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FROM THE
RECTOR:

Have you heard of Melissa Elliott? 

She’s better known as rapper Missy 

“Misdemeanor” Elliott. She had a 2002 

song called “Funky Fresh Dressed.” In 

the chorus, Missy informs us she’s “funky 

fresh dressed, ready to party.” 

When do you get “funky fresh 

dressed?” We dress up to impress 

others, to communicate power and 

strength. You’ve probably heard of 

power suits and power ties. I knew a 

successful executive who always wore 

her power shoes for big meetings 

(Louboutin, naturally). We also dress 

up to celebrate after a victory. Just 

look at the natty threads of Han Solo 

and Luke Skywalker when Leia awards 

their medals after they destroyed the 

Death Star.

When Jesus had accomplished his 

victorious resurrection, what better time 

for a power suit! He had just defeated 

sin, death, and the devil. He had secured 

eternal life for us. I can picture him riding 

into Jerusalem in a Rolls Royce, dressed 

in flowing Gucci robes. 

John’s Gospel, however, tells us that 

Jesus was so incognito, so humbly 

dressed, that Mary Magdalene thought 

he was the cemetery gardener. Here’s the 

passage: 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are 

you weeping? Whom are you looking 

for?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried 

him away, tell me where you have laid 

him, and I will take him away’” (John 

20:15). 

You can see how Dutch painter 

Rembrandt imagined this scene in the 

painting on the cover. Jesus’ hat is a nice 

touch. It reminds me of the hat worn on 

the album cover by the singer of 1971’s 

“You’re So Vain” (Rector’s quiz). 

Jesus often works in our lives behind 

the scenes, unseen. Many times, we may 

feel God is distant, that he is not present, 

not aware of what we need. But he is 

there. Maybe he looks like the gardener. 

Maybe he shows up in a new coworker or 

a call from an old friend. And of course, 

he always shows up in those very simple 

Funky Fresh Dressed (Or Not)
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elements every Sunday: bread and wine. 

This presence of Jesus in everyday 

life is one of his most gracious acts. If he 

came flashing with light, we might flee 

in fear. So he comes to us in secret, not 

needing credit, only here to heal, help, 

and save. 

Can I share one more work of art? John 

Singer Sargent was an American painter 

who was often hired to paint portraits of 

the rich and famous of his day. His murals 

in the Boston Public Library are stunning. 

But I love his 1915 watercolor Tyrolean 
Crucifix. In it, a carpenter from a small 

region of the Austrian Alps is carving a 

crucifix. His child watches on the steps. 

Above is another much larger crucifix, 

Christ looking down humbly, mercifully 

on this everyday domestic scene. 

As we move through Lent and into 

Holy Week and Easter, we see our 

humble, merciful Christ, tempted just 

like us, riding on a simple donkey, eating 

simple meals with his friends, dying as 

a common everyday lawbreaker. When 

he dies, he’s so poor he’s buried in a 

borrowed tomb. And even after he rises 

again, if you were in the garden by that 

tomb, you might miss him if you blinked. 

He looked just like the gardener. 

Where is Jesus showing up in your life? 

Love,

FEB. 21
 Shrove Tuesday

FEB. 22
 Ash Wednesday

FEB. 26
 Acolyte Training

FEB. 26, MARCH 19,  
APRIL 2, 23, MAY 21
 Sacred Ground 
 Conversations

MARCH 5, 12, 19, 26
 Lent Sunday School :
 Cloud of Witnesses

MARCH 6
 Praying the 
 Prayer Book

MARCH 15, 22, 29
 Lenten Soup Suppers : 
 Prepare for Departure

MARCH 19
 Organ Concert

MARCH 25
 Men's Chill Grill

Sunday, 
February 26

ALL
CHURCH
MEETING

10:15 AM 
Parish Hall

WE HAVE BIG NEWS!

MARCH 26
 Baptism Class

APRIL 6
 Maundy Thursday

APRIL 6-7
 All Night Prayer Vigil

APRIL 7
 Good Friday

APRIL 8
 Holy Saturday

APRIL 8
 Easter Egg Hunt

APRIL 8
 Easter Vigil

APRIL 9
 Easter Sunday

APRIL 16
 Youth Confirmation 
 Class Begins

APRIL 16
 MESSIAH 
 Sunday School

Save the Date

HERE'S A HINT:

APRIL 21
 Women's Chill Grill

APRIL 23, 30, MAY 7, 14
 Theology 201
 Easter Sunday School

APRIL 23, 30, MAY 7, 14
 Special Topics Forum
 Sunday School

APRIL 24, MAY 1, 8, 15, 22
 Faith & Fiction : 
 Monday Nights

APRIL 30
 MESSIAH Concert

MAY 5-7
 Men's Retreat

MAY 12
 Parents' Night Out

MAY 14
 Senior 
 Recognition 
 Sunday

JUNE 12 - 16
 Vacation Bible Camp

“Going one more round—
when you don’t think 
you can—That’s 
what makes all 
the difference 
in your life.” 

–Rocky Balboa
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When I was a college professor, I 

would have students visit my office 

for meetings. Invariably, as I would 

begin to look over the student’s 

paper and seek to answer their 

questions about it, they would gaze 

over the floor-to-ceiling shelves filled 

with books, probably close to 1,000 

volumes at one time in my career, and 

say, with wonder and disbelief, “have 

you actually READ all of these?"

And my answer, invariably, was 

the same as well: “No, I haven’t! But 

I know why I have each one, and if I 

have a question about something, I 

know where to find the answer!”

One of the most important 

realizations you begin to have when 

you age is the unfinished character of 

life. I’ll never read all those books. I’ll 

never finish all the projects I’d like to 

finish. I’ll never accomplish everything 

I wanted to accomplish. And so, in 

many respects, we could call those 

unfinished things “failures.”

But failures in life are inevitable. 

Embracing failure, imperfection, and 

incompleteness can be a spiritual 

practice that brings us closer to the 

heart of God in Jesus Christ.

After all, Jesus, too, was a failure. 

This is the central message of Lent 

and Holy Week! Jesus, in fact, could 

only complete the work God had 

for him to accomplish if he “failed,” 

gloriously, in the eyes of the world. 

Condemned to die in the way of a 

common and unheralded criminal, he 

cries from the cross “It is finished,” 

which can also be translated “It is 

accomplished” or “It is completed.” 

This statement from our Lord and 

Savior, the One whom we trust in 

for our salvation, our life, our all, is 

ridiculously ironic on its face. Jesus 

was a young man who had only been 

in active ministry for three years. 

There were more people he hadn’t 

healed, hadn’t helped, hadn’t reached. 

How could everything that he had 

intended to do be “completed” by 

dying a shameful death?

St. Paul answers this question in 1 

Corinthians, in which he admits that 

Christ crucified is both a “stumbling 

block” and a “folly” in the eyes of 

the world, but in the eyes of those 

called by God, it is “the power” and 

“wisdom” of God.

Every year, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury chooses a book to be 

recommended for all Anglicans 

during the Lenten season. In 2012, 

the chosen book was Love Unknown 

by Ruth Burrows, a Carmelite nun. 

One of the beautiful things about this 

book is that it highlights, over and 

The Rev. Dr. 
Andrew 
Armond

Associate
Rector

FROM THE
ASSOCIATE RECTOR:
"Glorious Failure"

(Continued on page 15.)



5



6

MUSIC MINISTRY

Eugene Lavery

Organist 
and 
Director 
of Music

ORGAN CONCERT: EUGENE LAVERY

Following on from the hugely 

successful dedicatory recital in August 

by Bradley Welch, I am pleased to 

perform the second solo recital on our 

new Schoenstein organ on Sunday, 

March 19, at 4:00 PM. This concert will 

feature a dazzling array of works by 

English and French composers such 

as Herbert Howells and Louis Vierne. 

The console will be moved out into 

the center of the chancel, allowing the 

audience to see what goes in to playing 

the giant musical machine that is the 

pipe organ.

MUSIC FOR EASTER

This Easter we are delighted to 

welcome back a professional string 

quartet and trumpeters from the 

Dallas-based American Baroque Opera 

Company—www.baroqueopera.org. This 

ensemble will accompany the choir in 

singing Franz Schubert’s Mass in G and 

the closing chorus of George Frideric 

Handel’s oratorio Messiah, Worthy is 

the Lamb. I encourage you to support 

this collaboration with the world-class 

instrumentalists from the American 

Baroque Opera Company by making a 

financial gift in memory or thanksgiving 

of a loved one by filling out and 

returning the donation form found on 

page 17 in this Epistle newsletter. 

HANDEL’S MESSIAH
On Sunday, April 30, at 4:00 PM, St. 

Alban’s newly formed resident choral 

ensemble, Vox Seraphim, will perform 

George Frideric Handel’s Messiah in 

its entirety, complete with orchestra 

playing baroque instruments that Handel 

would have used in his time. With its 

rousing choruses, including the famous 

"Hallelujah" and joyous arias, Messiah 

depicts Christ’s birth, passion, and 

resurrection and is the perfect concert 

tradition to be shared by all at Easter. 

Tickets are $20 ($15 for children and 

students) and can be purchased at 

MessiahWaco.eventbrite.com—tickets 

are selling fast, so don’t miss this chance 

to hear the complete Messiah for the 

first time in Waco for many years. 

Composed in 1741, Handel took a 

mere 24 days to complete the work, yet 

despite this apparent hasty timeline, the 

musical imagination, wealth of ideas, 

and depth of inspiration continues to 

astonish audiences hundreds of years 

later Messiah is without a doubt the 

most performed and loved work in 

the choral repertory. The impetus for 

Handel to compose Messiah came from 

English librettist and arts patron Charles 

Jennens who had already authored texts 

for previous Handel oratorios such as 

Saul and Israel in Egypt. The use of the 

Old Testament "Messiah" as opposed to 

the New Testament "Christus" for the 

title of the work is the consequence of 

Jennens’ theological pre-occupation; 

interestingly, he notably avoids the 

Gospel narrative, except for the brief 

nativity section, instead relying on Old 

Testament texts.

To help us delve deeper into the 

theology of Handel’s Messiah, a special 

Sunday School Class will be held on 

Sunday, April 16, at 10:15 AM with 

guest speaker Dr. Matthew Laube from 

Baylor’s Church Music Department. 

Whether you plan to attend the concert 

or not, this class is not to be missed as 

Dr. Laube will offer fascinating insights 

into how Handel uses music to bring 

the theology of the text off the page.

Scan the code 

with your phone to 

purchase tickets
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ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Dr. Rachel 
Toombs

Director of 
Formation 
and Connection

Invitatory. This word may be my 

favorite of the new vocab I learned 

after being confirmed Episcopalian 

(only possibly taking second place to 

“versicle”). I also love its function: the 

invitatory psalm can be found at the 

start of both Morning and Evening 

Prayer just after the confession 

and forgiveness of sin. The Venite 

(Psalm 95:1-7) or Jubilate (Psalm 

100) function as, well, an invitation 

for us to come to God in song, in 

bending a knee, in thanksgiving. I 

love the idea that invitation, a kind 

of hospitality, sets the tone for our 

entrance into prayer. It reminds me 

of the way Aaron, Andrew, Alberto, 

and Kara prepare for the feast at our 

Lord’s Table, with us watching on 

as the Table is set and Christ draws 

near. What a gift it is to be formed 

more and more into the likeness of 

Christ by way of invitation. Nothing is 

forced, coerced, or manipulated—we 

are invited into friendship with God. 

Christian formation at St. Alban’s 

functions in a similar way, as a kind 

of invitation to explore the richness 

of the Bible, the Christian tradition, 

church history, and our Anglican 

identity. This spring, there are many 

ways to be invited into the wonder 

of the Christian faith. I invite you to 

come and see!

IN LENT

In Sunday School during Lent, we 

will learn more about four figures 

that are part of the great cloud of 

witnesses from the Christian tradition: 

St. Anna the Prophetess, St. Alban, 

Margery Kempe, and Desmond 

Tutu. This class will be taught by 

Dr. Rachel Toombs, The Rev. Dr. 

Andrew Armond, and two special 

guest teachers: Dr. Jake Abell and 

Katherine Lindgren. 

We will also continue our tradition 

of Soup Suppers during Lent on 

March 15, 22, and 29. On these 

Wednesday evenings, we will gather 

together in the Parish Hall to “Prepare 

for Departure” as we explore practical 

and theological matters for all those 

who might someday die. We will talk 

about will preparation, prayers for 

the sick and dying, and funerals. The 

nursery will be open and there will be 

children’s programming after a shared 

meal. Be on the lookout for soup 

signups in early March! 

On the first Sunday in Lent, 

February 26, we also begin Sacred 

Ground. You can learn more about 

Sacred Ground on page 10 and at 

stalbanswaco.org/sacredground. On 

March 6 at 5:30 PM in the church, 

we will have another instructional 

Evening Prayer in a class called 

“Praying the Prayer Book.” I invite you 

to come to this informal and hands-

on class to grow more confident in 

praying the Prayer Book on your own.

IN EASTER SEASON

We will have two Sunday School 

classes in the Easter Season: 

Theology 201 and Special Topics 

Forum. Theology 201 is part of our 

foundations series (with St. Alban’s 

101 and Bible 301). This class will 

meet in the Parish Hall and address 

some of the most central theological 

claims of Christianity, including the 

formation of the Bible, the Trinity, 

Jesus Christ as fully God and fully 

human, and the sacraments. This 

class will be taught by Dr. Rachel 

Toombs. Our second Sunday School 

option is a special topics forum, 

where we will focus on four special 

topics with guest teachers for each 

session: grief and loss with Dr. Esther 

Hooley, sobriety with Alan Jones, 

spiritual direction with The Rev. 

Kara Leslie, and marriage with The 

Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman. These 

classes will be held in the St. Monica 

Room. We will also have two special 

Sunday School classes in Eastertide: 

reflections on Handel’s Messiah on 

April 16 and a bishop’s forum on May 

21.

Faith and Fiction also returns in 

Easter season as we continue to read 

and reflect on Flannery O’Connor’s 

short stories. This class will meet 

on Monday evenings in the Parish 

Hall. You can learn more and see the 

reading schedule at stalbanswaco.

org/flannery2023.
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 In the new year, the children in 

Children’s Chapel have been continuing 

in the Exodus story with the saga of 

the Israelites in the wilderness. “The 

wilderness” gets a lot of airtime in 

the Bible, as might be expected for 

a setting in the Middle East. It is the 

place of wandering and provision 

for the Israelites, the home of fierce 

creatures tended by God in Job, a place 

of waiting and preparation for Elijah, a 

place of new growth in Ezekiel, and a 

place of temptation for Jesus.

 Our series began (or continued) 

with the Song of Moses and Miriam 

from Exodus 15. The opening line is 

a memorable one: “I will sing to the 
Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; the 
horse and its rider has he hurled into 
the sea.” This glorious proclamation 

of redemption from slavery in Egypt 

comes to be repeated in Scripture as a 

way of remembering the goodness of 

God's saving mercy and love.

 But the Israelites quickly learn 

that liberation from slavery is just the 

beginning of the story. It takes very little 

time for rejoicing to turn into hunger, 

complaining, and distrust. Never have 

the Israelites been so relatable!

 Yet God is patient and faithful. He 

sends them food each day and provides 

water to drink when the land seems 

barren. He teaches them to trust and 

reveals himself in the daytime and in the 

dark. The story continues with God's 

solidifying their relationship on Mt. Sinai 

through giving them his law – a way for 

them to live in relationship together.

 

This masterfully lays the groundwork for 

the rest of the Old Testament with the 

nation of Israel and the Jewish people—

which is where we pick up with Jesus 

beginning in the Gospel of Matthew.

 This spring, the youth on 

Wednesdays have been studying the 

Sermon on the Mount from Matthew 

5-7. Some of Jesus’ most central 

teachings, it begins with the Beatitudes 

(“Blessed are…”). This vision of the 

kingdom of God Jesus gives penetrates 

through the failures of the people to 

follow the law, and shows them a new 

way found in himself. He takes them not 

only back to the promises to Abraham, 

but his original vision in the Garden. 

Here Jesus lays the groundwork for 

his own ministry —one that ultimately 

culminates in his death and resurrection.

 In Sunday School, the youth are 

discussing the lectionary readings as 

well as topics of practical theology. We 

created stations for different spiritual 

practices, and got to hear about 

hospice chaplaincy from the Rev. Kara 

Leslie and being a deacon from the 

Rev. Al Melis. In Eastertide, we look 

forward to a series on Resurrection Art, 

where we follow the lectionary and look 

at various kinds of art that illustrate 

various themes and cultural takes on 

the Biblical stories. All students grades 

7-12 are invited to join us!

 Youth who are able (suggested for 

high school) may also participate in a 

new class series, Sacred Ground, which 

explores our nation’s history of racism. 

This series begins Feb. 26. We will also 

offer youth confirmation classes for 

those who have not been confirmed 

yet, beginning on April 16. Contact 

Stephanie to sign up!

FOLLOW US!

@stalbankids        @stalbankids

@stalbanstudents

CHILDREN'S & YOUTH MINISTRY

Stephanie Drum
Director of 
Ministry to
Children & Youth

Whether kindergarten, 

high school, college, 

graduate school, or 

doctoral degree, email 

Stephanie so we can 

recognize you on 

Senior Sunday, May 14.

The MacGregor family hosted our 
youth for an awesome Ugly Sweater 
Christmas party, including a fire pit 
and s’mores, lots of snacks, and 
prizes for the winners!

SENIOR SUNDAY IS MAY 14!
Email your name and school to stephanie@stalbanswaco.org

Deadline to submit names is May 8.
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Our young families had so much fun 
decorating ornaments and creating a 
paper chain garland to make the 
Creche ready for the Christmas season!

Our Epiphany celebration was a festive 
evening of worship, a chalk blessing on the 
door, hot cocoa, and Dasher the camel!

REGISTER FOR SUMMER CAMP
@ CAMPALLEN.ORG

SUN MAY 14  Senior Sunday
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Last spring, I sent out a formation 

survey asking for feedback on how we 

had been doing with adult Christian 

formation and what additions were 

hoped for in the years ahead. When 

asked what parishioners would most 

like to see in future classes, the topic 

of “race & justice” topped the list. I 

was a bit hesitant at first, unsure of 

the best way to speak well and learn 

well about an issue as complicated as 

race in America and challenging as the 

idea of God’s justice. I did not want 

to offer up something that wasn’t 

careful or thoughtful in the ways that 

it taught us—a predominantly white 

parish in a predominantly white and 

affluent neighborhood in the middle 

of a racially diverse and economically 

stratified city. I wanted to be sure 

that there was an awareness of our 

own privilege and avoid making 

a conversation about “race and 

justice” simply all about us. I also 

know personally the value of being 

in conversations that open me up to 

other people’s experiences and help 

me to see the world and my neighbor 

with fresh eyes. I know the value of 

doing hard, but good work. 

A couple years ago, one of our 

small groups went through Sacred 

Ground, a curriculum developed 

by the national Episcopal Church 

to help parishes like ours have 

thoughtful conversations around 

race and faith. The curriculum is 

based on films, readings, and round-

table discussion. This small group 

experience of Sacred Ground was a 

very good one, but also made clear 

that it was something that required 

a deeper level of investment—time, 

pre-class preparation, willingness to 

be uncomfortable—than our usual 

formation offerings. I was reminded 

recently by a participant in that small 

group of the impact Sacred Ground 

had on them and was encouraged to 

make it available to more parishioners. 

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Armond and 

I discussed how we could make 

Sacred Ground work for St. Alban’s 

and settled on a Sunday afternoon 

format that would meet roughly 

every 3 weeks or so from the end of 

February until October. I truly believe 

that we will walk sacred ground 

together as we journey through this 

discussion on race and faith. I invite 

you to join us. The class begins on 

Sunday, February 26.

Sacred Ground is FREE, but requires 

registration. You can learn more 

and register at stalbanswaco.org/

sacredground.

Dr. Rachel 
Toombs

Director of 
Formation 
and Connection

Sacred Ground
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I recently asked two new parishioners 
over coffee what kept them returning 
to St. Alban’s after their first visit. They 
told me that it was the friendliness 
and warmth of the parishioners. I knew 
immediately what they meant, recalling 
my first Sundays a little less than two 
years ago when the hospitality and 
joy of this parish flooded over me. In 
this new year, the Diocese of Texas has 
asked that churches begin to track 
visitors to worship (this is something 
that began pre-COVID and then, 
like many things, went on pause for 
a time). Seemingly an easy enough 
task, except when faced with the very 
good reality of St. Alban’s current 
growth, where some Sundays we see 
40+ new faces. As we begin to more 
intentionally track newcomers, I have 
asked some of our ushers to also serve 
as greeters—welcoming new people to 
worship and helping to establish a point 
of connection that helps a newcomer 
feel welcomed and seen. That is, to 
make more formal what so many of 
you have been doing informally and so 
well. There are many boxes we could 
check to account for our continued 
growth—quality preaching, exceptional 
music, vibrant children’s and youth 

ministries, excellent adult formation  
on the list goes—but, again and again, 
a consistent thread of what makes 
this church someone’s home church 
is YOU. Whether you have been here 
three months, three years, or three 
decades, the folks of St. Alban’s excel at 
extending hospitality and welcome and, 
in turn, Jesus Christ’s love and grace, 
each Sunday. Y’all make it a place where 
the weary, lost, and broken can find a 
spiritual home. Thank you.

This spring, we offer our newcomers 
class, St. Alban’s 101, in the newly 
renovated and spacious St. Monica 
Room. I am excited for us to see new 
faces become familiar ones and visitors 
to become part of this parish family. If 
you are interested in helping to serve 
in newcomers ministry, let me know. I 
would be delighted to add you to our 
growing Sunday greeter team or pick 
your brain about ways to continue to 
make this a welcoming place!

NEWCOMERS MINISTRY

If you have been involved in church 
ministry in any way for the past fifteen 
years, you may have heard the term 
“intergenerational.” The push toward 
more intergenerational ministry came 
in a time in which many churches were 
seeing declines in their participation 
in Sunday School in particular, and 
so the emphasis was on finding ways 
of keeping people engaged beyond 
narrow age segments.

Intergenerational ministry is difficult 
but can also reap great rewards, not 
the least of which is that younger 
folks gain wisdom and insight from 
older folks; but, in turn, older people 
understand not only the energy and 
vitality of young people, but also listen 

to their hopes, fears, and concerns 
through new eyes.

At St. Alban’s, we are blessed to 
have a both/and approach to ministry. 
We have some age-segmented 
ministries that provide opportunities 
for generational cohorts to enjoy 
fellowship with one another, such 
as the Young Adults ministry and 
Common Ground, the new Older 
Adults ministry that is just ramping 
up this spring. Youth and children’s 
ministry are crucial in providing age-
appropriate ways to discuss the impact 
of the Gospel on our lives.

But I was also reminded of the 
beauty of intergenerational ministry 
recently in our Game Night, in which 

I saw children and teenagers playing 
board games with older adults. These 
types of events are good not only for 
fellowship and community building 
within the church, but they are also 
ways of strengthening the social and 
emotional lives of parishioners young 
and old.

And so I encourage you to 
take advantage of both types of 
opportunities within the life of our 
church! From children’s and family 
ministries to youth and young adults, 
and now older adults as well, there are 
many ways in which you can celebrate 
all the stages of life in which we seek 
and find God’s grace and extend it to 
one another.

YOUNG ADULTS / OLDER ADULTS MINISTRY

Dr. Rachel Toombs, Director of Formation and Connection

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Armond, Associate Rector
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WOMEN'S
MINISTRY

Your voices have been heard! The time 

has come for the women of St. Alban’s to 

also chill and grill. Ladies, you are invited to 

a women’s chill grill on April 21 at 6:30 PM 

at the Campbell’s farm in Valley Mills. RSVP 

to me (rachel@stalbanswaco.org) for the 

address and more details.

I am in the early stages of planning an 

in-town women’s day retreat for the fall. If 

there is anything you would really like to see 

or other considerations, send along a note 

or, better, let’s set up a time for coffee or 

tea: rachel@stalbanswaco.org

This spring, St. Alban’s men will have 
a weekend away in the Piney Wood of 
Camp Allen (just outside of Navasota, 
TX) on May 5–7. The retreat is aptly 
centered on the idea of Sabbath rest 
and how rest can function as an act 
of resistance to the hustle, bustle, 

busyness, and anxiety of daily life. Our 
Associate Rector, The Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Armond, will invite the men on the 
retreat to rest, play, and pray together. 
If an entire weekend away isn’t doable, 
there is also a daytrip option for 
Saturday only. You can learn more at 

stalbanswaco.org/retreat.
Additionally, a spring men’s Chill Grill 

is set for Saturday, March 25, at 6:30 
PM at the home of David Dulski out in 
beautiful Crawford. These events are 
a great chance to hang out and get to 
know the men of St. Alban’s better.

MEN'S MINISTRY
Dr. Rachel Toombs

Director of Formation and Connection

Dr. Rachel Toombs

Director of Formation

and Connection
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over again, the simple fact that for 

us to grow spiritually, we have to be 

glorious failures. We have to allow 

God to strip away our pretense, our 

pride, even the things we do that we 

think are pleasing to God. We have 

to allow God to be God and allow 

ourselves to be human, accepting 

our frailty and limitations. And then, 

paradoxically, we will be truly free!

There is so much good in this 

book that I wanted to quote nearly 

every page in this short article. But 

I will leave you with these words, 

which show us the victory God 

achieves in our life in and through 

every failure:

"Our faith must be a rock-like 
certainty that God, in Christ, has 
given us everything, guaranteed an 
inheritance that cannot be spoiled 
and can never pass away. An ocean 

of grace is always at our disposal. 
Our lives should be thanksgiving 
and this will mean a realization 
that we need not rely so much on 
ourselves but must look towards him 
for guidance and strength. We shall 
cease to worry as to the outcome 
of our effort, be it success or failure. 

Our works will be the works of 
Christ living in us and acting through 
us. Firm belief in what God is and 
has done for us, the riches that are 
there for us, enables us to stand 
erect and hold our heads high, 
whatever storms swirl around our 
defenseless head" (page 116).

FROM THE ASSOCIATE RECTOR:
"Glorious Failure"

(Continued from page 4.)
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EASTER MUSIC
As part of our Easter celebrations, the 9:00 & 11:15 AM Eucharists 

on Easter Day will feature string and brass players from the 

Dallas-based American Baroque Opera Co. Gifts in support of 

Easter Music may be offered by returning the form below and 

including a check with Easter Music in the subject line.

Your name:

_______________________________________________

In memory of:

_______________________________________________

In thanksgiving for:

_______________________________________________

Amount (any amount may be given): ________________

EASTER LILIES FOR ALTAR
INCLUDE "LILIES" IN THE MEMO LINE.

Your name:

________________________________________________

In memory of:

________________________________________________

In thanksgiving for:

________________________________________________

Amount (any amount may be given): _________________

E A S T E R  W O R S H I P 
DONATIONS ARE APPRECIATED

Please return form and money to the church office by Friday, March 31, to ensure your donation will be printed
in the Easter Sunday bulletin. Contact Jesse Lee, Director of Finance and Operations, with questions

jesse@stalbanswaco.org or call 254-752-1773 ext. 1001.

Donations can be accepted by check, you can donate online by clicking on the blue "Give"  button on the 
bottom of any page of the St. Alban's website, stalbanswaco.org or by using the QR Codes on the next page.

• Courtyard - new decorative hardscape,  
 lighting, plantings, irrigation, furnishings.

• Columbarium - 80 niches, absolute  
 black granite face plates, budded cross  
 centerpiece.

• Entry Plaza - new decorative hardscape,  
 ADA access, handrails, lighting.

EXTERIOR WORK PLANNED FOR 2023
• Playground - refurbished current play  
 structure and fire escape, ADA access,  
 additional play structure for young  
 children, fall surfaces, seating.

• Fencing - 6’ commercial grade perimeter  
     fencing along Waco Drive connecting  
 ORC to office building.
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Have you ever put God on trial?  
Maybe it was Jesus or the Holy 
Spirit? Perhaps you never thought 
about these questions, but you 
would be surprised by how many 
times we do or are tempted to put 
the Trinity on trial.

Perhaps you yourself have been 
put on trial, or have felt this some 
time in your life. Maybe your trials 
are in a courthouse, maybe they are 

in the classroom, in parenting, with 
your health, or just everyday life. 
When a crisis comes into our lives 
or in our souls, we look for the truth, 
and this for many is found in God.

This can create a trial (if you 
will) with God.  When life has no 
answers most turn to God.  When 
my atheist friends are at rock 
bottom and fear is all around, they 
ask for prayers.  It can be the same 
with those who believe. If things 
work out, we feel that God is good. 
If they do not, we accuse God of not 
listening, not doing what we want, 
or simply not being present.  We too 
can put God on trial when we face 
crises. This either/or process creates 
a guilty or non-guilty verdict. 

And yet—God does not put 

us on trial. God reveals who God 
is in a continual personal story of 
unconditional love in our lives, one 
of life, death, and resurrection. God 
does not put life on trial. Christ 
suffered through the trial so we can 
live in love and grace. Jesus is the 
source of light and love in our souls. 

God does not only come around 
when life is good. God is the Good 
Shepherd who leads us beside still 
waters, through valleys of death, 
and stays with us even when we 
try to flee. God coming to be our 
Savior in Jesus Christ reveals to 
us a vulnerability that cannot be 
measured. This is not a trial for us 
or for God, rather a journey to living 
fully into our calling as the beloved 
children of God.

SPIRITUAL REFLECTION: GOD ON TRIAL?

The Rev. 
Kara Leslie
Pastoral 
Associate

DONATION QR CODES 
Be sure to use the memo field for 

memorials and thanksgivings.

EASTER LILIES
FOR THE ALTAR

EASTER MUSIC

SPECIFY "LILIES" OR "BRASS" 

AND INCLUDE MEMORIAL

OR THANKSGIVING.
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ST. ALBAN'S HAS 

BEEN BLESSED WITH 

THESE GIFTS:

IN MEMORY OF

Brooks Williams

 - Dr. Edwin & Mrs. Ellie Morrison

 - Mr. & Mrs. David & Nancy Lacy

 - George Trigger & Sally Firmin

 - C.M. Kolb & L.K. Williams

 - Mr. & Mrs. William & Laura Clifton

Dale Hollis

 - John M. & Carlon Ann Hollis

Marc Edgar "Eddie" King, Jr.

 - Mr. & Mrs. Carl & Carol McIntosh

 - Drs. Robert Barkley & Sara Stone

 - Mr. & Mrs. Burl & Stacy Coker

 - Dr. & Mrs. Philip & Edana Croyle

 - Sydney H. Easley

 - J. Austin & Melissa Closs

 - Ron & Charlotte Henderson

 - Mrs. Mary Fadal

 - John McIntosh

 - The Office of Stiba  

      Wealth Management

 - Boyd & Ali Naylor

 - Robert Mathews

 - Rae Snyder

 - Mr. & Mrs. William & Laura Clifton

 - Kimberly Bergen

Peeler Williams, Peeler Willams III,  

Brooks Williams

 - David Turner

Rae Ann Atwater

 - Cheri Mulligan

IN THANKSGIVING

St. Alban's and  

Michael Gallaugher

 - Mr. & Mrs. Brian  

   & Eleanor Gallaugher

Assets and Liabilities 
Assets

General Fund $ 106,988

Holding Fund $ 196,770

Imprest Account (Petty Cash) $ 500

Memorial Fund $ 19,644

Endowment Fund $ 646,515

Phase I Construction Fund (Our One Foundation) $ 334,033

Phase II Construction Fund (Renew & Restore / Finish the Work) $ 1,558,824

Long Term Maintenance Fund $ 7,313

Organ Maintenance Fund $ 81,004

Total Assets $ 2,951,591

Liabilities 

Renew and Restore Construction Loan $ (2,466,361)

Finish the Work Construction Loan $ (395,396)

Crump Foundation Loan @ 2% Interest $ (450,000)

Total Liabilities $ (3,311,757)

PARISH FINANCES

Question about giving? Contact Director of Finance and Operations 
Jesse Lee at jesse@stalbanswaco.org.

All amounts as of December 31, 2022.

Financial Snapshot: December 2022
Income and Expenses
 Year-to-Date Year-to-Date

 Actual Budget

  Income $ 1,349,057 $ 1,233,787

- Expenses $ 1,315,286 $ 1,233,787

 

Surplus (Deficit) $ 33,771 $ -  

DECEMBER 2022 PLEDGED 

Total Pledged $81,435

Pledges Received  $118,549

YEAR-TO-DATE DECEMBER 2022 PLEDGING 

Total Pledged $977,221

Pledges Received  $987,492

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP
Amounts as of December 31, 2022.

PLEDGE ONLINE stalbanswaco.org/stewardship THANK YOU!
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We have been asked to pray for

*Indicates active military service.

Jimmy Pancerella*
Hunter Herbert*
Kenneth Scattergood*
Blake Bostick*
Michael Field*
Jerrod Elliott*
Vance Jones*
Jose Dyer*
Amy E. Siller*
Patrick Holland*
Garrett Lassiter*
Jackson Justus*
Doug Toombs
Kellie Revelos
Brad Brunson
Kay Smith
Deanna Putnam
Jeff Ward
Tina Nwasu

Loraine Smith
Michelle McGonagle
Linda Adams
Blake Ratcliff
Fred Johnson
Tripp McDonald
Kate Riddle
Luella Martin
Cathy Talbert
Walter Bell
Rodney Stell
Jonathan Vitarius
John Rafferty
Dale & Susan Ellison
Linda Garcia
Dolores Leffew & family
Marie Bonville
Stephan Gregory 
Karen Arndt

LOCAL MISSION  
PARTNERS
CarePortal
Caritas
Cedar Ridge Elementary
The Cove
Mission Waco

OUR POSTULANT
Karen Pettit

ANGLICAN  
COMMUNION  
SISTER PARISH
All Saints, Nambiti
Diocese of Southern Malawi
Rector: Fr. Matthews Nyenje
Bishop: The Rt. Rev. 
Alinafe Kalemba

DIOCESAN PARTNERS
El Buen Pastor, Waco
St. John's, Marlin
St. Lydia's House, 
  Episcopal Student Center 
St. Mary's, Hillsboro

SNAP SHOTS

Chili Cook-Off judges, (Katherine 
Lindgren, Meghan Watkins, and Michael 
Larson) on the lookout for the best 
batch in the bunch.

Brian Gamel teaches 
Bible 301, an adult 
Sunday School class 
during the Epiphany 
season

A stunning view from 
the balcony during the 
Christmas Eve service. 

Our associate rector, Andrew Armond, 
makes a new friend during the Mission 
Waco toy drive pickup.

Ben helps load up the many gifts 
parishioners gather for the Mission 
Waco toy drive.
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305 North 30th Street
Waco, TX 76710
254-752-1773
stalbanswaco.org

A PARISH OF THE DIOCESE OF TEXAS

The RT. Rev. C. AndRew doyle

IX Bishop of Texas 

The RT. Rev. Jeff fisheR

Bishop Suffragan

The RT. Rev. KAThRyn "KAi" RyAn

Bishop Suffragan

The RT. Rev. heCToR MonTeRRoso 

Bishop Assistant

The Rev. Aaron M. G. Zimmerman 
Rector 

aaron@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Armond 
Associate Rector 

andrew@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Alberto Melis, Deacon 
alberto@stalbanswaco.org

The Rev. Oscar Huerta 
Diocesan Church Planter for Waco 

churchplanteroh@gmail.com

The Rev. Kara Leslie 
Pastoral Associate 

kara@stalbanswaco.org

Robert Brown 
A/V and Digital 

Ministry Coordinator 

Stephanie Drum 
Director of Ministry 
to Children & Youth

Social Media Coordinator
stephanie@stalbanswaco.org

Dr. Rachel Toombs
Director of Formation 

and Connection
rachel@stalbanswaco.org

Eugene Lavery 
Organist & Director of Music 
 eugene@stalbanswaco.org

Hilary Gardner, Parish Administrator 
hilary@stalbanswaco.org

Jesse E. Lee, III 
Director of Finance and Operations 

 jesse@stalbanswaco.org

Graham Harmon 
Communications Coordinator

Rick Gamble, Sexton

Nursery Staff: 
Rachel Head 

Lauren Hosack 
Melissa Martinez  

Martha Siller 
Delores Trevino

Jason Milam 
Senior Warden

 
Victor Galvan 
Junior Warden 

Brian Raines 
Treasurer 

 
Brian Gamel 

Clerk

Ashley Allison 

Bronwyn Case 

Elizabeth Fraley

Erin Lange

Jeff Raimondo 

Dean Riley

Josh Ritter

Pam Wurgler

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are One Church within the Anglican Communion and The Episcopal Church.
All are sought and embraced in worship, mission and ministry in a spirit of mutual love and respect.

Here at St. Alban’s, we carry out the above Diocesan Vision by

Proclaiming to all, through word and deed, the grace of God in Jesus Christ.

ST. ALBAN'S STAFF

ST. ALBAN'S VESTRY


