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FROM THE
RECTOR:
JESUS AND 
THE NO-NAP 
CHRISTMAS 
 This is the time of year when we’re 

supposed to be hunkering down for a 

“long winter’s nap,” as the old poem 

goes. But the holiday season often 

feels like the opposite of that. 

 The to-do lists get longer, the 

parties are many, the Christmas card 

must get mailed, and gift purchases 

strain the budget. When is there time 

to nap?

 Then there is the prospect of 

family visits. To be sure, these are 

joyous occasions for some. But for 

others, it’s an occasion for stress 

and anxiety.

 This is the part where I’m 

supposed to remind you to slow 

down. To remember the reason for 

the season. To make a gratitude list. 

To set healthy boundaries. By all 

means, I certainly commend those 

things to you. 

 However, the miracle of Christmas 

is that even if you do none of those 

things, Jesus still comes. Even if 

you lose your temper at the family 

gathering, forget to bring a gift to the 

office Secret Santa party, and find 

yourself turning to your preferred 

coping mechanism more than you’d 

like, Jesus still comes.

 The story of Christmas is not one 

of long winter’s naps or sugar plum 

fairies. The Blessed Virgin Mary 

did not snuggle up in a pashmina 

throw while holding a cup of hot 

chocolate as she watched the 

Christmas lights twinkle. 

 The Christmas story is one of 

scandal: an unwed pregnant mother 

in a very traditional culture. It’s a 

story of exhaustion: a 90-mile journey 

on foot from Nazareth to Bethlehem. 

That’s like walking from Waco to 

Austin. It’s a story of isolation and 

deprivation: giving birth amongst 

livestock. Jesus comes amidst the 

travails of life. The first Christmas was 

more of a “Hard Candy Christmas” 

(Rector’s Quiz).

 I pray you have a blessed Advent, 

Christmas season, and Epiphany full 

of joyful family moments, artisanal 

hot chocolate, and Instagram-worthy 

charcuterie boards. But even if none 

of that happens—indeed, especially 

if it doesn’t happen—Jesus still 

comes to you, bringing light and life 

and hope. 

 No matter what happens, we can 

all join in the words of the Christmas 

carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”:  

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!

  Hail the Sun of righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings,

  Ris’n with healing in His wings:

Mild He lays His glory by,

  Born that man no more may die;

Born to raise the sons of earth;

  Born to give them second birth.

Love,
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Children enjoy the Gilbert’s 
backyard land bridge as part of 
the family pool party event to 
welcome the Armond’s.

Young Adults bowled the night 
away (maybe not the best bowlers, 
but definitely the best company!)

The Rev. Canon Marcea Paul at the 
end of a morning preaching and 
teaching on Jonathan Daniels Day. 
Pictured with Stephanie Drum, Rachel 
Toombs, and the Rev. Kara Leslie.

SNAP SHOTSSave
theDate

Nov 27, 5:30 PM
Advent Lessons & Carols

Dec 4, 11, 18
Advent Sunday School

Dec 7 & 14, 6-8 PM
Advent Dinner & Discussion

Dec 11, 4 PM : Baptism Class

Dec 14
Youth Ugly Sweater Party

Dec 18, 5:30 PM
Nine Lessons & Carols

Dec 24
Christmas Eve Services

Dec 25 : Christmas Day
11 AM Holy Communion

Jan 1
Feast of the Holy Name

Jan 8
Feast of the Epiphany

Jan 8, 15, 29, Feb 5
Bible 301

Jan 22, 10:15 AM
Annual Parish Meeting

Jan 25, Feb 1, 8, 15
Theology on Tap

Jan 13, 8 PM
Young Adults Game Night

Jan 8, 15, 29
Mission Moments
Sunday School

Feb 5, 12, 19
Race, Justice & The Church
Sunday School

Feb 12
St. Alban’s 101 Begins

A team from St. A’s prepared 
and served meals for the 
families, faculty, and staff of 
Cedar Ridge Elementary. 

Aaron blessings the Case’s dog 
during our annual pet blessing for 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.

Parishioners helped to prepare 
meals for Baylor’s 58:10 project to 
help those most in need.
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 “I am the LORD your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery.”

 If you are an avid Old Testament 

reader, then you know that this bold 

statement is one that is repeated 

continuously throughout the 39 books. 

This simple declaration becomes the 

core identity of the Israelite people: they 

are people of the Exodus. They are those 

who have been brought out of slavery, 

and God’s great identity is their Savior 

who has redeemed them.

 In Children’s Chapel this fall, we have 

traced the Exodus story, using our zines 

from Storymakers NYC.  Our lesson 

spent several weeks only on the plagues, 

and it can be a bit unnerving to consider 

such horrible experiences over this time. 

But that’s not how the story begins!

The story begins with a fearful and vain 

ruler, and two God-fearing midwives. It 

then continues with a God who sees his 

people’s pain, whose backs were being 

burnt in the Egyptian sun. It then traces 

the story of Moses and Aaron – two 

unsure brothers who agree to confront 

this dangerous king, and how this king’s 

heart is consistently hardened in the 

face of suffering. Then come the plagues 

– these divine signs that something 

has gone deeply wrong in the land. In 

one of the darkest and most poignant 

moments, the Israelite people gather 

together their families and all their 

belongings, and eat a hurried meal of 

lamb and unleavened bread while death 

descends upon the land. But God has 

not forgotten them – they finally escape 

through water and are delivered into 

a land free of beatings and Egyptian 

chariots.

 Of course that is not the end – they 

grumble and wander. But this great story 

of redemption from slavery is one that 

will come to define the Jewish people. 

They are to welcome the stranger 

because they were once strangers. They 

do not abuse and exploit, because they 

were once abused and exploited. This, 

too, is God’s given identity for us in 

Jesus Christ. God has redeemed us from 

the pit (Psalm 103), and as a result, God 

calls us to freely give grace and mercy to 

others as those who have received grace 

and mercy. Thanks be to God!

CHILDREN'S & YOUTH MINISTRY

Stephanie Drum
Director of 
Ministry to
Children & Youth

@stalbanskids

@stalbanstudents

Enjoying a trail ride at Camp Allen 
during the parish retreat.

Emily Edwards, with Alvin and Boone, 
representing VBC at the parish retreat.
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 St. Alban’s is blessed in many 

ways, with a genial spirit of welcome, 

excellent music and preaching, and 

solid teaching drawn from the best 

voices of the Christian tradition past 

and present. But it also has something 

that many Episcopal churches 

desperately desire, something that 

forecasts a bright future for both 

St. Alban’s and the wider Episcopal 

Church. That something, of course, is 

our young people. This is a fantastic 

group of individuals committed to 

living out their faith in the Episcopal 

way, and I am very grateful that I get 

the privilege of serving them as their 

pastor and priest.

 I am also very grateful to Stephanie 

Drum and Rachel Toombs for keeping 

this group going after the departure 

of the former Associate Rector, Neil 

McGowan. On September 22nd, 

the Young Adults group gathered 

to welcome me at Slow Rise on 

the Brazos, and I came home from 

that event knowing that God has 

a special purpose for this ministry 

and for my participation in it. We 

had great conversations about 

vocation, travel, family, graduate 

school, and many other things that 

gave me encouragement and energy. 

I look forward to many more such 

conversations in the future, as we look 

to build on our monthly gatherings 

with quarterly and seasonal offerings 

soon to come.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

The Rev. Dr. 
Andrew 
Armond

Associate
Rector
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ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Dr. Rachel 
Toombs

Director of 
Formation 
and Connection

We have several ways to grow in faith over the 
winter. Our Sunday School offerings include:
 • The Waiting is the Hardest Part 

  Dec. 4, 11, & 18, Parish Hall

  Taught by The Rev Dr. Andrew Armond 

  and The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman.

 • Mission Moments Jan. 8, 15, & 29, Parish Hall

  Hosted by Mission & Outreach.

 • BIBLE 301 Jan. 8, 15, 29, & Feb. 5, St. Monica Room

  Taught by Dr. Brian Gamel & Dr. Rachel Toombs.

 • Race, Justice, & the Church 

  Feb. 5, 12, & 19, Parish Hall

  Taught by The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman, 

  Dr. Rachel Toombs, & The Rev. Dr. Andrew Armond.

 •  St. Alban’s 101 Begins Feb. 12, St. Monica Room

  Taught by The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman.

 We will have an Advent Dinner & Discussion series, 

Voices in the Wilderness: Modern Day Prophets & the 

Gospel of Grace, on Dec. 7 & 14 from 6–8 PM in the Parish 

Hall (nursery available). 

 Our annual Theology on Tap series kicks off Jan. 25 @ 

6:30 PM at Revival Eastside Eatery. Our theme this year is 

God in Public: Christian Faith in the Public Sphere.

Learn more: bit.ly/tot2023

 Alongside our special offerings, we will continue to 

have our Wednesday morning Rector’s Bible Study on 1 

Samuel (10:15 AM, Parish Hall) and the Early Risers Bible 

Study on Thursdays (7:30 AM, St. Monica Room), as well 

as small groups that run throughout the academic year. 

You can learn more and sign-up for a small group at 

stalbanswaco.org/smallgroups.

 “Before I was out of my boyhood, I had heard of the 

eternal life promised to us by the lowly embodiment of 

the Master, our God, who came down to meet our lofty 

pride. The sign of his cross was repeatedly made on me…

right from the time I came out of my mother’s womb, as my 

mother had a strong hope in you.” 1

 These words from Augustine’s Confessions speak of the 
profound impact his mother, Monica, had on his formation 
from his earliest years and into his adulthood. Throughout his 
spiritual autobiography, Augustine points again and again to 
the ways that his mother prepared a spiritual way for him to 
walk in, remaining prayerful and hopeful for him even in his most 
wayward years. I was reminded of St. Monica recently when 
we had a mid-size room freed up for adult formation classes 
at the church. I wanted this room, Outreach Center (ORC) 
Room 1, to have a name befitting the journey of faith we will 
embark on together within its wall. I thought of St. Monica, of 
how she prayed, hoped, and spiritually formed Augustine into 
the towering figure of faith he would become. My hope is that 
the St. Monica Room (ORC Room 1) can serve as a place where 
we can follow the example set by St. Monica, who displayed a 
strong hope in God and paved a way for others to follow.

  1 St. Augustine, Confessions, trans. Sarah Ruden (NY: Modern 
Library, 2017), Book 1.17, 18–19.
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ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

ADVENT
SUNDAY
SCHOOL

THE
WAITING

IS THE
HARDEST

PART

DEC.
4, 11, 18

10:15 AM
PARISH HALL

Taught by
The Rev. Dr. Andrew Armond

& 
The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman
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MUSIC MINISTRY

Eugene Lavery

Organist and 
Director of Music

On Sunday, November 27, at 5:30 PM, the St. Alban’s Choir will 

present a new musical offering for the parish, a service of Advent 

Lessons and Carols. Following a similar format to that of the Christmas 

service of Nine Lessons and Carols, Advent Lessons and Carols is 

built around the theme of expectant waiting and preparation for both 

the celebration of Christmas and the return of Christ at the Second 

Coming. Five short Bible readings which tell of the coming of the Lord, 

his redeeming and saving power, and the fulfillment of creation, will be 

interspersed with carols by James MacMillan, Paul Manz, John Scott, 

and Mark Sirett, and hymns of the Advent season such as Lo! he comes 

with clouds descending and O come, O come, Emmanuel.

ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS
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On Sunday, December 18, at 

5:30 PM, the St. Alban’s Choir and 

Choristers will present the much-

loved Christmas service of Nine 

Lessons and Carols. Nine short Bible 

readings which tell the story of the 

fall of humanity, the promise of the 

Messiah, and the birth of Jesus, 

will be interspersed with carols 

and hymns sung by the choir and 

congregation. With an eclectic array 

of composers including Kerensa 

Briggs, Benjamin Britten, William 

Mathias, Cecilia McDowall, Boris 

Ord, John Rutter, Carl Rütti, Mack 

Wilberg, and David Willcocks, there 

will be something for everyone. 

The origins of the service date 

back to an 1880 Order drawn up by 

E.W. Benson, later Archbishop of 

Canterbury, for use in Truro, United 

Kingdom. This Order called for a 

service to be held on Christmas Eve 

consisting of nine carols and nine 

short readings and tradition says that 

a key purpose of the service was to 

keep men out of pubs on Christmas 

Eve. E.W. Benson’s order would later 

serve as an inspiration for the first 

Nine Lessons and Carols service 

held at King’s College, Cambridge, 

United Kingdom on Christmas Eve 

in 1918. The newly-appointed Dean 

of King’s College, Eric Milner-White, 

was convinced that the Church of 

England needed more imaginative 

forms of worship and devised the 

service to fill this desire. Having 

stayed largely unchanged since 1918, 

Nine Lessons and Carols is famous 

not just from the annual radio and 

television broadcast from King’s 

College, but also from churches all 

around the world that now celebrate 

this service. The service has been 

adapted for use in not just the 

Anglican church, but also in Roman 

Catholic, Methodist, Lutheran, and 

Presbyterian churches. Groton 

School in Massachusetts boasts the 

longest American tradition of annual 

Nine Lessons and Carols, having 

held it every year since 1928 after 

the school’s headmaster had visited 

King’s College, Cambridge. 

I look forward to seeing you all 

on December 18 for what is the 

perfect immersion into the Christmas 

spirit before the great services of 

Christmas itself.

MORE IN THE

SACRED ARTS
SERIES

Sunday, January 29
4:00 PM

Baylor Brass

Sunday, February 19
4:00 PM

Duo Edelen / Cello 
& Harpsichord

Sunday, March 19
4:00 PM 

Eugene Lavery / Organ

Free admission to all 
concerts and services.

NINE LESSONS & CAROLS
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FROM THE ASSOCIATE: FAITH STUFF

 My parents are both 75 years old, 
and they have reached that point in 
life when the volume of stuff in the 
house, especially the stuff of my and 
my siblings’ childhood, has become too 
large and unwieldy to manage. And so, 
every time they visit, they bring just a 
little more of that stuff to—you guessed 
it—me.
 Most of this stuff goes directly into 
the trash. While I appreciate the thought 
and sentiment behind their saving things 
like the receipt to my high school prom 
tux, or my first movie rental card (ask 
your parents what a movie rental card is 
if you don’t know), these are not things 
I need to stash away and hand down to 
my own children.
 What has been interesting about 
this stuff are the bits of “faith stuff,” 
however—the books, notes, poetry, and 
other scribblings that give me a chance 
to reflect on the spiritual path of my 
own life. 
 I was struck by one of my many 
attempts, during high school, at 
creating a framework for daily 
scripture reading and prayer. Like 
many evangelical Christians, I loved 
spending time with God but longed 
for something more formalized and 
rote, something like a “script” that 
could guide my “quiet time” and that, 
ultimately, didn’t only depend on me, 
but could be an ongoing conversation 
with Scripture and Tradition.
 It was a joy to look back on that 
prayer journal and to realize that what 
I was really longing for all along was a 
grounding for my prayer life that I found 

in the Book of Common Prayer. While 
there are many, many things I’ve come to 
appreciate about the Episcopal Church—
its openness and warmth, its embrace 
of “all sorts and conditions” of people, 
its balance of Word and Sacrament, 
of the best elements of different 
Christian traditions—the bedrock of my 
appreciation remains the BCP, and in 
particular, the Daily Office.
 If you don’t know what the Daily 
Office is, please ask! Any one of us 
liturgy nerds around here will be glad to 
show you. Basically, the Office is found 
on pages 35-146 of the Prayer Book, 
containing four brief services that are 
meant to be prayed either in community 
or alone—Morning Prayer, Noonday 
Prayer, Evening Prayer, and Compline. 
Some of the oldest and most beautiful 
prayers of Christianity are found in these 
pages. The Office was revived by the 
Anglican Church of the 16th century as 
a way of reminding Christians that all of 
us, not just cloistered monks and nuns, 
benefit by a regular pattern of prayer. 
We also benefit by using prayers that cut 
across time and space, joining us with 
Christians of the past and the Christians 
across the world right now who are also 
using the Office.
 An Episcopal priest named Greg 
Johnson has developed a free app—
Venite—that will automatically pull 
the correct lessons from Scripture 
and display them for you alongside 
the prayers and canticles of the Daily 
Office. And you are always welcome to 
join the staff of St. Alban’s for Morning 
Prayer, each weekday at 7:30 AM, in 

person or online.
 The offices of Morning and Evening 
Prayer each close with a beautiful prayer 
called “The General Thanksgiving,” found 
on page 101 in the Prayer Book. I was 
reminded recently of how powerful this 
prayer is in a reflection by the Rev. Scott 
Gunn, the Executive Director of Forward 
Movement, which publishes the Day 
by Day devotionals you’ll find in most 
Episcopal churches, including St. Alban’s.
 Several months ago, Rev. Gunn had 
a heart attack and a brain bleed in the 
Singapore airport while on vacation. 
Thanks to God’s miraculous healing 
and the skill of his medical team, Rev. 
Gunn is back to good health already 
and is expected to make a full recovery. 
In his blog post reflecting on this 
series of events, he talks about how 
the line “we bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of 
this life” now hits home for him in a 
way that it didn’t previously. He blesses 
God “fervently,” he says for preserving 
his life and “experience[s] each day as 
a profound gift.”
 Because of the repetitive nature 
of the Daily Office, we are bound 
to experience its prayers differently 
depending on our circumstances. But 
what Rev. Gunn’s experience shows is 
that the words of these prayers sink 
into our hearts, our souls, and our 
entire being in ways that we can’t quite 
understand, but that we carry with 
us through the challenges, failures, 
triumphs, and joys of our earthly 
pilgrimage. This is “faith stuff” that I’ll 
never throw away! Thanks be to God.

The Rev. Dr. 
Andrew 
Armond

Associate
Rector

The Daily Office was revived by the Anglican Church of the 16th century as a 
way of reminding Christians that all of us, not just cloistered monks and nuns, 
benefit by a regular pattern of prayer. We also benefit by using prayers that cut 
across time and space, joining us with Christians of the past and the Christians 
across the world right now who are also using the Office.
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“The whole earth is filled
with awe at your wonders; 
you call forth songs of joy.” 

Psalm 65:7, 9

THE BASICS

Q. What is Stewardship?

A. Stewardship means wisely caring for something 
that belongs to someone else. The Bible calls us 
stewards of God’s creation. Everything belongs to 
God, not us. 

Q. What is Annual Stewardship?

A. Each fall, we have a four-week stewardship 
campaign to invite members to make a financial 
pledge for the next year’s annual operating budget. 

Q. When do I start giving?

A. The church is asking you to make a pledge or 
commitment for 2023. In other words, let the church 
know what you plan to give during the fiscal year 
beginning January 1, 2023. 

Q. What is a pledge?

A. An annual pledge is a commitment made in faith 
on what you will give to the church’s annual operating 
budget in the coming year. 

Q. What are the Church’s Financial Goals for the 
year?

A. Our budget is designed to fund our ongoing 
ministries while allowing us to keep up with the rapid 
growth we are experiencing.  We need expanded 
funding to address cost increases from inflation, 
serving our growing church family, and additional 
ministry to those in need.

UNDERSTANDING GIVING

Q. Why is the church leadership asking members to 
increase their pledge?

A. We estimate that our 2023 ministry budget will 
increase by approximately 20%. It is amazing to see 
God doing great things in our church, but it also 
means we need to act in faith with our finances.

Q. When I make a pledge, what will the money be 
used for?

A. These gifts go towards the church’s operating 
budget. This includes all the expenses of day-
to-day ministry at St. Alban’s including worship 
expenses, livestreaming costs, local outreach, utilities, 
maintenance of our four-acre campus, and staff 
salaries. 

Q. How much should I give?

A. St. Alban's encourages our members to use the 
biblical standard of the tithe (10% of annual income) 
which is found in Numbers 18:21. Of course, this is a 
decision for each household to reach prayerfully. Our 
goal is to see each member giving in faith and in love.

Q. Why does St. Alban’s talk about money so much?

A. It may feel that way due to the ongoing capital 
campaign. We address Stewardship annually for 4 
weeks a year. For Christians, money is not secret or 
“off limits.” It belongs to God. Jesus talked about it a 
lot. We don’t do high-pressure talks but we want to 
be always willing to talk about it.

Reflections on Stewardship
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THE DETAILS OF GIVING

Q. How can I submit my pledge?

A. Online at stalbanswaco.org/stewardship 
or via a physical pledge card available from 
the church. Pledge cards may be returned 
in the offering plate, via mail, or at the church office. 

Q. How do I make my gifts?

A. There are several ways:
 (1) Give securely online. 
 Go to www.stalbanswaco.org 
 and click the blue “Give” circle. 

 (2) Set up a recurring gift using 
 your bank’s online bill pay service.

 (3) Mail or drop off a check to the church office 
 with “Annual Stewardship” on the memo line.

 (4) Place a check or cash (using a GIVING envelope) 
 in the offering plate at any of our services. 

 (5) Prepay for the entire year by 
 contacting Jesse Lee in the church office

Q. Can I give by transferring stock or other securities?  

A. Yes. Contact our Director of Finance and 
Operations, Jesse Lee, at jesse@stalbanswaco.org.

CONTACT US

Q. I've got other questions. Whom can I contact?

A. You can reach out to your Stewardship Committee members; 
the vestry; our Director of Finance and Operations, Jesse Lee; 
or the clergy. You should always feel free to call the church 
or send us an email. We're glad to talk stewardship! 

2023 Stewardship Committee: stewardship@stalbanswaco.org

Angela Tekell
Stewardship Chair
atekell@me.com
(254) 744-3033

Robert Brown, Victor Galvan, Daniel Greer, Karen Greer, Jason MacGregor

Jason Milam   The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman
Senior Warden, ex officio  Rector, ex officio

SONGS OF JOY AND 
FINISHING THE WORK

Q. What’s the difference between 
     Songs of Joy and Finishing the Work?

 Songs of Joy Finishing the Work
 Annual Stewardship Capital Campaign

PURPOSE Day-to-day ministry Pay off remaining debt from
 expenses for 2023  church renovation,
  finish courtyard & playground

PLEDGE LENGTH 1 year 5 years
 (pledge now, give in 2023) (pledge now, give 2023-2028)

TIMELINE Pledge now Pledge by Easter 2023

Q. Should I decrease my annual stewardship 
pledge for 2023 so that I can give to the Finishing 
the Work capital campaign? 

A. No. We ask members to maintain their annual 
giving. The ongoing ministry and programs of the 
church are not possible without your annual giving. 
A capital campaign pledge, no matter the amount, 
should be a sacrificial “over and above” gift for this 
special building project to the glory of God and the 
service of God’s people.

Make a Pledge
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 Every year since 1946, as required by the 

Constitution and Canons of our church, we have 

gathered for an Annual Parish Meeting. 

 At this meeting, you’ll hear an update from 

Rector, Senior Warden, and Treasurer about the 

state of our congregation. We will hear about 

what’s ahead in 2023, will take a look at how we 

ended 2022 financially, and you’ll hear about the 

2023 budget. 

 Most importantly, we will elect four new vestry 

members to serve from 2023-2026. According 

to the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Texas, you must be an “enrolled 

confirmed communicant in good standing” to be 

eligible to vote. That means you are a baptized 

Christian who is on our rolls (that is, in our 

database), has been confirmed (or received) 

by a Bishop in the Episcopal Church, has taken 

Holy Communion here three times in the past 

calendar year, and “for the previous year has 

been faithful in corporate worship, unless for 

good cause prevented, and has been faithful in 

working, praying, and giving for the spread of 

the Kingdom of God.” In other words, you are a 

pledging member who regularly worships here and 

is involved in the life and work of the parish. (See 

Title III, Section 2.2 of the Constitution and Canons 

of the Diocese of Texas. Available here: https://

www.epicenter.org/constitution--canons/). If you 

are not eligible to vote, you are, of course, warmly 

invited and encouraged to attend.

 Enormous thanks to the following members 

who are completing their three-year term on 

vestry: 

• Esther Hooley 

• Stephanie Kucera

• John Wood

• Ben Sheesley

IF YOU’RE A PART OF ST. ALBAN’S
YOU’RE INVITED!
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 After rejoicing in the completion 

of the renovation of our beautiful nave 

and basking in the magnificent music 

of the newly installed and dedicated 

Schoenstein organ (Opus 180), it is 

now time to “Finish the Work” in the 

outdoor spaces. 

 The renovation of the courtyard 

includes installation of an 80-niche 

columbarium, improvements to 

the entrance in front of the church, 

exterior lighting and landscaping 

in the courtyard, and new surfaces, 

seating, and drainage in the courtyard. 

This will complete the courtyard 

complex this parish imagined in the 

late 1970s when our present-day 

courtyard was just a grassy patch with 

drainage issues. 

 In September, we cordoned off 

the courtyard to ensure our safety 

as the heavy equipment and multiple 

workers returned. The courtyard wall 

facing 30th Street was removed and 

the access to a portion of the sidewalk 

on 30th from the Crèche to the front 

plaza has been blocked off.  The 

courtyard will remain closed during 

the construction process. 

 For much of the project, the 

church will remain accessible via the 

side doors and front doors. Safety 

fencing will shelter the cloister from 

construction. At some point, we will 

need to restrict access to the front 

doors of the church. The side entrance 

will remain open throughout the entire 

project. The congregation should 

expect regular updates regarding 

changes in access to various parts of 

the church building. 

 Once heavy work is completed 

in the courtyard, the earth moving 

equipment will migrate to the 

playground area between the Parish 

Hall and Outreach Center. We will then 

begin the grading and prep for the 

improvements in that area. At some 

point the inner lane on Waco Drive will 

be blocked off so that tree and fence 

removal may occur safely. 

 Playground improvements include 

improved drainage, refurbishing 

current playground equipment, 

installation of a new play set for 

younger children, new fall zone 

material, ADA accessibility ramps, 

painting of fire escape on the 

Outreach Center, and replacing the 

exterior doors on the Outreach Center. 

 A commercial grade six-foot 

fence will be run along Waco Drive, 

and the monument sign on the 

corner will receive a facelift. The final 

portion of the outdoor work will be 

the renovation of the front plaza 

that leads to the bronze doors to the 

Narthex. Improvements will include 

non-skid surfaces, handrails, and ADA 

ramp access. Pictorial renderings of 

each of these projects are posted 

adjacent to their respective areas. 

We estimate all these projects will be 

completed by summer 2023. 

 Finally, thank you to the many 

members who have made a pledge to 

the “Finishing the Work” Campaign. 

Visit bit.ly/FTWinfo to learn more and 

make a pledge. 

“Now finish the work, so that your eager 
willingness to do it may be matched by your 
completion of it according to your means.”

2 Corinthians 8:11

FINISHING THE WORK 
COMMITTEE

Liz Fraley, Chair

Robert Brown

Stephanie Kucera

Lynda Lee-Dyer

Doug Smith

Jesse Lee,
Director of Finance and Operations

Jason Milam,
Senior Warden

The Rev. Aaron Zimmerman,
Rector

www.stalbanswaco.org/ftw/

Scan

to learn

more.

Florence Scattergood, Chair, Building Committee

$2.9 Million Goal

$2.5 million

$2 million

$1.5 million

$1.1 million
Achieved
August 26, 
2022

$500,000
Achieved
June 13, 
2022

$2.5 million

$2 million

$1.5 million

$1.1 million
Achieved

August 26, 
2022

$500,000
Achieved

June 13, 2022
Campaign
Launched
May 2022
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 We are in the season of packing.  

We fill our cars with people, food, 

and gifts.  We open our luggage and 

push everything we can into it and 

then sit on top trying to get it to zip.  

We go to parties and look at all the 

yummy sweet things and we stuff our 

mouths. Maybe you're moving to a 

new house, or an older parent into a 

nursing home, or moving back to the 

office. All of these require packing. 

We can be easily overtaken by the 

push to pack. 

 How does this work for us 

spiritually?  How do we pack our 

spirits?  It is a strange question but 

we are all very good at it. How does 

it feel when during a family gathering 

something is said about you and 

you take it,  pack it deep in your 

soul, swallow it like a champ, the feel 

singed as the shame whirls around 

you like a hot flame. This stuff hurts 

deep in the most tender places of our 

beings. Why do we choose to spend 

our lives packing and not freeing up 

our lives in Christ?  When I see this in 

my work as a hospice chaplain, I want 

to say “good luck on fitting that into 

your coffin.”  That might seem a bit 

mean, but I hope you are able to hear 

it with sincerity. Why do we need 

to hold onto and pack the negative 

feelings, hate, images of ourselves at 

our worst, and any other burden that 

can weigh us down?

 Spiritual Direction can help you 

figure out what you are stuffing, 

holding onto, and packing.  More 

importantly, it can also give you the 

strength and courage to open up and 

feel the release given by and through 

our Savior. 

 Remember it is a little infant 

child who opens us up to a loving, 

forgiving, grace giving relationship.  

There is no need to pack anything for 

a life with Jesus.

 If you want to explore more deeply 

your relationship with Christ, yourself, 

and others in your life, please contact 

me.  As a certified Spiritual Director, I 

can help you center your life around 

the light of Christ and assist you in 

living a more Grace-Filled Life. 

karalesliecounseling.com

WHAT IS SPIRITUAL DIRECTION?

The Rev. 
Kara Leslie
Pastoral 
Associate

 Think for a moment about your favorite childhood 

Christmas memory. Was it running to the Christmas 

tree and finding it surrounded by presents? Was it 

the joy you experienced opening a gift that would 

ultimately become a favorite toy or book? Whatever 

it is, this memory has stayed with you for years. 

Would you be willing to share memories like this with 

a child in Waco?

 The Missions and Outreach ministry is calling upon 

St. Alban’s to buy books and gifts for children in Waco. 

Not just any book or toy, but your favorite childhood 

book and favorite childhood toy. We hope this outreach 

will create favorite childhood memories for dozens of 

children in Waco. How can you participate? 

THERE ARE LOTS OF OPTIONS: 

(No weapon-style toys, please.)

 1. Go to a store and buy the toy/book.

 2. Have a small group party where each person 

  brings their favorite childhood toy/book (wrapped).  

  Play Secret Santa, but have fun guessing who   

  brought what. After that, donate the gifts. 

 3 Take your family to the store and pick out gifts. 

  Share with them about why you love this gift.

 4. Go directly to Amazon and have 

  a book/gift shipped to the church.

MISSION &
OUTREACH

New & unwrapped gifts may be delivered to 
Church Office, Welcome Center, or Narthex.
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Tim Packer and Brian Gamel enjoy 
some downtime with the birds.

PARISH RETREAT HIGHLIGHTS
SEPTEMBER 30–OCTOBER 2
CAMP ALLEN, NAVASOTA, TX

A group shot of retreat 
participants after Sunday morning 
worship at Camp Allen’s chapel.

Emily feeds a friendly goat a treat 
at the camp’s barnyard.

Fritz and Boone team up to color 
during children’s programming.

Rachel Toombs loads up on 
groceries for the retreat.

Katherine and Caleb Lindgren 
exemplify retreat relaxation at the 
end of the first night of the retreat.

Late into the night, folks shared 
stories and laughs on both nights 
of the retreat.

Otto offering 
up the very 
sweetest of 
grins. Here 
with Ellen 
and Tommy 
Mote.
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Assets and Liabilities 
Assets

General Fund $ 32,845

Holding Fund $ 106,096

Imprest Account $ 500

Memorial Fund $ 16,610

Endowment Fund $ 599,661

Phase I Construction Fund (Our One Foundation) $ 326,669

Phase II Construction Fund 

       (Gifts to Renew & Restore and Finish the Work) $ 115,318 

Phase II Construction (Borrowed from CB&T) $ 880,173

Long Term Maintenance Fund $ 17,211

Organ Maintenance Fund $ 80,965

Total Assets $ 2,176,048

Liabilities 

Renew and Restore Construction Loan $ (2,500,000)

Finish the Work $ (400,000)

Crump Foundation Loan @ 2% Interest $ (475,000)

Total Liabilities $ (3,375.00)

PARISH FINANCES

Question about giving? Contact Director of Finance and Operations 
Jesse Lee at jesse@stalbanswaco.org.

All amounts as of September 30, 2022.

ST. ALBAN'S
HAS BEEN

BLESSED WITH
THESE GIFTS:

IN MEMORY OF 
(Altar Guild)

For:  Louise Burton
 - Dr. David Burton

Please stay current on 

your pledge. If your pledge 

changes, please let us 

know. For questions about 

giving, contact Director 

of Finance and Operations 

Jesse Lee at  

jesse@stalbanswaco.org.

Give online at
stalbans.org/give

Financial Snapshot: September 2022
Income and Expenses
 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

 Actual Budget

  Income $ 795,055 $ 891,921

- Expenses $ 1,005,245 $ 891,921

 

Surplus (Deficit) $ (210,190) $ -  

OCTOBER 2022 PLEDGED 

Total Pledged $77,721

Pledges Received  $82,526

YEAR-TO-DATE OCTOBER 2022 PLEDGING 

Total Pledged $777,210

Pledges Received  $706,890

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP
Amounts as of November 3, 2022.

PLEDGE ONLINE stalbanswaco.org/stewardship THANK YOU!
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Jimmy Pancerella*

Hunter Herbert*

Kenneth Scattergood*

Joe Bozarth, IV*

Blake Bostick*

Michael Field*

Jerrod Elliott*

Vance Jones*

Jose Dyer*

Amy E. Siller*

Patrick Holland*

Garrett Lassiter*

Doug Toombs

Kellie Revelos

Brad Brunson

Kay Smith

Deanna Putnam

Brooks Williams

Jeff Ward

Tina Nwasu

Loraine Smith

Randy Cunningham

Russell Frank

Tom Gallagher

Michelle McGonagle

Danielle Strakos

Sue Gibault

Ben Claybaker

Linda Adams

Blake Ratcliff

Local Mission Partners

CarePortal

Caritas

Cedar Ridge Elementary

The Cove

Mission Waco

Our Postulant

Karen Pettit

Anglican Communion Sister Parish

All Saints, Nambiti

Diocese of Southern Malawi

Rector: Fr. Matthews Nyenje

Bishop: The Rt. Rev. Alinafe Kalemba

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO PRAY FOR

*Indicates active military service.

 Formation at St. Alban's takes on a 

new look with The St. Monica Room! 

This room, located at the entrance of the 

Outreach Center, was previously used by 

music students of the Central Texas String 

Academy, but will become a primary 

meeting space for Sunday School, Bible 

studies, and more. With a fresh coat of 

paint, new lighting, and a few plants, we're 

excited for this welcoming new meeting 

space for St. Alban's parishioners. Named 

after the mother of St. Augustine, St. 

Monica was a North African woman known 

for her faith in God and devotion to prayer 

in the midst of a tempestuous marriage 

and sometimes wayward children.

 Many thanks to Jeff Humphrey, Jeff 

Raimondo, and Daniel Greer for their hard 

work in removing the cabinets and other 

items from this special room!

THE ST. MONICA ROOM
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Waco, TX 76710
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

A PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF TEXAS

The RT. Rev. C. AndRew doyle

IX Bishop of Texas 

The RT. Rev. Jeff fisheR

Bishop Suffragan

The RT. Rev. KAThRyn "KAi" RyAn

Bishop Suffragan

The RT. Rev. heCToR MonTeRRoso 

Bishop Assistant

The RT. Rev. sCoTT MAyeR

Assisting Bishop

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman  
Rector 

aaron@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Armond  
Associate Rector 

andrew@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Alberto Melis  
Deacon 

alberto@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Oscar Huerta 
Diocesan Church Planter for Waco 

churchplanteroh@gmail.com

The Rev. Kara Leslie  
Pastoral Associate 

kara@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Preston Yancey 
Interim Campus Missioner 

The Episcopal Student Center 
missioner@escwaco.org

Hilary Gardner 
Parish Administrator 

hilary@stalbanswaco.org

Jesse E. Lee, III 
Director of Finance and Operations 

jesse@stalbanswaco.org

Stephanie Drum  
Director of Ministry to 

Children & Youth 
stephanie@stalbanswaco.org

Dr. Rachel Toombs 
Director of Formation 

& Connection 
rachel@stalbanswaco.org

Eugene Lavery 
Organist & Director of Music 
eugene@stalbanswaco.org

Laura Smith 
Organ Scholar

Graham Harmon 
Communications Coordinator 

graham@stalbanswaco.org

Nursery Staff 
Rachel Head 

Lauren Hosack 
Martha Siller

Rick Gamble 
Sexton

Jason Milam 
Senior Warden

 
Jeff Raimondo  
Junior Warden 

Esther Hooley  
Treasurer 

 
Erin Lange 

Clerk

Elizabeth Fraley

Victor Galvan

Stephanie Kucera

Dean Riley

Josh Ritter

Ben Sheesley

John Wood

Pam Wurgler

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are One Church within the Anglican Communion and The Episcopal Church. All are sought and embraced in worship, 

mission and ministry in a spirit of mutual love and respect. Here at St. Alban’s, we carry out the above Diocesan Vision by

Proclaiming to all, through word and deed, the grace of God in Jesus Christ.

ST. ALBAN'S STAFF

ST. ALBAN'S VESTRY


