev. Alberto 
Melis assisting and The Rev. Aaron 
Zimmerman as baptism sponsor.

Above: Tired, but happy group of St. 
Alban's ladies after a dance party at 
REFIT Waco. Back row, left to right: Jen 
Richie, Ellie Ramsey, Caroline Martin, 
Ellen Mote, Karen Greer, Sharon Lavery, 
AnnaLauren Packer, Carol Melis. Front 
row: Anna Beaudry, Emily Edwards, 
Abigail Edwards.

Above left: Dr. Rebecca Poe Hays, 
Assistant Professor of Christian 
Scriptures at Truett seminar, speaks to 
us about her book, The Function of Story 
in the Hebrew Psalter, as part of our 
Summer Sunday School series, Books 
and Authors. Below left: Also part of the 
Books and Authors series, Dr. Anthony 
Baker, Professor of Theology at the 
Seminary of the Southwest (Austin), 
speaks to us about his newest book, 
Leaving Emmaus.

Above: “The Lord be with you…” 
A little bumper sticker fun as a 
fundraiser to help cover the cost 
of our parish retreat at the end 
of September. 

Above: Young adults at their regular 
fourth Thursday hangout at Pinewood. 
Left, front to back: Rachel Toombs, 
Christine Johnston, Evangeline Prior, 
Reilly Fitzpatrick, Kelsey Maglio, 
Katherine Lindgren. Right, front to 
back: Johnson Hagood, Stephanie 
Drum, Jonathan Martin, Sarah Martin, 
Caleb Lindgren, Allison Brown
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A WORD FROM
ST. ALBAN'S NEW ASSOCIATE RECTOR

THE REV. DR. ANDREW ARMOND

All of us tend to read our lives as a 

story, hoping that everything makes 

sense as we look back on the places, 

people, and ideas that made us into 

who we are today. We hope, too, for 

the clear presence of the Holy Spirit, 

leading us and guiding us on our way.

 I’m continually amazed at the strange 

twists and turns of my own story. For a 

few years in the early 2000s, Patty and 

I lived just a few blocks from St. Alban’s. 

We were recently married; Patty was 

working at WRS Group on Franklin Ave., 

and I was writing my dissertation, looking 

forward to a life in the academic world. 

I couldn’t have imagined that, almost 

twenty years later, I would be arriving 

at St. Alban’s as its Associate Rector, 

returning to Waco not only with Patty, 

but also with our three creative, joyful, 

and loving children! We are all excited to 

explore many new opportunities at St. 

Alban’s, in Waco, and in Central Texas.

 I’m so thankful for the variety of 

educational and religious experiences 

that have led me to this point in my 

vocation. I’ve led worship in praise 

bands, attended Mass regularly at a 

Benedictine college, played the organ for 

a Presbyterian church, and performed 

in not one, but two faculty cover bands. 

I’ve led a chapel full of students in 

“Sweet Caroline,” built an entire monastic 

community in Minecraft, and participated 

in a week-long read aloud of The Divine 

Comedy. I’ve taught classes in the 

basement of Marrs McLean at Baylor 

and sung Evensong in the Berkeley 

Hills in California. I’ve attempted to 

teach everything from Greek tragedy to 

Buddhism to philosophy to Jane Eyre.

 The one constant thread throughout 

the diversity of experiences I’ve had 

has been, and continues to be, a desire 

to help people discern their own 

paths in life, first as an educator and 

now as a priest. For me, the message 

is consistent even though the media 

may have changed. I hope to, as our 

Prayer Book states, “Show [people] that 

[God’s] ways give more life than the 

ways of the world.” The ways of Jesus 

are life-giving, and the ways of this 

world are often death-dealing. 

 And so, through the myriad 

difficulties that accompany us on 

our earthly pilgrimages, we are still, 

somehow (often inexplicably) joyful. I 

hope that joy shines through everything 

I do at St. Alban’s, from teaching to 

leading Bible studies, from welcome 

dinners to conversations over coffee or 

beer. I especially hope it shines through 

my leadership of the beautiful liturgies 

of our Prayer Book, including Morning 

Prayer, weekly Eucharist, baptisms, and 

even funerals. I can’t wait to be with you 

all. I know that God will bless our time 

together richly, for God’s good and the 

good of all of God’s people!

Andrew's first Sunday with us will be Sept. 4. He will preach Sept. 18.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
 I have vivid memories of singing 

“I’ve got the peace that passes 
understanding, down in my heart…” as 

a child in church and Bible School. This 

summer in both our Children & Youth 

Ministries, we have been pressing into 

themes of peacemaking, outreach, and 

communion with other members of the 

global Church. 

 This summer’s Vacation Bible Camp 

theme, Passport to Peace, leaned 

into Bible lessons on peacemaking. 

Especially with stories like the wisdom 

of Abigail in 1 Samuel 25, and the 

compassionate care of the “sheep” in 

Jesus’ Matthew 25 parable, children 

explored what the Bible says about 

sharing God’s peace.

We want to extend a humble Thank 
You for their dedicated work with 
Vacation Bible Camp:
 • Emily Edwards

 • Abigail Edwards

 • Carolyn Farmer

 • Jessica Farmer

 • Jonathan Martin

 • Ryan Patillo

 • Anna-Louise Deaver

 • Ada Larsen

 • Milo Raines

 • Brandon Raimondo

 • Stella Raimondo

 • August Zimmerman

 • Andrea Zimmerman

 • Dana Burton

 • Kate Burton

 • Laura Burton

 • Cathy Ratcliff

 • Paula Campbell

 • Ann Cooper

 • Donna Leas

 • Stephanie Kucera

 • Rachel Toombs

 • Susan Stone

 • Jennings Sheffield

YOUTH MINISTRY
 This July, seven youth and two adults 

from St. Alban’s traveled to San José, 

Costa Rica in one of the first trips of 

its kind for our parish. We partnered 

with the Diocese of Costa Rica as well 

as Catedral Episcopal El Buen Pastor 

(Episcopal Cathedral of the Good 

Shepherd) to help put on a 3-day 

Vacation Bible Camp as well as work 

on renovations to their Parish Hall. This 

VBC focused on the story of Creation 

from Genesis 1-2, and children and 

youth learned about God’s love for all 

of creation and humanity. Ages ranged 

from 2 years old to even 21 years old, 

as anyone who came was welcome in 

one of the three classrooms that held 

toddlers, elementary age children, and 

youth.

 Our group also had devotional time 

where we read and studied the Epistle to 

the Philippians. This special letter in the 

New Testament was an encouragement 

as we learned more about the humility 

of God in Jesus and the call of God in 

each of our lives.

 During this trip, there was fresh 

meaning given to some of the values 

and beliefs that we hold as Christians. 

“Communing” with the saints looked 

like finger paintings, clapping alongside 

others to worship music, using a 

translator to teach a memory verse, or 

praying the Lord’s Prayer in another 

language. “Partnership in the Gospel” 

for us looked like working with language 

barriers to teach the Gospel story, as 

well as preparing food and serving lunch 

to neighborhood children. It came to 

look like people drawing closer to one 

another, through laughter or singing or 

prayer, as they draw closer to God.

 In many ways, “mission” is a concept 

that has had its ups and downs. Far too 

often it denotes a one-way street of 

charity, and “mission trips” have received 

their fair share of criticism. Our diocesan 

partnership with the Diocese of Costa 

Rica was an open door through which 

to learn and connect with Christians 

in other parts of the world in a mutual 
giving and receiving. At Good Shepherd 

(or El Buen Pastor – they are a bilingual 

congregation!), they have strong leaders 

who were able to help guide our group 

as well as their own congregation in the 

work of Vacation Bible School and Bible 

teaching. It was a huge blessing to work 

alongside them! It is my hope that we 

built relationships that will continue to 

grow, and that we continue to learn and 

receive from one another.

 We owe a huge thank you to 

everyone who contributed towards our 

trip to Costa Rica – whether it was for 

a specific student or if you just wanted 

some banana bread! Every prayer, baked 

good, word of encouragement, and 

dollar given made a difference.

 We are so very thankful to all who 
volunteered with our students this 
year, especially:
 • Johnson Hagood

 • Abel Castro

 • Schuyler O’Brien

 • John Wood

CHILDREN'S & YOUTH MINISTRY

Stephanie Drum
Director of 
Ministry to
Children & Youth

@stalbanskids

@stalbanstudents

There were many new faces this year
at VBC! Kids had a great

time creating new friendships.
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MUSIC MINISTRY

This October, St. Alban’s will 

host internationally acclaimed 

English conductor and composer 

Paul Spicer. His visit will consist of 

working with the St. Alban’s Choir 

in rehearsal and conducting for all 

three services on Sunday, October 

16. A particular focus of his time 

with the choir will be the service 

of 5:30 PM Choral Evensong 

that day where music of Herbert 

Howells and Paul Spicer will be 

sung – Paul is the world’s leading 

expert on the performance of 

Howells’ music and literally wrote 

the book on him.

Paul Spicer began his musical 

training as a chorister at New 

College, Oxford. He studied with 

Herbert Howells and Richard 

Popplewell (organ) at the Royal 

College of Music in London, 

winning the top organ award 

(the Walford Davies Prize) in his 

final year.  Paul is best known 

as a choral conductor, partly 

through the many CDs he made 

with the Finzi Singers for Chandos 

Records and more recently with 

the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber Choir for 

Somm Records. He conducted Bach Choirs in Chester 

and Leicester before moving to conduct the Birmingham 

Bach Choir in 1992.  He taught at the Royal College of 

Music between 1995 and 2008, and now teaches choral 

conducting at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, where 

he also directs the acclaimed chamber choir. He also 

teaches at Oxford and Durham Universities.

Until July 2001 Paul Spicer was Artistic Director of 

the Lichfield Festival and the 

Abbotsholme Arts Society.  He 

was Senior Producer for BBC 

Radio 3 in the Midlands until 

1990, and today is in considerable 

demand as a composer.  The 

first complete recording of 

Paul Spicer’s large-scale Easter 

Oratorio was released in 2005 to 

critical acclaim, the work being 

recognized by Gramophone 

magazine as “the best of its kind 

to have appeared ... since Howells’s 

Hymnus Paradisi”.  He has also 

written a large number of smaller-

scale choral works including two 

cantatas relating to the global 

pandemic period of 2020-2021: 

Oceans of Eternal Thought and 

Sound the Invisible Trumps.

As a musicologist, Paul has been 

widely recognized as the leading 

expert on twentieth-century 

British choral music. In 1998 his 

biography of his composition 

teacher, Herbert Howells, was 

published and has subsequently 

been reprinted three times. 

In 2013 he was invited by the 

Britten-Pears Foundation to write the first practical guide 

to all Benjamin Britten’s choral music, and in 2014 his 

latest book, Sir George Dyson – His Life and Music, was 

published by Boydell & Brewer.

I do hope you will be able to join us for 5:30 PM Choral 

Evensong on October 16 to see and hear the St. Alban’s 

Choir under the direction of this giant of the choral world.

More information about Paul can be found at www.

paulspicer.com

Eugene Lavery

Organist and 
Director of Music

Internationally acclaimed
conductor to visit St. Alban’s

Paul Spicer
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Starting in September, St. Alban’s 

will be offering the service of Choral 

Evensong every Sunday at 5:30 PM. 

Choral Evensong is one of the great 

liturgical treasures of The Episcopal 

Church and marks the transition from 

daytime to evening with readings from 

scripture, chanted prayers, and sublime 

music sung by the St. Alban’s Choir and 

Choristers. Following the conclusion 

of Evensong, a short, spoken service 

of Holy Communion will be offered for 

those who wish to remain to receive the 

body and blood of Christ. 

Choral Evensong is founded in the 

ancient patterns of monastic worship – 

Christians have been chanting prayers 

in the evening for centuries – and takes 

its modern form from the 1662 Book 

of Common Prayer. The readings for 

Evensong are drawn from the same 

lectionary we use in the morning and 

there will be a brief sermon, meaning 

Evensong can very much be the 

only service you attend on a Sunday. 

Alternatively, you can attend Evensong 

as your second service of the day 

if you wish to hear more wonderful 

music from our choirs that isn’t sung 

at morning services. We look forward 

to welcoming you to Evensong in the 

coming year where you can join with 

the many for whom it has become an 

important part of their spiritual life.

I’m looking forward to the return of 

the beautiful service of Choral Evensong 

on Sunday evenings at St. Albans this 

fall. I began attending earlier this year, 

and it quickly became a cherished part 

of my week. Sunday morning worship is 

wonderful, but Evensong is a different 

experience. The church looks so lovely 

with the gentle light of early evening 

filtering through the stained-glass—a 

perfect setting for this contemplative 

service. I have loved speaking and 

hearing (and singing in plainchant) the 

poetic words from the 1662 Book of 

Common Prayer, accompanied by choral 

voices. Before going into another busy 

week, gathering together at the close 

of day, offering our prayers together, 

and receiving communion and words 

of hope, restores and sustains me as I 

head into the busy week ahead. I’m so 

thankful for this beloved service!

 - Karen Greer, regular Evensong 

congregant

Choral Evensong at St. Alban's

St. Alban’s is pleased to announce the 

hiring of Laura Smith to the position of 

Organ Scholar. In this role she will assist 

in playing the organ for all liturgies and 

accompanying the St. Alban’s Choir, 

Choristers, and Cherub Choir.

A native of Wichita, KS; Laura is a 

sophomore at Baylor, where she is 

majoring in Organ Performance with a 

minor in Creative Writing. In 2019, she 

won first prize in the senior organ division 

of the Hesston Keyboard Festival, and 

in 2020, she won first prize in the Young 

Organists’ Competition hosted by the 

Greater Columbia, SC chapter of the 

American Guild of Organists. As a student 

of Dr. Isabelle Demers at Baylor, Laura 

was honored to perform as a soloist in 

the School of Music’s centennial Collage 

Concert and compete as a finalist in the 

organ division of the Semper Pro Musica 

competition during her first year at Baylor.  

This fall she will be studying organ with 

Dr. Margaret Harper at Baylor, and she looks 

forward to the opportunity to work with 

Eugene Lavery and the choirs of St. Alban's.

Meet our new organ scholar
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ADULT FORMATION
 Over a decade ago, I was first in-

troduced to the Anglican prayer book 

during my graduate studies in Vancou-

ver, Canada. As someone who has al-

ways had a desire to pray regularly but 

often found myself without the right 

words (or mood!) to pray, I heard my 

first Anglican collects (short prayers) 

during our weekly chapel services. At 

first, I thought the person leading us in 

prayer was simply a brilliant theologian 

and poet for making up such beautiful 

prayers on the spot, but came to rec-

ognize that these prayers come from 

a shared prayer book. A couple years 

later, while not yet an Episcopalian, 

we used the language of The Book of 
Common Prayer’s marriage rite as the 

framework for our wedding liturgy. Our 

prayer book drew me into this beauti-

ful faith tradition, it served as the best 

kind of recruiting! 

 And, I know I am not alone. Many of 

you have expressed to me your love sto-

ry with the prayer book. I have the priv-

ilege of helping some of you learn how 

to navigate this rather (ahem) “intricate” 

book and get to hear stories about how 

praying the Daily Office has transformed 

your prayer life. I have seen many of your 

names regularly pop-up this past year on 

our morning prayer livestreams (and am 

excited to see some of your actual faces 

this fall with in-person morning prayer). 

And, I have experienced with many of 

you the beauty of our Sunday evening 

Evensongs, where we prayer the 1662 

prayer book, spectacularly speaking and 

singing the same prayers that have been 

with the Anglican Church for 360 years. 

Of all the wonderful things happening 

this fall, one of the ones I most look 

forward is the return of our Evensong 

service! Speaking of the fall, there is a lot 

going on in adult Christian formation.

EARLY RISERS BIBLE STUDY
 This fall, we begin a new study on 

Thursday mornings. For many years, the 

men of St. Alban’s have faithfully met 

weekly to study the Bible together. This 

year, we open up this study to the ladies 

as well. Our new Associate Rector, the 

Rev. Dr. Andrew Armond, will be leading 

a study of the Old Testament lectionary 

readings for the fall term.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
 The Rev. Aaron Zimmerman’s 

Wednesday Bible Study resumes this 

fall picking up where the we left off in 

the spring with the book of 1 Samuel. 

This class will continue to meet in the 

Parish Hall and be livestreamed.

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL
 We have two exciting series this 

fall, plus one special Books & Authors 

session. The Rev. Aaron Zimmerman 

will teach on the Book of Galatians on 

Sundays in September. As we enter into 

stewardship season in October, I will 

begin a study on a theology of stew-

ardship. On October 30, we will have a 

special Sunday School with Dave Zahl, 

founder and director of Mockingbird 

Ministries, for his new book Low Anthro-
pology: The Unlikely Key to a Gracious 
View of Others (and Yourself).

SMALL GROUPS
 It’s not too late to join a small group! 

Small groups will begin to meet for the 

fall term in September, but new mem-

bers can always be added in. Learn 

more and sign up: stalbanswaco.org/

smallgroups.

MEN’S & WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
 We have both a Men’s Chill Grill and 

Women’s Social set for the fall. On 

October 15, the men of St. Alban’s are 

invited to a Men’s Chill Grill at the home 

of Les Carter. Then the next week, on 

October 21, the St. Alban’s ladies are in-

vited to a Women’s Social at the home 

of Jeannine McMeans. These events are 

casual and fun ways to get to know oth-

ers at the church.

ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Dr. Rachel 
Toombs

Director of 
Formation 
and Connection
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St. Alban's staff and volunteers delivering 
school supplies to Cedar Ridge Elementary.

 Many of us already serve individually for Cedar Ridge Elementary, The Cove, 

Mission Waco Mission World, and now CarePortal. But now the Mission and 

Outreach committee is being reformed and will be ready to dive into creating 

a program that allows the St. Alban's community to serve our current partners 

more easily and define the process for engaging with new partners.

 If you are interested in sharing your gifts with the local and larger 

community through St. Alban's, hold on.......More to come!

Ronda McCarthy, MD, MPH, FACOEM

Chair, St. Alban’s Mission & Outreach Committee

ronda_mccarthy@concentra.com

Committee Members: Ronda McCarthy (chair), 

The Rev. Alberto Melis (clergy liason), Daniel Adams, 

Lew Arend, Liz Arend, Grace Gillenwater, 

Sean McCarthy, Cindy White

     As we kick off a new season at St. 

Alban’s, I’m excited to share about our 

new partnership with CarePortal. It’s 

no secret that St. Alban’s has grown 

quite a bit over the last couple years 

and with that growth in people comes 

an increase in our capacity to serve our 

community. I know many of you have 

asked how to get involved in outreach. 

Well, here’s an opportunity! CarePortal 

serves as a liaison between local CPS 

caseworkers who work directly with 

families and connects area churches to 

meet tangible needs that allow children 

in or at risk of entering foster care. 

For example, if children are placed in 

the custody of a relative but there is 

a barrier like a need for beds (or car 

seats, or an exterminator, etc.), in order 

to receive them (instead of going into 

the foster care system outside a kinship 

placement), CarePortal will send out an 

alert to partner churches. Participants 

then have the opportunity to sign up 

to meet that need. Members of the St. 

Alban’s team would deliver the item to 

the client along with whatever additional 

items they decide (some churches bring 

a meal, warm brownies, children’s books, 

etc.). The goal of this work is to 1) keep 

families together with minimal burden 

on the foster care system; 2) to connect 

local church members with neighbors in 

need. The connection is made through 

an app and is extremely user friendly. 

St. Alban’s has a team of about a dozen 

participants as of this writing. We hope 

to have the program running by the end 

of the year. Sign up via the QR code 

below. We do need to cover the cost 

of the items as a church, so you are 

welcome to participate financially even if 

you don’t want to be part of the physical 

team. Donations can be made to St. 

Alban’s designated to “CarePortal”. 

There will be another informational 

meeting in September. Stay tuned!

Andrea Zimmerman
CarePortal Coordinator for St. Alban’s
andrea.zimmerman@gmail.com

St. Alban's Mission
and Outreach Program is back!

Welcome to CarePortal!

You can sign up for
CarePortal by
scanning the

QR code below.
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 The Cove - Heart of Texas, Inc. (or 

just 'The Cove') started in 2016 after 

staff in Waco Independent School 

District and others in the community 

identified a significant gap in the help 

available for High School aged youth 

who did not have a stable, safe place 

to stay each night. In response, The 

Cove started an afterschool program 

where these youths could access help 

with school and attendance, support 

to identify accommodation, eat a meal, 

receive supplies to meet their basic 

needs, and access wider support.

 Over these last few years, The 

Cove has grown. Building on our 

afterschool programming, The Cove 

now provides a weekday drop-in 

service and a school-based outreach 

service. In the 2021-22 school year, 

The Cove served 132 High-School 

aged youth. For each youth, The 

Cove helps them gain stability in 

their housing, have hope in their 

education and employment, and build 

meaningful relational connections.

 There are several ways members of 

St Albans can be involved in our work, 

please get in touch about any of these 

(hello@thecovewaco.org):

 • Follow us on Instagram/Facebook - 

 @thecovewaco or join or Newsletter 

 at thecovewaco.org

 • If you can, you can give financially 

 check out https://thecovewaco.org 

 for more information

 • We have a constant but changing 

 need for in-kind items (hygiene 

 items, snacks, drinks, etc.) - get in 

 touch to donate

 • We have 3-5 volunteers for 

 each programming session to help  

 with activities, meals, and engaging 

 with youth. Volunteers commit to 

 one evening a week for a semester, 

 receive training and must complete a 

 background check.

 • Finally, our Birthday Bash 

 Fundraiser takes place on September 

 29, 5:30-7:30pm, at 524 W 

 Waco Drive.

Tim Packer 
Executive Director 
The Cove - Heart of Texas, Inc.
timp@thecovewaco.org 
(254) 717-1554 
thecovewaco.org
524 W Waco Drive Suite B 
Waco, Texas, 76701

 Cedar Ridge Elementary is a 

PK-5th grade campus which serves 

approximately 500 students.  We 

have a dedicated staff who work 

hard to serve our students.  There 

are many ways that the parishioners 

of St. Alban's could help.  One way 

is through our annual Pack of Hope 

Drive.  Pack of Hope provides bags of 

nonperishable items home each Friday 

with students who are food-insecure. 

Within our school community and 

others, the need is great for these 

bags. So during the month of 

September, we'll collect food items 

and money which will go towards 

increasing the amount of bags we 

can send home each week.  The cost 

to provide a food bag to a student 

for the year is $300 or donating a 

certain weight in pounds of items 

such as juice, fruit cups, crackers, 

and hygiene items. Another way to 

help the students of Cedar Ridge 

would be becoming a reading buddy 

on a regular basis (weekly/every other 

week/monthly). You will be paired 

with a student and that student 

can read to you and have another 

adult with whom they can build a 

relationship. If you're interested in 

this, please email kimberly.granger@

wacoisd.org. A third way to get 

involved would be to help in our 

Learning Lab.  Are you good at things 

like knitting, building, animating, video 

production, or coding?  We have 

equipment and supplies for all these 

things and could use outside mentors 

to help our students learn these 

unique skills.  If you're interested in 

this, please email tori.garcia@wacoisd.

org. We would also love volunteers 

to help on an event-specific basis like 

our Open House or Trunk or Treat. For 

general questions or more information, 

you can talk to Erin Lange at church 

or email at erin.lange@wacoisd.org.   

Erin Lange
Principal
Cedar Ridge PDS Elementary

ST. ALBAN'S
OUTREACH & MINISTRY PARTNERS

Cedar Ridge Elementary

St. Alban's volunteers prepared 
25 lbs. of meat for Cedar Ridge 

Elementary Taco Tuesday.

The Cove
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 Caritas is our new Mission partner. 

They have been here over 50 years.

Their primary goal is to fight food 

insecurity. Often, they are the only 

food source for our poorest and 

underserved brothers and sisters.

VOLUNTEER
DONATE YOUR TIME

 37,000+ volunteer hours are 

served at Caritas of Waco every year 

= $940,910 in valued service. They 

offer a variety of ways for individuals 

and groups to donate their time, 

talents, and resources.

 Dress code: For safety reasons, 

sleeveless shirts and open-toe shoes 

are not permitted. Remember, you’ll 

be on your feet, moving around, so 

please dress comfortably. Jeans, 

t-shirts and sneakers or work boots 

are perfect.

 Food Pantry | 300 South 15th 

Street | Mon-Fri, 8:30-11AM and 1-3PM

Pantry volunteers can be aged 10 

and up, with ages 10-15 requiring a 

chaperone.

 Groups can have up to 8 

volunteers. This is an equal 

opportunity provider.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

 • Filling shopping carts

 • Bagging fruits 

  and vegetables,

 • Assisting clients to 

  vehicles with baskets.

 They will have someone assigned 

to oversee this important program 

shortly. Meanwhile please-contact me 

with any questions

The Rev Alberto M. Melis
alberto@stalbanswaco.org
254.495.0900

ST. ALBAN'S
OUTREACH & MINISTRY PARTNERS

 For thirty years, Mission Waco 

Mission World has pursued a three-part 

mission statement: 1. Provide Chris-

tian-based, holistic, relationship-cen-

tered programs that empower the 

poor and marginalized. 2. Mobilize 

middle-class Americans to become 

more compassionately involved among 

the poor. 3. Seek ways to overcome 

systemic issues of social injustice which 

oppress the poor and marginalized. 

With over seventeen different programs 

and a variety of social enterprises, our 

hope is to see lives changed by hands-

on compassion not only in Waco but 

also in Mexico City, Haiti, and India. 

What God has been able to accom-

plish through our efforts has only been 

possible by the people of God being on 

mission with God. We need you!

  Whether you’d like to serve with 

a group of people or by yourself, we 

have a number of ways to get involved. 

Please visit our website to see all the 

opportunities: missionwaco.org/get-in-

volved. Do you have a green-thumb? 

Come check out our aquaponics green-

house, Urban REAP! Would you like to 

minister to those staying at My Broth-

er’s Keeper? Come serve with a group 

at Friday Morning Breakfast or lead a 

Chapel service in the evenings. We truly 

believe people are being transformed 

by people who are being transformed, 

but the transformation we hope to see 

doesn’t have to only come through 

your volunteerism but also through 

your shopping at Jubilee Food Market 

and/or having breakfast or lunch with a 

friend at the World Cup Café. Shopping 

with kingdom-minded intentionality can 

truly make a different in our city. Will 

you join us?

John Calaway 

President & Executive Director 

jcalaway@missionwaco.org

Mission Waco

On the first Sunday of Advent we had 
a great time greeting the Christian 
Motorcyclist Association as they picked 
up gifts to deliver to Church Under The 
Bridge and be used for Mission Waco's 
Christmas Store.

Caritas

More Mission and 
Outreach Partners 

continued on next page.
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 On Sunday May 29, a delegation 

from Malawi visited St. Alban’s with a 

simple objective: to share what God 

was doing in their churches. During 

a Sunday School class, a parishioner 

asked a simple question: what can we 

do to help? The Diocese in Southern 

Malawi is filled with vibrant churches 

that are facing monumental health, en-

vironmental, and economic challenges. 

Before the Malawians returned home, a 

group from St. Alban’s went to Austin 

to discuss what practical things we 

could do. By the end of that meeting, 

we were already planning our first 

virtual mission trip.  We could help by 

sharing what God had taught us.

 Les Carter, Liz Fraley, Jason 

MacGregor AnnaLauren Packer, Luke 

Winslow, and Aaron Zimmerman 

worked together to develop content 

for a three-day conference on Finan-

cial Hospitality: How to Invite People 

Into God’s Work. We partnered with 

Baylor University to provide every 

participant at the conference meals, 

transportation and accommodations 

at no-cost. From July 25 to 27, over 

150 Malawian Church leaders were 

equipped. We also provided start-up 

funding to one parish to open a pig 

farm.

 Special Thanks to Tawanda Madovi 

for championing the event and Bishop 

James Tengatenga for facilitating the 

conference.

 We are already beginning to plan 

for our next steps. All our invited to 

join us our team for our next trip!

Jason MacGregor

Jason_MacGregor@baylor.edu

 In June St. Alban’s hosted the Fam-

ilies & Foster Care Coalition (FFCC) 

Showcase in our beautiful Parish Hall. 

This coalition is a one-year-old group 

of around 70 individuals and local or-

ganizations that work in the foster care 

space. This community event served as 

the Coalition’s first in-person meeting 

and featured a keynote speaker, a pan-

el of experts in the foster care arena, as 

well as informational booths from var-

ious organizations. This work is on our 

radar because of the great need in our 

community for foster parents. Did you 

know that over 70% of children in need 

of foster care are sent outside our 

county? Waco and McLennan County 

have a severe shortage of foster fami-

lies and this crisis is only increasing. St. 

Alban’s will continue to offer space to 

this group as needed. The FFCC was 

started by Prosper Waco and CASA 

in 2021. I will serve as the Coalition 

Coordinator beginning Summer 2022. 

The FFCC wishes to thank St. Alban’s 

for the use of your space, especially for 

the event in June!

Andrea Zimmerman
fostercoalition@prosperwaco.org

Malawi Virtual Mission Trips

Families & Foster Care Coalition Showcase

Participants watching video recording 
prepared by St. Alban's Mission Teams.

Rt Rev Dr James Tengatenga presenting certificate
of participation to conference participants of the virtual conference.

Rt. Rev. Dr. James Tengatenga
presenting certificate of participation

to conference participants.

Women Leaders of Malawi gathering for
a photo during the virtual conference.
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ST. ALBAN’S 101
 Our next newcomers class, St. Alban’s 101, 

begins October 9 and runs for five weeks on 

Sundays at 10:15 AM in the Parish Library. You 

can learn more and register for the class the 

class at stalbanswaco.org/sta101. 

CONFIRMATION, RECEPTION, 
AND REAFFIRMATION

 On November 13, Bishop Kai Ryan will be 

here for confirmations, receptions, and reaffir-

mations of faith. If you are interested in being 

confirmed or received, you will need to have 

taken or enrolled this fall in St. Alban’s 101. 

Have questions or want to learn more? Email 

me: rachel@stalbanswaco.org or give me a 

call at 254-221-7133.

SMALL GROUPS
 One of the best ways to get connected 

at St. Alban’s is to join a small group. Small 

groups meet 1-2 times a month in parishio-

ners’ homes or at the church. If you want to 

learn more and sign up for a small group, visit 

stalbanswaco.org/smallgroups.

YOUNG ADULTS
 This fall, we are adding to our regularly 

schedule young adult programming—that is, 

meeting on the 4th Thursday of each month 

at Pinewood Coffee & Bar—with a Friendsgiv-

ing feast the week before Thanksgiving. On 

Thursday, November 17, we will give thanks in 

the Parish Hall, beginning at 7:30. St. Alban’s 

will provide the main protein, but you are 

invited to bring a side dish or dessert to share, 

as well as your beverage of choice. St. Alban’s 

20 and 30-somethings, and those young at 

heart, are invited to join in on the fun.

New or New-ish to St. Alban's?

We have a number of

ways to get plugged in

this fall if you are new

or new-ish to St. Alban’s:

Dr. Rachel 
Toombs

Director of 
Formation 
and Connection



16

 Finishing the Work is a capital 

campaign to complete the journey 

of faith we started in 2015 with our 

Master Plan for our campus. Since 

then, we have survived a pandemic, 

an ice storm, and the disruption of 

multiple construction projects. We 

have also welcomed new staff, grown 

our outreach, expanded our campus, 

launched online worship, added 

new members, and are only gaining 

momentum. Here is a Q&A about 

Finishing the Work.

WHAT IS FINISHING THE WORK? 
A $2.9 million capital campaign for St. 

Alban’s.

WHAT WILL THE FTW CAMPAIGN 
FUNDS ACCOMPLISH?

First, by retiring the debt from the 

recent church renovation, it will enable 

our ministry to flourish unhindered 

by debt obligations. Second, by 

completing the long-planned final 

portions of our Master Plan, we truly 

make St. Alban’s a place that supports 

people from cradle to grave. 

HOW WILL THE FTW CAMPAIGN
EXPAND OUR MINISTRY?

As a united congregation, unburdened 

from debt obligations, we will have an 

unprecedented opportunity to reach 

the people of Waco, to impact our 

community, honor the communion 

of saints, and to grow and show our 

faith. We will also make our campus 

accessible to all.

HAVE WE MADE ANY PROGRESS
ON THE FTW CAMPAIGN? 

Yes! Sixty-one households have already 

pledged $980,000, meeting 34% of our 

goal. Thank you to all who have already 

pledged!

WHAT IS MY ROLE IN
FINISHING THE WORK?

Pray for this campaign! Also, 

begin prayerfully considering your 

household’s multi-year pledge.  When 

you are contacted by a member of the 

FTW committee to have a conversation 

about your pledge, accept the 

invitation! Then complete your pledge 

card and put it in the offering plate.

“Now finish the work, so that your 
eager willingness to do it may be 
matched by your completion of it 
according to your means.”

2 Corinthians 8:11

FINISHING THE WORK 
COMMITTEE

Liz Fraley, Chair

Bill Hulsey, Vice Chair

Robert Brown

Stephanie Kucera

Lynda Lee-Dyer

Doug Smith

Nancy Bennett,

Business Manager

Jason Milam, Senior Warden

The Rev. Aaron Zimmerman,

Rector

www.stalbanswaco.org/ftw/

Scan

to learn

more.

WHAT ARE THE FINAL PORTIONS
OF THE MASTER PLAN THAT FTW WILL ACCOMPLISH?

• Installing already-purchased playground  

 equipment for younger children

• Refurbishing the existing playground   

 for older children and adding an    

 accessible playground entrance

• Building a wrought-iron security    

 fence along Waco Drive

• Adding a memorial area and columbarium  

 (a structure with niches for funeral urns)  

 to our courtyard

• Updating the courtyard with lighting    

  and a new surface

• Renovating the church’s front entrance    

 plaza to the to ensure accessibility   

 and safety
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 Our 2023 Stewardship theme is “Wonder and Awe.”   
The committee chose this because we are simply 
amazed at what God is doing through this congregation. 
Some quick highlights: 

• Nationally, churches shrank by an average of 40% 
after the pandemic, but St. Alban’s has grown. 
We welcome 463 people on average every Sunday 
(online and in person), a 197% increase since 2013!

• In July, we hosted a virtual training conference 
for 60 clergy and lay leaders in Malawi. One priest 
said it “opened our eyes to some areas we were 
taking lightly” and they have since increased their 
evangelistic efforts.

• Our local mission & outreach efforts are reinvigorated, 
with a focus on vulnerable children, food insecurity, 
and homelessness.

• Each week, over 60 people find help at 
12-step recovery meetings on our campus.

• We are seeing growth in our youth and 
children’s ministries, our music programs, 
and our formation offerings. 

“Awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done”

Acts 2:43

Angela Tekell, Chair

Robert Brown

Jason MacGregor

Victor Galvan

Daniel Greer

Karen Greer

The Rev. Aaron Zimmerman,
Rector

Angela Tekell, 2023 Stewardship Chair
 Fall in the Episcopal Church is 

stewardship season. That means taking 

care of what God has given us, not 

paying “dues” to church. Stewardship 

began when God created humans and 

commanded us to care for the world. 

In our local church life, it means 

stewarding our time, abilities, and 

finances for God’s work in the world. 

In doing so, God is glorified, we are 

blessed, and St. Alban’s is empowered 

to serve. 

 By being faithful stewards, we 

ensure St. Alban’s continues its 

momentum. For a parish growing 

this rapidly, it requires additional 

staff, supplies, and resources. For St. 

Alban’s, that means a 2023 ministry 

budget of $1.3 million, up from $1.2 

million in 2022.

 Starting October 9, for four weeks 

we will listen, learn, talk, and pray 

about our own giving. In church we’ll 

hear from our members. And there’s 

something new this year: in our 10:15 

AM adult Sunday School class, Dr. 

Rachel Toombs will help us explore a 

theology of stewardship through the 

proclamation that “all things come of 

thee, and of thine own have we given 

thee” (1 Chr 29:14b).

 By November 6, we ask each St. 

Alban’s household to submit a pledge 

card, a faithful estimate of what they 

will give in 2023. Please feel free to 

reach out to me or any of us on the 

Stewardship Committee members if 

you have any questions. 

 For now, reflect on the Wonder 

and Awe of what God is doing at St. 

Alban’s, and give thanks!

2023 STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

S T E W A R D S H I P  2 0 2 3



18

Assets and Liabilities 
Assets

General Fund $ 38,518

Holding Fund $ 132,740

Imprest Account $ 500

Memorial Fund $ 16,406

Endowment Fund (Non-Restricted) $ 662,892

Our One Foundation Fund $ 152,178

Renew and Restore Fund $ 105,069

Long Term Maintenance Fund $ 17,215

Organ Maintenance Fund $ 80.964

Total Assets $ 1,206,482

Liabilities 

Renew and Restore Construction Loan $ (2,019,827)

Crump Foundation Loan @ 2% Interest $ (475,000)

Total Liabilities $ (2,494,827)

PARISH FINANCES

Question about giving? Contact Business Manager 
Nancy Bennett at nancy@stalbanswaco.org.

All amounts as of June 30, 2022.

ST. ALBAN'S
HAS BEEN

BLESSED WITH
THESE GIFTS:

IN MEMORY OF  
(FINISHING THE WORK)
For: Rev. R. L. and 
 Patricia K Masters
  - Elizabeth Fraley 

For: Carol Dulski
  - Ashley and David Dulski
 
For: Mr. and Mrs. Peeler  
 and Marge Williams
  - Mr. Brooks Williams 

For: Katie Abel
  - Mr. Stan Haddock 

For: Diane Hostetler  
 and Maryanne Klein
  - Troy and Anna Beaudry

IN MEMORY OF
For: Rosemary Williams
 - John and Virginia Moore

IN THANKSGIVING FOR
For: Allison and Dulski Families
  - Ashley and David Dulski

For: Florence Scattergood’s  
 work on the construction
  - Jennifer Richie

Please stay current on your 
pledge. If your pledge changes, 

please let us know. For 
questions about giving, contact 

Business Manager 
Nancy Bennett: 

nancy@stalbanswaco.org. 

Give online at stalbans.org/giveJUNE 2022 PLEDGED 

Total Pledged $77,721

Pledges Received  $51,402

YEAR-TO-DATE JUNE 2022 PLEDGING 

Total Pledged $466,326

Pledges Received  $388,264

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP

PLEDGE ONLINE stalbanswaco.org/stewardship THANK YOU!

Financial Snapshot: June 2022
Income and Expenses
 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

 Actual Budget

  Income $ 497,942 $ 594,614

- Expenses $ 601,365 $ 594,614

  Transfers $ 70,000 $ -

 

Surplus (Deficit) $ (33,423) $ -  
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Jimmy Pancerella*
Hunter Herbert*
Kenneth Scattergood*
Joe Bozarth, IV*
Blake Bostick*
Michael Field*
Jerrod Elliott*
Vance Jones*
Jose Dyer*
Amy E. Siller*
Patrick Holland*
Garrett Lassiter*
Doug Toombs
Kellie Revelos
Chris Jackson family
Brad Brunson
Kendra & Katie
Sunshine Henson
Adam Carrington & family
Kay Smith
Deanna Putnam

Brooks Williams
Jeff Ward
Julia Jacinto
Tina Nwasu
Suzanne Kohler
Mary Lee Morrell
Buck Ballas
Kathy Davidson
Dinah Webb
Ashley Ezalde
Stan Amick
Danielle
David 
Caleb
Kimberly Lane
Cathy Talbert
David Strakos
Stephen Evans
Loraine Smith
Antonio Robles
Steve F.

Randy Cunningham
Russell Frank

Local Mission Partners
Cedar Ridge Elementary
The Cove
Mission Waco
Caritas
CarePortal

Our Seminarian
Karen Pettit

Anglican Communion Sister Parish
All Saints, Nambiti
Diocese of Southern Malawi
Rector: Fr. Matthews Nyenje
Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Alinafe Kalemba

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO PRAY FOR

*Indicates active military service.

WHAT IS YOUR MISSION 
STATEMENT?

• It is not your social security 

number

• It is not your blood type

• It is not your list of sins

• It is not your monthly 

   average of church attendance

• It is not your self score 

   of unworthiness

• It is not your IQ or tax bracket

 Defining our mission in this life 

can be challenging. For most of us, 

others have been in charge of our 

mission, by telling us who we are 

to be, what we are to do, and how 

much we need to change in order 

to be successful in life.

 How is this different from God’s 

mission in our lives?  This may be 

a very difficult question to answer.  

Some have had painful church 

experiences and the hurt is too 

much to even think God has a 

mission in your life.  Or maybe, you 

are new to the church or beginning 

a spiritual journey, so how is God’s 

mission a part of the conversation?

WHAT WOULD GOD’S MISSION 
STATEMENT BE FOR YOU?

I find this passage from Ephesians 

4:32-5:2 to be very helpful.

“Be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one 

another, as God in Christ has 

forgiven you. Therefore, be 

imitators of God, as beloved 

children, and live in love, as 

Christ loved us, and gave 

himself up for us.” 

 If you want to explore more 

deeply your relationship with 

Christ, yourself, and others in 

your life, please contact me.  As 

a certified Spiritual Director, I can 

help you center your life around 

the light of Christ and assist you in 

living a more Grace-Filled Life. 

karalesliecounseling.com

WHAT IS SPIRITUAL DIRECTION?

The Rev. Kara Leslie
Pastoral Associate
kara@stalbanswaco.org
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A PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF TEXAS

The RT. Rev. C. AndRew doyle

IX Bishop of Texas 

The RT. Rev. Jeff fisheR

Bishop Suffragan

The RT. Rev. KAThRyn "KAi" RyAn

Bishop Suffragan

The RT. Rev. heCToR MonTeRRoso 

Bishop Assistant

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman  
Rector 

aaron@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Armond  
Associate Rector 

andrew@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Alberto Melis  
Deacon 

alberto@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Oscar Huerta 
Diocesan Church Planter for Waco 

churchplanteroh@gmail.com

The Rev. Kara Leslie  
Pastoral Associate 

kara@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Preston Yancey 
Interim Campus Missioner 

The Episcopal Student Center 
missioner@escwaco.org

Hilary Gardner 
Parish Administrator 

hilary@stalbanswaco.org

Nancy Bennett 
Business Manager 

nancy@stalbanswaco.org

Stephanie Drum  
Director of Ministry to 

Children & Youth 
stephanie@stalbanswaco.org

Dr. Rachel Toombs 
Director of Formation 

& Connection 
rachel@stalbanswaco.org

Eugene Lavery 
Organist & Director of Music 
eugene@stalbanswaco.org

Laura Smith 
Organ Scholar

Graham Harmon 
Communications Coordinator 

graham@stalbanswaco.org

Nursery Staff 
Rachel Head 

Lauren Hosack 
Lindsey Packett 

Martha Siller

Rick Gamble 
Sexton

Jason Milam 
Senior Warden

 
Jeff Raimondo  
Junior Warden 

Esther Hooley  
Treasurer 

 
Erin Lange 

Clerk

Elizabeth Fraley

Victor Galvan

Stephanie Kucera

Dean Riley

Josh Ritter

Ben Sheesley

John Wood

Pam Wurgler

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are One Church within the Anglican Communion and The Episcopal Church. All are sought and embraced in worship, 

mission and ministry in a spirit of mutual love and respect. Here at St. Alban’s, we carry out the above Diocesan Vision by

Proclaiming to all, through word and deed, the grace of God in Jesus Christ.

ST. ALBAN'S STAFF

ST. ALBAN'S VESTRY


